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But will Naval 
city keep her? 

AS HMY BRITANNIA makes her final tour of 
the UK before decomissioning, the Naval 
city of Portsmouth sees itself as a front run¬ 
ner among the contenders bidding to make 
the Royal Yacht a heritage showpiece. 


Britannia, which left her 
base at Portsmouth on 
October 20 to begin a 
month-long voyage around 
the British Isles, is due to 
decommission on Decemb¬ 
er 11 and will not be 
replaced, the Government 
has decided. 

The paying-off ceremony at 
Portsmouth will he attended hy 
the Queen and other members 
of the Royal Family. 

Commodore Royal Yachts, 
Commodore Anthony Morrow, 
said Britannia would be involved in 
an intensive series of royal events 
in each of her eight ports of call, 
culminating with a visil to London 
to coincide with the golden wed¬ 
ding celebrations of the Queen and 
Duke of Edinburgh. 

Commodore Morrow said; 
“Inevitably there is an element of 
sadness about this last trip, but it is 
a proud end to this ship's life*" 

Options for Britannia's future 
are being studied, including a £10 
million plan by the Flagship 
Portsmouth Trust to open her as a 


tourist attraction, based with HMS 
Victory, HMS Warrior and the 
Mary Rose at Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard. 

Portsmouth City Council 
leader Leo Madden said: 
“Portsmouth is emerging as 
a front-runner for perma¬ 
nently housing Britannia for 
the public. As a national 
monument and an interna¬ 
tional tourist attraction, her 
ideal home would be in her 
home port of Portsmouth.'* 

He said the city was world 
renowned for its maritime heritage 
and it had the experience and 
expertise to maintain the ship 
properly* She would complement 
the £86 million Millenium Project 
plans to redevelop the harbour. 

“The people oi Portsmouth have 
a strong emotional tie with 
Britannia, and many of them have 
been associated with her over the 
years," he *said. She would be 
berthed near the Victorian iron¬ 
clad HMS Warrior and funding to 
preserve her would be raised by 
public subscription. 

However, Portsmouth faces stiff 
■ Turn to back page 



A CUTE ANGLE! 


’. ■ * . at which to see HMS Wainey. The 
^ Sandown-ciass minehunter is framed by 
the windscreen of 819 Squadron s search 
and rescue helicopter based at HMS 
Gannet. The steep dive was executed by Lt 
Simon Cotey (right) and his co-pilot f Lt 
Simon Kirkham (left). More from the Navy 
in Scotland in this month s centre spread * 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Ritchie Harvey, HMS Gannet 
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n/liddleton takes a trip up country 


MINEHUNTER HMS Middleton 
leaves behind her nautical envi¬ 
ronment tor the bushy banks of 
the Manchester Ship Canal for a 
visit to her affiliated community of 
Middleton in the Borough of 
Rochdale. 

The Middleton's rare journey along 
36 miles of Britain's most famous 
canal ended at Salford Quays where 
she was open to visitors for two days. 

As well as welcoming on board the 
Sea Cadets of TS Tremadoc Bay and 
TS Frobisher, she hosted her three 
affiliated schools - Counthill, Middle- 
ton Parish and Alderman Kay. 

£700 ‘rowathon’ 

A cocktail party on board was 
attended by the Mayor of Rochdale, 
Cllr J. Gartside and other civic digni¬ 
taries, and runs ashore in Manchester 
were interspersed with two close 
games of rugby and soccer against 
Manchester Police teams. 

The fitness of the Middleton sports¬ 
men proved the worth of the marathon 
Towathon r on board before the visit 
when 35 members of the ship’s com¬ 
pany rowed the equivalent of 1,100km 
to raise no less than £700 for the 
NSPCC, the furthest distance of 
102km being achieved by LOM Taff 
Price. 

The cheque was presented to the 
Mayor by the ship's Commanding 
Officer, Lt Cdr Richard King, 

Shortly after her visit, Middleton 
started an eight-month refit at Rosyth. 

Picture: PO(PHOT) Pint! Everift CfNCFLEET 



RFA ships go in as fire and gales strike at sea 


Battle to 
rescue 
injured 
crewman 

RATTLING against severe 
weather, the survey ship HMS 
Herald and the tanker RFA 
Oakleaf transferred an injured 
yachtsman from his vessel in a 
complex rescue operation in 
the Bay of Biscay, 

The ships were off the north 
coast of Spain, when they were 
called to help a Dutch crewman of 
the Netherlands-registered yacht 
Gacreville. He had suffered a frac¬ 
tured skull, jaw and nose. 

In a Force 7 gale and high seas, 
an attempt by a Spanish helicopter 
to winch up the man had been 
unsuccessful, and Oakleaf posi¬ 
tioned herself to provide some 
shelter for the yacht while the air¬ 
craft returned to La Coruna to 
refuel. 

When it was learned that a relief 
helicopter had also had to turn 
hack due to technical problems, 
HMS Herald launched her sea 
boat despite the weather. On 
hoard was the ship’s Medical 
Officer, as well as two men trans¬ 
ferred from the Oakleaf. 

The boat went alongside the 
yacht, and the injured man was 
winched on board the Oakleaf 
When the Spanish helicopter was 
able to return, it winched up the 
casualty from the tanker, despite 
the continuing bad weather and 
visibility down to 200m. 

Rescue centre 
to close soon 

THE MARITIME rescue centre 
at Plymouth is to close in 
Decern be r. 

The ARCC - the Aeronautical 
Rescue Co-ordination Centre - 
will hand over its duties to the 
ARCC at RAF Km loss in 
Morayshire on December 1 and 
for the following 12 days will pro¬ 
vide back-up to the newly 
equipped centre in Scotland. 

Closure on December 12 will be 
marked by a ceremony and flypast 
at the Maritime HQ. 


Sir Tristram team 

board blazing liner 


LANDING ship RFA Sir 
Tristram was diverted 
from an international 
exercise in the Mediterr¬ 
anean to go to the aid of 
the cruise liner Roman- 
tica, ablaze south-east of 
Cyprus with 673 passen¬ 
gers and crew on board. 

Sir Tristram received the 
message that the Romantiea 
was on fire in the early morn¬ 
ing of October 4 and headed 


towards the stricken vessel, two 
and and a half hours steaming 
time away. 

Meanwhile, RAF helicopters 
from Akrotiri landed fire fighting 
personnel and equipment on board 
the landing ship, making extensive 
use of her flight deck. 

By the time the Sir Tristram 
arrived, all on board the 
Romantiea had been rescued with¬ 
out injury by another merchant 
ship, the Princess of Victoria. She 
steamed for Cyprus, transferring 
the liner's captain and four other 
officers to Sir Tristram, 


The Romantiea’s midships were 
ablaze, the flames leaping 20ft and 
a thick plume of smoke rising to 
200ft, The Sir Tristram's Comm¬ 
anding Officer, Capl Richard Bliss, 
arranged for a combined RFA and 
RAF fire reconnaissance team to 
board the liner. 

Led by the ship's Marine 
Engineer Officer, the team made 
an exhaustive survey and found 
that the fire was out of control and 
water from early attempts to fight 
the blaze had caused the ship to 
list. There was no power from the 
engine room or the emergency 


generator, and the team came to 
the conclusion that at least 50 fire¬ 
fighters would be needed - the 
equivalent of the lull complement 
of Sir Tristram - plus a supplemen¬ 
tary team and more equipment, 
Capl Bliss decided that it would 
he an unacceptable risk to try to 
fight the fire with the available 
resources. By then a salvage lug 
was on the scene and the Sir 
Tristram continued her passage to 
Akrotiri after transferring the 
Romantica’s officers to her. 

The Sir Tristram was due to 
return to the UK in November 
after taking part in Exercise Bright 
Star, involving British, American 
and Egyptian lorces. 


Day at the races 



IN PERFECT sailing weather, 
HMS Puncher marshals the 
start of the Whitbread Round 
the World Yacht Race off 
Cowes, Isle of Wight. 

Puncher, with her sister ves¬ 
sels of the Inshore Training 
Squadron - HM ships Pursuer 
and Blazer - kept the race cor¬ 
ridor clear from the thousands 
of pleasure craft present to 
witness the start of the race. 

Meanwhile, another of the 
ITS patrol craft, HMS Loyal 
Chancellor, marked the sea¬ 
ward end of the start line 
opposite the Royal Yacht 
Squadron at Cowes. 

The ten yachts taking part in 
the race reached 19 knots as 
they sailed westward towards 
The Needles on the month- 
long, first leg of their voyage 
to South Africa, which they 
were due to reach as Navy 
News was going to press. 

On board HMS Pursuer were 
Mr and Mrs Chris Kinnear who 
had won the day at sea as first 
prize in an Eastbourne Rotary 
Club charity draw. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Adrian Hughes 


Sub spy 
portrait 
goes on 
display 



S *_■! 


THIS portrait of a wartime 
submarine CO, painted by a 
secret agent who was later 
executed by the Italians, has 
found a new home at the 
Royal Navy Submarine 
Museum at Gosport. 

It has been presented to the 
museum by the Commanding 
Officer, Capt Michael Lumby 
DSC), DSC RN (retd), who was a 
lieutenant at the time. 

The picture was drawn by 
Charles Simon Andrei while he 
was embarked in HM submarine 
Saracen for passage from Algiers 
lo enemy-occupied Corsica in 
February 1943. 

He inscribed it, in French, “to 
the congenial captain who takes 
us towards the unknown,” 

Andrei, with two others, 
formed an M16 intelligence gath¬ 
ering unit. Saracen landed them 
on the south-west coast of 
Corsica, and they operated there 
until Andrei and one of his com¬ 
panions were captured. They were 
tortured and sent to Bastia where 
they were shot by firing squad. 

Poll proposal 

PROPOSALS to hold a public 
opinion poll over whether women 
should serve in front-line units of 
the Royal Marines and Army were 
still under consideration by 
Government Ministers as Navy* 
News went to press. If the poll 
goes ahead, it is likely to be car¬ 
ried out by the Central Office of 
Information's routine service. 
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Seal of approval 
for soa Ranger 

HMS RANGER (foreground) carried out a week-long series of 
exercises with the Cyclone-class coastal defence ship USS 
Tempest. 

The Archer-class patrol craft of the Gibraltar Squadron 
worked with her In co-ordinated tactical manoeuvres, gunnery, 
range work and fast pacing, culminating in an exercise with US 
Navy Seals that Involved a night insertion of teams in a 
seaborne operation. 

The Ranger, commanded by Lt Cdr Steve Cluett-Green, also 

P ave an anti-narcotics exercise display for visiting Europe, 
oreign and Commonwealth Office Minister Doug Henderson 
(inset). 

Survey craft 
given a new 
direction 




'Can do' Lusty a 
credit to UK Ltd 

CART Steve Meyer, commanding officer of HMS Illustrious, 
receives the Desmond Wettern Trophy from the distinguished 
naval correspondent's widow, Gillian. 

The trophy is given each year to the Fleet unit which has 
done most to keep the Royal Navy in the public eye. 

It was the first time it had been given to a carrier.Recent high¬ 
lights In her career have been the Ocean Wave deployment to 
the Far East, hot weather trials with the Sea Harrier GR7 and air 
operations over the Southern Iraq ‘no fly zone\ 

Two other Portsmouth ships, HMS Gloucester and HMS 
Invincible, came second and third in the competition. 

At a ceremony on board HMS illustrious Director of Public 
Relations (Navy) Commodore Barry Leighton said the ship’s 
company had brought "great credit to the Royal Navy - and to 
UK Ltd" through their “can do” attitude and passed on the con¬ 
gratulations or the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Jock Slater. 


SIXTY ttmeshare holidays in the 
prime holiday season are available 
io serving RN ratings at £300 a 
week. 

Write to the China Fleet 
Club(UK) Charitable Trust. 
Ti mesh ares, Saltash. Cornwall 
PLJ2 6LI for details of locations 
and dates. 

Successful applicants, who will 
have to pay their own travel 
expenses, will he decided hy a 
draw in February, 

•A plaque in memory of the 4b 
naval personnel killed during the 
Yangtze Incident in 1449 - and 
another in memory of Simon. 
HMS Amethyst's famous cal - 
was dedicated at a ceremony at the 
cluh 

Chart positions 

ADMIRALTY Charts and 
Publications have produced a new 
user-friendly booklet How to 
Correct your Charts the Admiralty 
Way Designed to assist mariners 
working from the weekly 
Admiralty Notices to Mariners, it 
is available from Admiralty Chart 
Agents at £7.95. 


HMS WATERW1TCH, the inshore survey craft originally named 
Powderham and later employed as the Liverpool University RN 
Unit tender, may soon have a new educational role. 


Project M2720, led by a number 
of ex-RN and Merchant Navy per¬ 
sonnel, aims to offer shipboard 
training courses to “young people 

Guidance 
given on 
silence 

OBSERVANCE of two min¬ 
utes silence on November 
11 - Armistice Day - has 
been left to the discretion 
of Service commanding 
officers and individuals. 

This follows the state¬ 
ment by Defence 
Secretary George Robert¬ 
son that the primary focus 
for the Armed Forces 
would be the two minutes 
silence at 1100 on 
Remembrance Sunday, 
November 9. 

He said: ‘‘Observance 
of the two minutes silence 
on November 11 is option¬ 
al for individuals, albeit 
strongly encouraged, 
where possible and where 
operational circum¬ 
stances permit. Comman¬ 
ders and managers are 
required to make appro¬ 
priate arrangements for 
those observing the 
silence." 


in need of direction". 

Including renovation work, 
these will include engineering, 
radio electrical and carpentry. 

Waterwitch currently has a free 
berth at the Royal Dock, North 
Shields. Hull and machinery are in 
good condition - but £60.000 is 
needed for mate rials and slipway 
costs to bring her to a habitable 
state. Contact Capl. PJ,Webster 
on 01 SI 9fl9 9546 for details. 

Coventry 
away for 
8 months 

HMS COVENTRY left Devo- 
nport for an eight month deploy¬ 
ment on the Annilla Patrol in the 
Persian Gulf. 

She will visit over 13 countries 
in that time, spending Christmas 
in Dubai, 

On her departure from 
Devon port she embarked the 
Lord Mayor of Coventry, Cllr 
John Mutton and his wife Mai. the 
Lady Mayoress, who stayed with 
the ship during the journey to 
Gibraltar. 

Over Remembrance Day week¬ 
end the Type 22 frigate will lay a 
wreath in tne Mediterranean just 
east of Tobruk, where the World 
War II HMS Coventry was sunk 

Timeshare 
draw date 


challenge 




RICHARD BRANSON has accepted a round-the 
world challenge from a Navy helicopter pilot who 
plucked him from the sea ten years ago. 


Former Lt Trevor Jones flew 
the Lynx helicopter which 
located Branson and fellow 
balloonist Per Linstrand when 
their attempt to circumnavi¬ 
gate the globe in 1987 went dis¬ 
astrously wrong. 

Lt Jones was credited with sav¬ 
ing their lives, but just a year later 
he tame perilously close to losing 
his own and was left with paralysis 
in all four limbs after a terrible ski¬ 
ing accident. 

Since then he has steadfastly 
refused to be limited by his condi¬ 
tion and has, among other things, 
gained a pilot’s licence from the 
CAA, learned to scuba dive and 
flown a microlite across the 
Channel, 

Branson and Linstrand are mak¬ 
ing another attempt on the record 
in December, but when the trio 
were reunited on board HMS 
Endurance last month Trevor 
issued a challenge of his own. 


He plans to sail around the 
world in an adapted trimaran and 
believes he can complete the cir¬ 
cumnavigation before the balloon¬ 
ing record falls. 

Accepting the challenge, Mr 
Branson said he was grateful to the 
Royal Navy for their assistance in 
1987 and said: ' If anyone can sail 
around the world in a wheelchair, 
it is Trevor. Wc expect to succeed 
in our attempt but we wish him the 
very best of luck.” 

His 54fi trimaran Inventure is 
powered by electronically con¬ 
trolled 'wings 1 which are operated 
from inside the boat and Trevor is 
now turning his attention to find¬ 
ing a sponsor to cash in on the 
intense interest his trip will gener¬ 
ate. 

J le said: “This is the one thing 
that T have always wanted to do, 
even before my accident. 

“Sailing has always been my first 
love, so for me travelling on a wave 
beats travelling by air. 


• Left to right: Trevor Jones with Per Lindstrand and Richard 
Branson, on board HMS Endurance with a model of trimaran 
in venture in which Trevor pians to mount his global challenge. 


“Naturally, I wish Richard and 
Per every success, hut if they do 
beat me they have promised to 
teach me how r to fly a balloon.” 

Trevor plans to set out from 
Greenwich In 1999 and to sail via 
Sydney where the Millenium 
Olympics are being held in 
September 2(XX). 


□ The inspirational story of 
Trevor Jones' life and his battle 
against his injuries has been pub¬ 
lished by Heineman and Random 
House UK, Walking on Air is 
available from all good bookshops 
at £15.99 or bv calling 01621 
819596. 


Trevor sets Virgin 


boss a neW 
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Drafty... General Service Engineering 



Changes will widen 
the range of billets 



• Swapping wire testers for spanners: two MEM(M)s in HMS 
Invincible were the first to take advantage of the chance to recat¬ 
egorise to MEM(L). MEM(M) Coe (left) and MEM(M) Odell complet¬ 
ed their taskbook training under the watchful eyes of Invincible s 
training team, headed by CPOMEA Mother Hubbard. Both suc¬ 
cessfully emerged as MEM(L)s and have received the B13 making 
them leading stokers . 


SCHEMES of Complement 
(SOC) have been amended to 
remove the ML/EL SO from 
all General Service CCMEA 
billets and all GS MBAs are 
being recaiegorised as 
CCMEA, CPOMEA, POMEA 
or LMEA regardless of their 
previous SO- 

This change allows for the 
arrival of the SO-less ME A who is 
now under training while also 
widening the range of billets avail¬ 
able to GS MEAs. 

It is the detail in the SOC which 
specifies the job, experience and 
adquals required which, as now, is 
used by drafters to identify 1 the best 
man for the job - thus the horror of 
a ‘chippy* becoming an electrician 
overnight will be avoided! 

Without billets specifying a par¬ 
ticular SO, drafting desks will have 
a wider choice and a better chance 
of satisfying individual prefer¬ 
ences. 

Shore billets in Devon port con¬ 
tinue to be at a premium, notwith¬ 
standing the uplift in HMS Drake 
CFM to support HMS Ocean and 

HMS Scott. 

Fas lane lias approximately twice 
the number of billets for GS MEAs 
as there are Scottish preferees 
available. 

Consequently, both South Coast 
preferees will continue to make up 
the shortfall While every effort is 
made to avoid non-preference 
drafting (NPRF drafting) it is 
inevitable that some will be drafted 
to Faslane between sea jobs. 
Contrary to popular opinion, 
Faslane billets are open to any GS 
ME A and the married ME£A does 
get a fair share of NPRE drafts. 

De-enrichment 

The numbers of craft-trained SR 
mechanics arc currently lagging 
behind the requirements of the 
FOSF de-enrichment programme. 

Consequently, some CPOMEAs 


remain in billets at sea now desig¬ 
nated to CMEMs, 

They will continue until suffi¬ 
cient numbers of craft-trained 
CMEMs arc available. Likewise, 
PO/LMEAs under training will 
continue to substitute for 
PO/LMEMs undertaking the post- 
MEBD career courses. 

MEBD implementation still 
requires significant numbers of 
senior rate mechanics to volunteer 
for training to fill former artificer 
billets. 

Volunteers are always being 
sought and an early C240 gives pri¬ 
ority placing on courses, successful 
completion of which is the way 
ahead for the career minded who 
gain enhanced craft skills and 


greater opportunity for a second 
career. 

Additionally a reminder to 
LMEM(M)s on the roster for 
POMEM(M) that, on receipt of 
B13, the PGMEM(M)QC is 
mandatory. 

The course comprises POLC 
and two distinct Maintenance and 
Craftquals, A C240 rendered m 
good time will allow your choice of 
either Diesel Maintenance and 
Fitting Craft or Hull Maintenance 
and associated Craftqua! to be 
taken into account. 

See them fty 

Those MEM(M)swho have suc¬ 
cessfully completed the (M) to (L) 


cross-training programme are fly¬ 
ing ahead. The roster for 
LMEM(L) remains dry and so the 
study and effort are worthwhile. 
BI3s for LMEM(L) have already 
been issued to seven ex-MEM(M)s 
who undertook conversion. 

DPFs 

It is in your best interest to keep 
your Drafting Preference Form up 
to date at all times. It is the only 
information available to Drafty, 
particularly your Red Crossed 
DPF which must be submitted as 
soon as your relief is detailed. 

Any delay reduces your chances 
of obtaining a preference shore 
draft and being given the required 
notice of the next draft. Reliefs are 
generally detailed well in advance 
allowing units plenty of time to 
despatch red-crossed DPFs so that 
your drafting desk has the informa¬ 
tion required to plan your next 
move. 


Diego Garcia 

This exotic location emplovs a 
CMEM(M) and LMEM(M)s and a 
C240 will ensure that you are con¬ 
sidered whenever these billets 
come up. 

Early release and 
branch transfer 

Current MEM junior rate man¬ 
ning levels still do not permit trans¬ 
fers to take place unless the cir¬ 
cumstances are quite exceptional. 
It therefore follows that applica¬ 
tions for early release, for whatev¬ 
er reason, are unlikely to be 
approved. 

Extensions 

In order to reduce gapping, 
applications for extended service 
by up to six months will be given 
favourable consideration providing 
that there is a suitable billet avail¬ 
able. 



WEAs 

With few gapped billets and a 
surplus in some categories the plot 
remains healthy. Increasing num¬ 
bers of gaps will require redeploy¬ 
ment of some surplus manpower 
away from preference holding 
areas, particularly Devonport. 
Volunteers for the Bath/Bristol 
area in particular are sought. 

General billets 

Though GBs arc allocated to a 
specific branch, they can be filled 
by anyone of the appropriate rank 
or rate. Manpower shortages in 
some will inevitably focus GB bil¬ 
lets on to branches in surplus. 

The non-technical nature of 
GBs in units such as careers offices 
and Naval Party 1061 (Bosnia) is 
appreciated but the wider Service 
interest dictates that they must be 
filled. 

Leadership courses 

The possible financial penalties 
of failing to achieve a successful 
POLC on time are widely known. 
If a POLC is not arranged for you 
as part of your career course then 
you have to make your own appli¬ 
cation by C240/signal to CND, 


POLC course places are at a pre¬ 
mium and are booked well ahead. 
MEAs under training at sea, for 
example, can be spared for POLC 
and, dependent on the ship s pro¬ 
gramme, should make the earliest 
possible application. 

With a course date as a target, 
preparation can be planned, espe¬ 
cially physical fitness. Of late, it has 
been very disappointing to note the 
number of last-minute withdrawals 
through failure to reach the fitness 
standards, and the waste of valu¬ 
able course places. With POLC 
courses booked now until m id- 
1998, withdrawal will mean a 
lengthy delay with a possible finan¬ 
cial penalty. 

ERD extensions 

Whenever possible C240s for 
extensions of ERDs will be 
approved. For WEAs on sea ser¬ 
vice this now includes ADs, WDs 
and OCs on first sea drafts (FSD). 
For CEWs, however there 
remains a backlog awaiting FSD 
billets and so extensions can only 
be considered for WEAs in 
CPOWEA billets in this category. 
Application must be made before 
a relief has been detailed, i.e, 
more than nine months before 
ERD. 


Visit the Commercial Road, Portsmouth 
branch of McDonald’s to 


CLAIM YOUR FREE 


Hamburger or Cheeseburger 
when you purchase any 

* Extra value meal at £2.88 * 

Just Show us your Naval / 
Dockyard. I.D/Pass 
when ordering, 




The above Credit Cards wilt not be accepted on orders of less than £5. 


Please debit my ....card 

My order is attatched for ....... 

Cardholders Name:......... 

Cardholders Address: .......... 


.. Tel:. 


Number Switch Issue No. 

r n 1111111111111111 ii—i 


Expiry Gate Cardholders Signature 


Amount 


Torbay surfaces in home town 


HMS TORBAY tied up alongside RFA Diligence in Tor Bay 
for her first visit to her affilated town In nine years. 

The last time the submarine visited Torbay was in 1988 and the 
brief opportunity at the end of September will be her last before 
she goes Into refit next year. 


The crew enjoyed a short stay ashore and Torbay’s CO, Cdr 
Geoffrey Thomas played host to the Mayor of Torbay, Councillor 
JB Davis while Assistant Director of Naval Recruiting, Captain 
Antony DuPort, chaired a forum of careers officers and local stu¬ 
dents. 



• HMS Torbay alongside RFA Diligence in Tor Bay during the submarine's first visit to her affiliated town for nine years. 
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Opti° ns 

Ships of the Roval Navy 


No 504 



tacis ana 
figures 


Glass: Type 23 frigate 
Pennant number: F239 
Builder: Swan-Hunter 
Launched: April 6 r 1993 
Commissioned: June 22, 1995 
Displacement: 3,500 tonnes 
Length: 133 metres 
Beam: 16.1 metres 
Draught: 7.3 metres 
Ship’s company: 185 {17 offi¬ 
cers) 

Machinery: CODIAG 
{Combined Diesel Electric end 
Gas Turbine): two Rolls-Royce 
Spey gas turbines; four Paxman 
Valenta diesels; two GEC 
motors 

Speed: 28 knots, 15kts on 
diesei-electric 

Range: 7,800 miles at 15kts 
Armaments: Vertical-launch 
Seawolf missiles, Harpoon mis¬ 
siles, 4.5in Mk8 gun, two 30mm 
close-range guns, Stingray tor¬ 
pedoes and air-launched Sea 
Skua missiles 

Sensors: Type 996 surveillance 
radar. Type 1007 navigation 
radar, Type 911 trackers, Type 
1010/1011 id entrfi cation rad ar, 
Types 2031 and 2050 sonar 
Affiliations: Richmond, 
Yorkshire; The Green Howards 
Regiment; The Worshipful 
Company of Basket Makers; TS 
Kellington and TS Goodwin 
(SCCs) 

Sponsor: Lady Hilf-Norton 



• Long range frigate - HMS Richmond, the tenth of the Duke-class Type 23 anti-submarine warfare ships , 


Richmond is a 


BATTLE HONOURS 


Quebec 1759 Atlantic 1939-45 
Havana 1762 Arctic 1941-45 


Warships 
both large 
and small 

T HE name Richmond has 
now adorned eight Royal 
Navy ships, dating back as 
far as 1656. 

The first, a 26-gun warship, was 
originally named the Wakefield, 
becoming the Richmond in 1660. 
She saw action throughout the 
Dutch wars. 

She was swiftly followed by the 
second Richmond, an eight-gun 
yacht which served between 1672 
and 1685. 

The third started as 20-gun 
French frigate Dauphin; she was 
captured by the RN in 1745 and 
renamed, serving with the Leeward 
Island Squadron until 1749. 

The fourth, another fifth rate 
ship, this time carrying 32 guns, saw 
plenty of action. Built in 1757, she 
was involved in the capture of 
Quebec two years later, the 
Channel blockade, the capture of 
Havana and the American War of 
Independence. She was captured by 
a French fleet in 1781. 

Down in size again, the fifth 
Richmond was a 14-gun brig, com¬ 
missioned in 1806 and sold in 1814. 

A century passed until another 
Richmond appeared, this time a 
requisitioned trawler which operat¬ 
ed during the First World War. 

The Second World War saw the 
seventh Richmond, former US 
destroyer Fairfax, transferred under 
lend-lease in 1940. 

She escorted Atlantic and Arctic 
convoys before transferring to the 
Soviet navy in 1943, She returned in 
1949 and was scrapped the same 


star attraction 


J oin the Navy, see the 
world ts a phrase which 
rang particularly true 
for the ship’s company of 
HMS Richmond this year. 
The ljrpe 23 frigate was a 
key element of the Ocean 
Wave 97 deployment, taking 
her to Australia and back in 
around eight months, 

Basic Operational Sea Training 
was completed out of Devonport 
last December, with a final assess¬ 
ment of Very Satisfactory. 

It was then time for most of the 
ship's company of 185 to get some 
leave before knuckling down to 
preparations for the deployment. 
The engineers worked through. 

Richmond sailed from her home 
port of Portsmouth on January 14, 
and was immediately 
flexing her muscles - 
that afternoon saw a suc¬ 
cessful Seawolf missile 
Launch. 

The remains of 
January and the first half 
of February brought 
Mediterranean exercises 
with UK, French, Italian 
and American naval 
units, and visits to 
Alicante, Livorno and 
Cagliari. 

An anchorage within 
sight of the Blue Mosque 
in Istanbul saw 
Richmond host the first 
of several Defence 
Industry Days, at which 
around 70 Turkish naval 
officers were given 
demonstrations of the 
equipment on board by 
British defence contrac¬ 
tors. 

Slightly larger than 
the Type 42 destroyer, 
Richmond packs a hefty 
punch with her weapon¬ 
ry - 4.5in gun, Seawolf, 

Harpoon and Sea Skua 
missiles, and Stingray 
torpedoes - while her 
complement is signifi¬ 
cantly smaller than that 


of a Type 42 destroyer or older 
22 frigate. 

ith her combination of quiet- 
running engines and Low-profile 
radar signature, Richmond is one 
of the most advanced warships in 
service anywhere today - hence the 
interest shown in her during the 
deployment. 

At the end of February the ship 
left the Med and slipped into the 
Suez Canal, at which some of the 
ship's company visited Cairo and 
the Pyramids, while others were 
baffled by the trickery of the Gully 
Gully Man, an Egyptian magician. 

Now in tropical uniform, the 
ship's company enjoyed a low-key 
passage through the Red Sea and 
into the Gulf - Richmond’s first 
truly operational area. 

After a short stay in Dubai the 
frigate joined Ocean Wave flagship 


HMS Illustrious in Abu Dhabi, 
where ships from ten other navies 
also featured in the International 
Defence Exhibition. Richmond’s 
Mk 8 Lynx helicopter, now named 
Griffin, took centre stage at the 
British marquee. 

Another star in Dubai was boxer 
Chris Eubank, training for a fight. 

Chris took time out to attend a 
couple of ship’s functions, and 
hold a master class in the hangar 
for the ship’s boxing team. LWEM 
Shane Middleton had the dubious 
honour of sparring two rounds 
with the former world champion. 
On leaving the Gulf the ship 
headed east to Goa, where a three- 
day visit fortified them for exercis¬ 
es with the Indian Navy. 

Next to see the frigate were the 
Malaysians, who joined the RN 
and ships and aircraft from New 
Zealand, Australia and 
Singapore in the two- 
week Exercise Flying 
Fish, the largest exer¬ 
cise of its kind in those 
waters for years. 

A fortnight in 
Singapore brought 
some family reunions, 
and a number of the 
ship’s company left for 
future drafts. 

Vital maintenance 
was carried out, and the 
ship was again centre 
stage at an exhibition. 
Further visits to 
Pusan in Korea and 
Tokyo were followed by 
a short stay in 
Vladivostok, home of 
the Russian Pacific 
Fleet and a port the 
Royal Navy had not vis¬ 
ited in 111 years. 

The furthest point of 
the deployment was 
marked by the gather¬ 
ing at Fremantle in 
Australia, followed by 
the long journey home 
- including 27 days at 
sea between Australia 
and Corfu, barring a 
brief call at tiny Diego 
Garcia in the Indian 
Ocean. 



• HMS boxer - Chris Eubank on HMS Richmond, 

Picture: Gifty Wheeler 
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Cavalier 
attitude 
to last 
destroyer 

IT WAS with sadness and then anger that I read the article about 
the possible fate of HMS Cavalier (September issue). 



Letters 



Smokin’ 

Seahawks 

SEPTEMBERS The Time of 
your Lives’ feature brought back 
happy memories of my involve¬ 
ment with the Seahawks of 898 
Sqn in the first commission of the 
fourth Ark Royal from September 
1955 to March 1956. Our sister 
Seahawk squadron in the ship at 
that time was 800 Sqn, whose 
senior pilot was Lt Cdr AJ. 'Spiv' 
Leahy. His next appointment was 
as CO of 738 Sqn, which provided 
the aircraft for the formation aer¬ 
obatic team for the Famborough 
Show of 1957. 

In preparation for this the 
squadron had its display aircraft 
painted pillar box red and had the 
innovative idea of producing thick 
white smoke by converting the 
saddle tank to hold OX 38 (engine 
oil) which was then controlled 
through an on/off cock to spray it 
in a mist into the hot efflux of the 
bifurcated jet pipes. 

At that time the RAF aerobatic 
team were still using canisters to 
produce wispy trails, so the Fleet 
Air Arm aircraft were more spec¬ 
tacular to watch - five red 
Seahawks in formation, with these 
wonderful smoke trails against a 
brilliant blue sky, made a never-to- 
be-forgotten picture. 

Forty years on it also must not 
be forgotten that we were the first 
to produce this type of ’smoke, 
which is the norm at displays 
today. 

It was my good fortune to have 
been in on the early days of the 
Seahawk, the Sea Vixen, the 
Buccaneer and the Phantom and 
to have served in squadrons of 
these, embarked in Ark Royal, at 
various times from 1955 to 1973 
and then to have carried out 
weapon assessments on the 
Buccaneer and Phantom 
squadrons as a member of the 
MOP staff from 1975 to 1978. 

My Naval service, over 37 years, 
together with my subsequent work 
at A & AEE Boscomoe Down, 
enabled me to have the pleasure of 
working on over 70 types of fixed 
and rotary winged aircraft. 

1 am sure that the maintenance 
officers and men of todays's FAA 
are just as skilled and conscien¬ 
tious as we were in our day, but 1 
can't help feeling that the period 
that 1 so enjoyed can never be 
repeated, - Lt Cdr P.Redpath, 
Wilton. 


Magic message 


discovered at 
Toomawooma 
ghost station 


MAY I THANK Navy News for passing on a letter sent to you from Australia by 
an ex-HMS Hart shipmate, Jim Green. 


The thought of yet more of our 
national heritage going abroad 
through lack of funds makes my 
blood boil. Is it not possible for a 
grant from the Lottery to be used 
to keep this fine ship where she 
belongs, in this country? 

Perhaps she is not as important 
as the opera and the ballet where 
grants seem to he readily avail¬ 
able. - G.K.Phlpps, Oxford. 

HMS Cavalier, launched in April 
1944 and paid off in 1972, is the 
only World Whr II destroyer in this 
country and represents all those 
destroyers lost in that war and the 
thousands of men lost with them. 

I served on her last commission 
and she was always a happy ship. I 
urge all your readers to do all they 
can to persuade South Tyneside 
Council to reconsider their deci¬ 
sion. - D, Thompson, Weston - 
Super-Mare. 

HMS Cavalier is the last of many 
'C 1 Class destroyers who were part 
of the 8th Destroyer Flotilla which 
helped maintain peace in the Far 
East. 

Is it now to be part of a theme 
park in Malaysia, thereby letting 
yet yet another piece of our her¬ 
itage go forever? 

How about Portsmouth, 
Chatham or even Plymouth giving 
this'old lady' a good resting place? 
By allowing the public the chance 
to view this ship the seeds would 
be sown for the next generation of 
sailors, - J.Nicholson, Baldock, 
Herts. (See page 19) 


I have since been in touch 
with Jim and he tells me that 
he was only able to write to NN 
by a bizarre circumstance. 

He explained: “I now live in a 
town called Toomawooma in 
Queensland, At 67, my pastime is 
playing bowls and just recently a 
chap who plays with me said to 
me: s Weren t you in the Royal 
Navy, Jim? I was taking a stroll 
with my dog the other day and I 
walked through the old, deserted 
railway station on the edge of town 
- and on the now rusty and rotting 
station bench was this tatty copy of 
Navy News. 

'Recalling that you were once in 
the RN, Jim, I've brought it for you 
to see”' 

He then handed the bedraggled 
copy of Navy News to Jim Green 
who was surprised on two counts. 

First, he had never heard of or 
seen Navy News prior to that event 
(he had been in Qz since 1954, the 
year the paper first appeared). 

Secondly, inside was the article I 
had asked you to put in relating to 
my seeking old shipmates from 
HMS Hart. 

Jim could hardly believe his eyes 


to see this particular item and to 
receive it in such strange circum¬ 
stances, Whs it, as Jim says, “just 


fate” - or was the old RN magic at 
work? - W. Devon, Liverpool 


LETTERS to the Editor 
shoutd always be accompa¬ 
nied by the correspondent s 
name and address , not nec¬ 
essarily for publication . 


Piston 

power 

WITHOUT in any way detracting 
from his remarkable feat, I must 
point out that the late Cdr Peter 
Hoagy' Carmichael, whose obitu¬ 
ary appeared in the September 
edition, was far from being “the 
only pilot of a piston-engined 
fighter to shoot down a jet”. 

This was achieved on many 
occasions during World War II by 
pilots of the USAAF flying piston- 
engined fighters in combat against 
German Me 262 and Araao At 
234 jet aircraft. 

My ‘local' Group alone, the 
355tn Fighter Group of the 8th 
USAAF based at Steeple Morden, 
Cambs, lists five pilots who have 
achieved this distinction. - 
D.J.Beynon, Haslingfield, 
Cambs. 

Sorry - we believe Cdr 
Carmichael was the first and only 
Fleet Air Arm pilot to have done 
it, though - Ed. 

A nose 
for it 

I SAW the picture of HMS Ocelot 
with ‘new dome' featured in the 
September issue - but I am sure 
this is not one of the originals. 

I believe this to be the very lat¬ 
est that was being tested late in 
the 1980s and early 90s and is a 
glass fibre dome .The one pictured 
I believe was being testeo for the 
Australian Navy- FTC-Webb, 
Colchester. 


BLITHE SPIRIT OF THE FORTIES 



avy News 


ti ye 

Editorial and Business address: Leviathan Block, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POI 3HH 
Editor: Jim Allaway 
Deputy Editor: Anton Hanney 
Assistant Editors: Dominic Blake and Mike Gray 
Business Manager: Anne Driver 
TELEPHONES 

Editorial: 01705-294228/724163 Fax: 01705 838845 
(Mil. PNB 24163) 

Advertising: 01705 725062 
Distribution and accounts: 01705 724226 
Additional direct lines to all business departments: 
01705-826040 ( 24-hour service), 291525 
Fax: 01705-830149 


REGARDING your piece 
about the restored RN Ariel 
350cc motorcycle (September 
Issue) I have a photograph of 
my late wife - her maiden 
name was Cornwell - sitting 
astride one (see right). 

She was a Wren at HMS 
Bee, Holyhead which is where 
t believe It was taken, - 
J Johnston, Wlckford. 



WHEN full length sub lieu¬ 
tenants courses were restart¬ 
ed in 1946 they included a 
six week air course at RNAS 
Gosport, Apart from trips In 
all sorts of aircraft from 
Beaufighters to Oxfords and 
Ansons we were taught to fly 
Tiger Moths (with varying 
degrees of success!). 

However, when the weather 
was bad or the aircraft were 
u/s it was thought to be good 
for us to 'scramble 1 at the 
back of the airfield on 125cc 
bikes. 

This was seldom possible 
so we were put astride a 
bunch of Artels. The briefing 
was simple and quick. The PQ 
Instructor showed us the 
throttle, clutch, brakes, how 
to kick-start - and then 
ordered us to follow him, 
straight out of the main gate, 
through Fareham, up the 
Alton road and back by way of 
Petersfleld and Denmead. 

Ail this without the benefit 
of licences, insurance etc. 
Mercifully there was little traf¬ 
fic on the roads 51 years ago. 
Anyway, there were no casu¬ 
alties and we were always 
back in time for 'Secure'. 

Only two of the 16 on my 
course went into aviation - a 
Canadian and an Indian. - 
Capt R.K.C.Harris, Arundel. 

AN ARIEL was the Sick Bay 
machine which formed part of 
our transport section at RNAS 
Inskip in Lancashire in 1943- 


44. I regarded It as my per¬ 
sonal property as the junior 
surgeon lieutenant - the PMO 
monopolised the Tilly - and it 
never failed me. 

It rapidly got me to the 
scene of any nearby or air¬ 
field accident - often before 
the ambulance - and was 
Invaluable to visit the RAF 
hospitals at Klrkham and 
Weeton, 

Best of all, It took me to the 
Wrens sick quarters at 
Thlstleton Lodge, which is 
where the photo was taken 

(left). 


I only fell off It once and it 
carried me safely in all stages 
of Inebriation In those pre- 
breathalyser days. My only 
mistake was to be seen by the 
Captain when I was on the 
way to the local pub with my 
favourite VAD on the pillion. 
For this non-official use of 
service transport the bike was 
was removed back to the 
transport section. 

Happily it was restored 
after a few weeks and from 
then on 1 was more careful! - 
E.V.B.Morton, Truro. 
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Letters 



Stapved of affection in a foreign field - Ark's Gannet 



WHILE passing through Monchengladbach Airport here in Germany I was rather sad¬ 
dened to see Gannet 042, still wearing the colours of 849 Sdn B Flight, HMS Ark Royal, 
sitting rather forlorn ty in the middle of a children's playground. 

The aircraft, which I last saw during my two years In the Ark in 1975/76 is now in a 
dilapidated condition. Given that we are several hundred miles from the coast in an 
area not exactly known for its naval connections, can anybody tell me how the aircraft 
came to end its career here? -J.Downing, c/o NAAFI Reg No 13047, BFPO 40. 


INDOMITABLE OUT 
OF THE PICTURE 


IN YOUR review of The 
Royal Navy in World War II 

(September issue) you said 
^when Indomitable ran 
aground off Jamaica the other 
two ships arrived at Singapore 
without her”, I feel that this 
gives a misleading impression. 

When I carried out the research 
for my recent book Aircraft 
Carriers of the Royal and 
Commonwealth Navies 1 discov- 


Great 
day far 
Scans 


I WAS privileged and 
proud to have attended the 
commissioning of the new 
HMS Scott. 

It was a wonderful day 
marred only by the persis¬ 
tant rain - and I was 
extremely sorry for the RM 
Band, the guard, officers 
and crew who in true Naval 
tradition carried out their 
duties In an excellent man¬ 
ner. 

For me it was a proud 
day to once again be on 
the deck of an HMS Scott 
as I served in the previous 
Scott during 
Barrage, 

Vaagso raid and D-Day 
landings. 

The new Scott is a mag¬ 
nificent example of mod¬ 
ern technology and crew 
comfort has been high on 
the priority list (a very long 
way off from our allocated 
18 inches between ham¬ 
mocks). 

I am grateful to all those 
who took time to have a 
chat. Capt Mark kindly 
mentioned the presence of 
men who had served In the 
old Scott and my colleague 
D.Brake and i being the 
only two In that category 
were extremely pleased by 
the recognition. - 
LAGawan, Bognor Regis. 


\ previous 
ng the Northern 
Lofoten and 


Long look at 
our Aussie 
cobbers’ 
clobber. . . 

I AM currently on Exercise Longlook, the RN and Royal Australian Navy exchange, and 
one question I keep asking myself is: why are we spending time and money trialing new 
clothing when all we have to do is look at the Australian example? 


Engineer 

survivor 

I WAS sad to read of the death of 
Cdr Skipwith in the September 
issue, for he was a good friend of 
our family. 

My father was the Engineer 
Commander in HMS Prince of 
Wales and he was the senior sur¬ 
vivor at the time. 

He was also involved in setting 
up the Damage Control School. 

Originally in the Executive 
branch, he transferred to engineer¬ 
ing under the Jackie Fisher scheme 
in about 1921, hence the unusual 
reversal of branch and rank - peo¬ 
ple who entered as engineers would 
be Cdr(E). 

We came to Victoria in 1948 
where there were four survivors of 
the sinking, the others being Mid 
R.H.Leir (later Rear Admiral, 
RCN), and Cpls RM Tbrner and 
Slater, - Lt Cdr J.Goudy, RCN 
Retd, Victoria, British Columbia. 


Having spent the past few 
months living and working with the 
RAN and seeing them in various 
roles, I have formed the opinion 
that their uniforms are far superior 
to ours. 

Onboard ships at sea everybody 
from the Captain down wears com¬ 
bat overalls, ‘Probans' made of fire 
retardant material. They are easy 
to wear and require low mainte¬ 
nance. 

A service jumper or working 
jacket is wom over the the top in 
inclement weather. There is then 
no need for the constant changing 
of rigs during the day, ie for scran 
or into night clothing. 

They also only wear one type of 
footwear onboard, an elastic sided 
steel toe cap boot, again comfort¬ 
able to wear and quick to put on, 
no fiddling around with laces. 

Alongside, people such as the 
Captain, OOD and those making 
calls ashore will then wear No 5s 
etc. 

When in establishments ashore 
they adopt three rigs. Personnel 
employed in workshops. Buffers 
parties or in stores can wear either 
Coveralls or No 8s (no'4s)„ Office 
workers regardless of rate wear a 
white shirt, black trousers and tie. 
All ranks and rates also wear soft 
rank insignia (SRIs), A plain black 
epaulet for a seaman, a gold reef 
knot on a black background for an 
AJB and then anchors the same as 
our Leading Hand onwards. 

The white shirt has two breast 
pockets. A name tally is worn 
above one and medal flashes above 
the other. They have done away 
with white fronts except for cere¬ 
monial. 


The wearing of this shirt and tie 
rig gives a smarter and more pro¬ 
fessional look to any office. When 
1 was promoted to Ft tty Officer 
and wore a shirt and tie at work I 
felt very smart for the first time in 
service rig - however, on compar¬ 
ing myself to a seaman in the RAN 
I feel as if I am wearing a school 
uniform. 

1 know we have just started to 
smarten up our junior rates by 
putting them into tropical white 
shirts ashore, but these look plain. 
A simple addition of SR Is and a 
name bar would be a start towards 
giving us a better image ashore. I 
reel it is in the smaller areas we 
need to look at our uniform - tie 
pins, name bars, medal flashes. 

Taking a leaf out of the books of 
a Navy that took the lead from our 
own might save us a lot of money 
in the long term and allow it to he 
better spent elsewhere. - ROSA 
R.N.Kemp, HMAS Watson, New 
South Wales. 

1 HAVE returned to Australia hav¬ 
ing completed an exchange 
between our mo navies and I 
would simply like to say thanks to 
all the civics, officers and sailors - 
especially the Jack Du sties -1 met 
in HMS Fearless and Gloucester 
and at Yeovilton, Nelson and the 
Portsmouth Naval Base. 

I had a great time and was cer¬ 
tainly in no hurry to come home. 
Mind you, I was wearing thermal 
underwear for much of your sum¬ 
mer and Tm sort of glad I didn’t 
experience one of your white 
Christmases, 

Weather and beer aside, I sin¬ 
cerely believe that the Royal 


Navy’s people are its greatest asset 
their 


and a great credit to 
country. 


heir beautiful 


ered that, whilst Indomitable was 
intended eventually for service in 
the Far East she was never ordered 
to join Prince of Wales and 
Repulse, 

She was not commissioned for 
sea trials until September 7 1941 
and was not ready to begin her 
work-up until October 3, when she 
arrived in the Clyde. It had already 
been decided that she would con¬ 
duct the main part of her work-up 
in the U-Boat-free waters of the 
West Indies and when she left 
Greenock on 17 October she was 
making only her fifth trip under 
her own power. 

Three days later, when she was 
in mid Atlantic, the War Cabinet’s 
Defence Committee decided to 
send Prince of Wales to join 
Repulse in the Indian Ocean; the 
Prime Minister did not, at that 
time, believe that an invasion of 
Malaya was likely. He wanted the 
two capital ships to defend ship¬ 
ping against Japanese raiding 
squadrons. 

The Indomitable was not men¬ 
tioned in the Admiralty signal 
which confirmed this decision. 
From other signals, it is known that 
the carrier's work-up was to com¬ 
plete on 22 November when she 
would leave Trinidad for Gibraltar, 
where she was due to arrive on 29 
November 1941 - the day after 
Repulse and Prince of Wales met 
in Colombo. 

Given the need for this work up 
to bring the ship and her 
squadrons to an operational state, 
and the sheer distances involved, 
there was no way that Indomitable 
could have arrived in Singapore by 
10 December, even if the Admiraly 
had ordered her to do so. - Cdr 
D.Hobbs, Shaftesbury. 


Baptism 
of fire 


ferry 1 
tball 


AS WE say j 


to the cruise 


coaching our football team, you 
b******s had better be worried! - 
LSSN P. Evans, HMAS 
Coonawarra, Darwin, Northern 
Territory, Australia. 


r goodbye 1 
liner/troop ship Canberra my mind 
goes back to 1962 when I was PTI 
on board HMS Scorpion and part 
of the 7th Destroyer Squadron sta¬ 
tioned in Malta. 


Canberra was on her maiden 
voyage to New Zealand when, as 
she passed close to Malta, she had 
a fire on board. The duty destroy¬ 
er sailed at full speed to stand by 
her and escort her into Grand 
Harbour for minor repairs. 

During her short stay she was a 
closed ship with only port officials 
allowed on or off her - but on 
board on his way to join the 
RNZN was an ex-SCPTT by the 
name of Sam Johnson who man¬ 
aged to get three PTIs on board 
for a quick drink. 

Sam rose to become a 
Commander in the RNZN and 
later Director of Sport for New 
Zealand. 

I now run a fish and chip shop 
called the Golden Chip, If any old 
shipmates are this way, please call 
in for a chat and a meal - 
B.Garnham, Bury St Edmunds.. 

Exbury’s 

ensign 

IN CONNECTION with your 
article ‘Wartime ensign returns’ 
(September issue) I would like to 
fill in some of the background to 

it. 

As you say, it was in the posses¬ 
sion of the late Arthur Hosey at 
the time of the D-Day exhibition. 
It was only after a great deal of 
time and effort by Jim Brown, one 
of the founder members of the 
Exbury Veterans Association, that 
it was eventually handed to its 
committee by relatives of Mr 
Hosey for its safe keeping. 

Subsequent arrangements 
which culminated in a blessing in 
Exbury Church and a ceremony in 
the grounds of Exbury House were 
mainly due to the unceasing 
efforts of the secretary of the 
EVA, Marion Loveland, Jim 
Brown sadly having died before 
the event. 

The EVA comprises members 
of all ranks and different services 
who at some stage in their service 
served at or passed through 
Exbury while it was in commission. 
- W.Brown, Bournemouth. 
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Using a computerised 
process, we can Invisibly 
repair your cherished 
photographs without 
damaging your original 
image. 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 
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Christmas Cards Sold in Aid of the 

Women’s Royal Naval Service 
Benevolent Thist 



These Colourful Christmas Cards, specially designed for the trust 
carries the message 

With Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year 

size 7ip % Sin - £1.80 per pack of 5 cards with envelopes. 

Orders to;- 

WRNSBT, 311, Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, P02 8PE 

(Cheques made payable to WRNS Benevolent Trust.) Reg Charity No: CR206529 
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Peop/e in the News 






Max Arthur's 
collection of 
remarkable 
accounts 
from brave 
and unassuming 
individuals 
who represent 
a testimony to 
courage and 
endeavour. 
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A CRUISE round Europe on a 
container ship provided poignant 
memories for a survivor from 
HMS Barham. 

John Cross, a former Royal 
Marines corporal, was a passenger 
on a container ship whtcn crossed 
the North Sea, then made its way 
round the Mediterranean. 

The ship’s officers were German, 
and though John had been iL wamed 
not to mention the war” the subject 
was raised by the officers. 

John asked how close the ship 
would pass to the resting place of 
the Barham, sunk in 1941 off 
North Africa, and the captain told 
him it would be five miles. 

But as the ship drew closer, the 
captain invited John to take the 
helm and, under his supervision, 
John steered her to the exact spot. 

Even though it was the small 
hours of the morning, John was 
taken to the upper deck where he 
was delighted to find the ship's 
company assembled for a short 
service, organised by the captain. 

Prayers were said for those who 
died, the survivors, and the crew of 
U-331, which sank her, 

John then dropped Barham and 
Royal Marines mementoes over 
the side. 

The ship's siren was sounded six 
times, and the captain took him 
back to the bridge where, on the 
ship's sonar, two sea bed contacts 
could be seen where the Barham 
sank - probably indicating that the 
ship broke in two as she went down. 
■ The HMS Barham annual 
remembrance service will be held 
on the afternoon of November 22 at 
Westminster Abbey. 

Bell moved 

THE BELL of the battleship HMS 
Valiant has edged closer to nome. 

After serving in two wars, the 
battleship was broken up, and the 
bell was presented to retired Lt 
Cdr David Dumas in 1976. 

The presentation was made by 
Cdr Noel James, then CO of 
frigate HMS Rothesay, which was 
visiting America on an eastward 
round-the-world deployment. 

Now, after 21 years at Lt Cdr 
Dumas's home in Sausalito, 
California, it has been given to 
Cdr Dumas's son Patrick, a former 
US Marine Corps helicopter pilot 
who lives in New York State - so 
the bell has now completed three- 
quarters of a circumnavigation. 


Story listed 

AN ACCOUNT of the early 
days of s Naval officer's 
career Has pun film m the 
running for s short-story 
competition, 

Lt Cdr Ken Napier, based 
at HMS Dolphin In Gosport, 
tells of his adventures in the 
Far East during the 1960s In 
A Year In the Ufa of a 
Midshipman. 

The story has been short* 
listed In the Royal Armouries/ 
Ex-Services Mental Welfare 
Society competition, which 
offers a £1,000 prize. 

Deadline for entries is 
November 28, end titles to 
choose from are Military 
Ufa, Wartime, or Pence. 


Balearic link 

A RETIRED Royal Navy chaplain 
is retaining his maritime links with 
his latest appointment. 

The Rev Dr Simon Stephens 
completed 17 years with the Navy, 
including spells with the Surveying 
Squadron and in HMS Ark Royal. 

Now the Anglican Church has 
given Dr Stephens special respon¬ 
sibility for the British Community 
in Minorca, which was given to 
Britain by the Treaty of Utrecht, 
and remained under British rule 
for almost 100 years. The island’s 
capital, Mahon, was once base port 
for Nelson’s Mediterranean fleet. 


• Hotel service - STD Hon Greenwood of HMS Berkeley prepares 
to serve up dinner with help from Steve Flower t head chef at the 
Berkeley Hotel in London. 

Dining out in style 


THE wardroom of HMS 
Berkeley dined out In style 
when they held a mess dinner 
at the Berkeley Hotel In London. 

The Hunt-class min shunter 
has a strong affiliation with the 
hotel, which has in the past 

R rovJded opportunities for 
aval chefs and stewards to 
see how hotel kitchens are run. 
In return, the ship has taken 
hotel staff to sea so they can 
appreciate the working condi¬ 


tions of their Naval counter¬ 
parts. 

LCH Graham King and CH 
Gary Mackay worked under the 
watchful eye of hotel head chef 
Steve Flower, while STD Ron 
Greenwood, having conducted 
a wine selection and tasting In 
the hotel cellar, served dinner 
to the wardroom and guests, 
Including guest of honour 
Jean-Jacques P erg ant, general 
manager of the Berkeley, 


LWRN(SA) Nicola Bird’s 
efforts towards establishing a 
system to monitor stores 
expenditure at HMS Excellent 
won her the Commodore’s 
termly special prize. 

Nicola (above) worked on 
stores-related costings, and 
still managed to be a key mem¬ 
ber of the support party for 
HMS Excellent’s Whitbread 
field gun crew. 


S/Lt Peter Towell has received 
the 1996 British Aerospace 
Sword, awarded annually to 
the Special Duties Officer in 
Engineering who shows the 
best across-the-board results, 
Peter (above), who was given 
the sword during Ceremonial 
Divisions at HMS Sultan, is 
now Deputy Marine Engineer 
Officer in HMS York. 




• All set - (left) Trevor Jones , In the Tiger Moth cockpit, with Cdr 
Phil Shaw t before the flight over Yeovtlton (above). 


Freighter 

honours 

Barham 


The sky's 


A FORMER naval officer who 
broke his neck in a skiing acci¬ 
dent ten years ago took to the 
skies over Yeovilton, 

Ttevor Jones became hooked on 
flying when he visited the Duke of 
York during his helicopter training 
at RNAS Culdrose, and flew with 
the Duke's instructor, Lt Phil Shaw. 

TVevor served in the Falkland^ 
with the Fleet Air Arm, and made 
the headlines when he helped to 
rescue Richard Branson from the 
Irish Sea after his transatlantic bal¬ 
loon crossing. 

But in 1987, while competing in 
the RN skiing championships, 
Ttevor had an accident which left 


him paralysed and with only limit¬ 
ed use of his arms. 

But that did not prevent him 
from testing himself at a number 
of arduous and adventurous 'hob¬ 
bies', including scuba^diving, ski¬ 
ing, and piloting his own micro- 
light aircraft - solo. 

He recently flew himself across 
the English Channel, and his next 
project is to sail around the world 
in a specially-adapted trimaran - 
named The Next Challenge. 

Now Trevor has flown with Phil 
once again - this time in Cdr 
Shaw’s Tiger Moth, over 
Yeovilton, when the pair took a 45- 
minute spin, including acrobatics. 


the limit 
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People in the News 








• Slice of the action - Albert Wood cuts his birthday cake with 
help from another submariner, Phil Redman . 


Long time, no sea 


• LWEA Simon Day. 

Trainees 
score in 
contest 

TWO ENGINEERS from 
a Royal Navy establish¬ 
ment reached the final of a 
national competition. 

LWEAs Simon Day and 
David Parr, who were at the 
time based at HMS 
ColJingwood in Farcham, 
entered the regional Young 
Engineers for Britain competi¬ 
tion with a squash scoreboard, 
designed and built for their 
apprenticeships. 

The project won the indus¬ 
trial section, and picked up the 
Omicron Surface Science Ltd 
award for outstanding entries. 

Victory in the regional com¬ 
petition put the pair into the 
national final, which was held 
at the Commonwealth 
Institute in London. 

They were one of only four 
teams selected to contest the 
national category of "‘working 
in industry”, hut they could 
not repeat their success at 
regional level - although their 
entry was deemed to be of a 
very high standard. 

The pair have now left HMS 
Collingwood and have joined 
HM ships York and Invincible. 


• LWEA David Parr 


• Ail yours - Commodore Peter Kldner takes over the 
Defence Helicopter Support Authority from Air Commodore 
Ian Brakenbury. The DHSA f at RN air station Yeoviiton, pro¬ 
vides support for all British military helicopters. 


A FORMER submariner 
has celebrated his 102nd 
birthday in appropriate fash¬ 
ion - with a tot or two of rum. 

Albert Wood, who now lives 
in Canada, served in RN sub- 
marines during both World 
Wars, winning many medals. 

And as part of the birthday cele¬ 
brations at the Extended Care 
Unit of St Joseph’s Hospital in 
British Columbia, Albert was pre¬ 
sented with life membership of the 
Royal Canadian Submarine 


Association, making him the old¬ 
est member in the country. 

He is also believed to be the 
oldest member of the Submarine 
Coxswain Association in England. 

Albert, who was born in 
September 1895 in Croydon, 
Surrey, joined the Navy at 15, and 
in the following 29 years served in 
many vessels and establishments, 
including HM ships Impregnable, 
Prince of Wales, Superb, Hercules, 
Dolphin, Excellent, Cyclops, 
Titania, Inconstant and Vulcan. 

Mr Wood's son Colin was also 
at the party. 


A FORMER Royal Navy offi¬ 
cer has been appointed deputy 
secretary general of The 
Missions to Seamen. 

Capt Peter Bryan (59) 
joined the organisation's 
southern region as director in 
1993, following retirement 
from the Navy. 

He had spent 38 years in the 
seaman branch of the service, 
specialising in submarines - 
four of which he commanded. 

He also held staff positions 
in Portsmouth and Whitehall 
and, as a committed church¬ 
man, was chairman of the 
RN’s archdeaconry synod. 

The Missions to Seamen is 
an Anglican Church mission¬ 
ary society, caring for all sea¬ 
farers in 3(M) ports worldwide. 

Working through chaplains 
and staff it averages 70,000 
ship visits, welcomes 900,000 
seafarers to its centres, visits 
1,000 in hospitals and helps 
more than 1,000 justice and 
welfare cases each year. 


New rig for 
apprentices 

THE LAST class of Artificer 
Apprentices to wear Class III uni¬ 
form has passed out of HMS 
Raleigh. 

As Wrens are now dressed the 
same as their male counterparts, 
so too are the apprentices. 

Out goes the collar and tie and 
peaked cap, and all apprentices 
are now- issued with Class II uni¬ 
form - square rig. 

Of the 47 youngsters who joined 
Fisgard Squadron last April 33 
have successfully completed basic 
training course - and made a little 
hit of history into the bargain. 


Seafarers 

mission 

accepted 


NATO roles 

TWO RN personnel took leading 
roles in a major NATO ceremony 
in the United States. 

CPOWEA Andy Wyatt was 
given the honour of carrying the 
ACLANT colours at the change of 
command ceremony for 
SACLANT - the Supreme Allied 
Commander Atlantic. 

Dignitaries, including the US 
Secretary of Defence and the 
NATO Secretary General were 
piped on board American nuclear 
aircraft carrier USS John C 
Stennis by an international side 
party which included LWTR 
Adrian Humphries. Both are serv¬ 
ing with Naval Party 1964. 

Marching first? 

A TEAM from RN air station 
Yeoviiton has completed the gru¬ 
elling Nijmegen Marches in the 
Netherlands - and believe they are 
the first Navy team to do so. 

The team, led by CPO Roger 
Collar from Portland, completed 
the 100-mile course over four 
days, each carrying a 10kg pack. 

Around 8,000 military personnel 
and 37,000 civilians from around 
the world take part in the annual 
marches, w r hich began in 1900. 


A NAVY charge chief has received a 
long service award - while serving in a 
vessel which is more like a building site 
than a submarine. 

CCWEA ‘Rab T Butler is serving in HMS 
Vengeance, the last of the four Trident missile 
submarines which is now in build at VSEL in 
Barrow, and will not be commissioned until 
1999 - shortly before Rab leaves the Navy. 

Rab joined up in 1966, and has spent the 
past 16 years in the submarine flotilla, includ¬ 
ing spells in HM ships Repulse and 
Victorious. 

Rah is married, with two sons, and is a 
county class d^rts player. 

He is pictured being awarded the clasp to 
his Long Service and Good Conduct medal by 
Flag Officer Submarines, Rear Admiral 
James Perowne. 


Veterans back at base 


FORMER US Air Force veter¬ 
ans have made a nostalgic 
visit to their old air base in 
Scotland. 

Around 65 ex-Servicemen 
and their wives from the 
Prestwick Alumni Association 
called in at HMS Gannet, the 
RN air station which now occu¬ 
pies the site of the old 
American air base in Ayrshire. 

The visit included tours of 
the Operations building and 
the hangar, where there was a 
chance for the veterans to see 
the Sea King helicopters and 
learn about life at the base. 

For many it was their first 
time back, and they were 
pleased to see landmarks from 
their era still standing. 

The Commanding Officer of 
HMS Gannet, Cdr Nigel Arnall- 
Culllford, presented the 
Association with crests from 
819 Squadron and HMS 
Gannet as permanent 
reminders of their return to 
Scotland. 


for all NAVY MEWS readers 

ONLY £25 (r.r.p. £30) j 

Simply cut out this advert & send to: j 
Bishops Printers, Banana House, 
Goldsmith Avenue, South so a, 
Portsmouth Hants P04 0Y2, with 
| your name and address for full 
details and an order form. 

SEND NO MONEY NOW l 

Book out August 1998 


• Up front - former Brigadier Genera/ Robert Petty of 2176 
Communications Squadron, based at Prestwick in 1964-66, is 
shown the Sea King by Lt SI Klrkham of 819 Naval Air Squadron , 


Award for 
telecomms 

THE QUALITY of naval shore 
communications has been 
recognised with the award 
of official certification. 

The Maintenance and 
Support Division of the 
Directorate of Naval Shore 
Telecommunications gained 
ISO 9002 certification. 

Director General Fleet 
Support (Ops and Plans), 
Rear Admiral Brian 
Perowne, making the 
award, said it marked a 
major milestone in ensur¬ 
ing that the highest possi¬ 
ble standards of support 
are available to the opera¬ 
tional fleet. 
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Helping Hands 





Volunteers 
reach giddy 
heights 


THE DEATH defying skills of 
Royal Marines Reserve 
Bristol have helped to raise an 
incredible £150,000 for charity 
this year alone. 

After their charity commando 
slide in the Avon Gorge enabled 
volunteers lo collect over £40,000 
(Naiy New/i August 1997) they 
have repeated their success in 
London and Blackpool. 

Unit Sgl Major W02 Tony 
Boyle went tin to organise a com¬ 
mando slide from the Citibank 
Tower in the capital which raised a 
further £50,000 for good causes. 

And the unit rigged up another 
slide from the top of the 
Blackpool 'tower to raise a similar 
amount for the Anthony Nolan 
Bone Marrow Trust. 

iTkC event was televised live fay 
both Granada TV and The Big 
Breakfast , with presenter Rick 
Adam's making a descent at the 
end of the morning’s programme. 

It was only the second time that 
a commando slide has been set up 
from the 470ft - tower. The last 
time was in 1989 when the 
Marines set a new world record. 

U RSM WO l Nev Weston, 
from Stone house Barracks, 
Plymouth, personally raised over 
£500 by taking part in the Avon 
Gorge event. 

The money helped buy a special 
wheelchair for 12-year-old Kyle 
Aston from I tele’s School, Flympton. 


From earlier wars we had 'Shell Shock’. Today they call it ‘Combat Stress'. What 
Corporal Alan Young saw and heard in Sarajevo left him cowering in a corner, And he 
still can't leave his room. 

For many veterans, not just from Bosnia but from the Falklands, Korea, and 
especially the Second World War, the story is the same. Combat Stress' can shatter 
a life forever. 

Today Alan is looked after by the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With over 
4,000 men and women lo care tor and who knows how many more, we need every 
penny you can spare. Psychiatric care, nursing and the management of our homes 
costs money that will only come from people like you, people who 
care about those who gave more than they could spare. 

Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently. 

They tried to give more than they could. 
Please give as much as you can. 

To protect lfto$d concerned this is an amafgam c f cass histories tin cur care. 


EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Dept.NNS. Broadway House. Ttte Broadway, Wimbledon SW!91PL Telephone: 0181-543 8333 

□ Ptaase find enclosed my donation tor £5D/£20/£1 011511 _ Rag cnamy hi* apeoce 

or charge my Aecess/Viss/Charitycaid No. 

c n i i i i i i i i i m i i i 

^ Please send me further details, aboul ihe Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society 

Name (BLOCK LETTERS)__ 

Address 


Signature _ 


Data Prdtaction Ad We may occasional wish to contact you with news Ol our worfc. If you would prater 
|^!has *e do not, please in*, theta* | | 


HMS HERON'S Motor Cycle Club held a mini-moto race day to say thank you to friends 
and sponsors- In the last year the RNMCC has raised more than £15,000 for the BBC's 
Children In Need Appeal, After a series of races, the final was won by Gary Taylor of 
Taylor's Motorcycles, Crewcerne. 


What are you doing at Easter? 


Presents 


Courtly 


Afterwards, the team from 
HMS Sultan presented the 
Cadet unit with numerous 
plaques, posters, pictures, a 
white ensign, a hand-painted TS 
Obdurate life buoy and a mount¬ 
ed Sea King tail rotor to help 
make up for the items lost in the 
fire. 

And there was one more duty 
to perform before leaving... the 
team kitted themselves out with 
brooms and sticks in place of 
rifles and with a burnt-out bugle 
found in the building, sunset was 
carried out as the new White 
Ensign was lowered on their 
departure! 


Goodwill gifts reach 
orphans in Romania 

CHRISTMAS came early for orphans and street chil¬ 
dren in Romania when HMS Campbeltown visited the 
port of Constanta during her Black Sea deployment 

A team from the ship delivered a consignment of toys, 
chocolates, books and clothes from well-wishers in the UK 
to the Chernovoda orphanage and tackled a host of building 
and decorating jobs at a school for youngsters with HIV. 

• Above: PO Andrew Taylor and LS Ian Stretton make 
friends at the orphanage in Constanta. 


COMBAT 


HELPING HANDS are needed for the 
annual Handicapped Children’s 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes this Easter. 

The Handicapped Children’s Pilgrimage 
Trust (RN) plans to take three groups of 
children to France, from Scotland, the 
South East and West of England. 

HCPT Secretary, Lt Cdr Tim Forer, said: 
"1 would like to hear from any Naval per¬ 
sonnel who are prepared to take on the 


challenge of becoming a volunteer in their 
own time and largely at their own expense. 

Challenge 

"They will return exhausted but mental¬ 
ly and spiritually refreshed - if ever you 
wanted evidence that you get out of life 
what you put in - this is it.” 

The dates for the trip are April 11 to 19 
and the cost per helper is expected to be 


around £400. For more details, contact Lt 
Cdr Forer in the legal section, HMS 
Nelson, HMNB Portsmouth ext. 23830. 

□ Service volunteers are desperately 
sought by 16th Gosport Scout Group. 

Three of their leaders were serving RN 
but were drafted in September. 

If you can spare a few hours a week and 
would like more details, ring Margaret 
Painter on 01329 236693, 


Desert ride 

CCMT Matthew Webb 
aims to raise £2,000 for 
deaf children with a 
350km cycle through 
Jordan. 

If you would (ike to make a 
donation, send a cheque for 
the National Deaf Children's 
Society to CCMT Webb, 
Royal Hospital HasJar, 
Gosport, Hants POI2 2RU. 


Sailors step in 


AIR ENGINEERS from HMS Sultan flew to the aid of 
Sea Cadets in Warrington when they read about an 
arson attack on their unit in Wavy News. 

The blaze at TS Obdurate completely gutted the building, 
destroying priceless memorabilia and forcing the cadets to hold 
their meetings at the nearby Air Training Corps Head Quarters. 


LAEM Craik from course 
AQ95/1M at HMS Sultan said: 
“After reading about the arson 
attack in March’s Navy News we 
were shocked to learn of Sea 
Cadets having to hold their 
meetings in the ATC HQ. 

"So, as a break from the nor¬ 
mal type of community project 
usually carried out by Artificers 
in the Sultan Area, we decided 


st mss 


as a whole course to give up a 
weekend of our time and travel 
up to Warrington to offer our 
services. 

TS Obdurate committee 
members were delighted with 
the offer of help and wasted no 
time in putting the team to work. 

On one of the hottest days of 
the year, the team applied some 
"controlled vandalism' to dis¬ 
mantle the remains of the large 
old building and piled up the 
remains for disposal by a local 
scrap dealer. 

When the demolition was 
complete the committee mem¬ 
bers laid on a well-earned BBQ 
for the tired and sunburnt 
sailors. 


to help cadets 


SMALL BIKES - BIG MONEY! 


In brief 


A CHRISTMAS meeting with 
Santa is on the cards for a 
group of terminally ill children 
- thanks to a group of sailors 
from HMS Anglesey. 

LSA Steps Stephenson, CPC) 
Andy Ross, STD Danny Nichol 
and LRO Taff Davis spent 24 
hours in a Hferaft to raise cash for 
the Wish Upon A Star charity 
which is organising a flight to 
Lapland for the poorly youngsters. 

The ship’s company ana their 
families pledged over £500 and the 
rest was collected from visitors to 
Portsmouth's Historic Dockyard as 
they passed the life raft in the 
Victory Gate Boat pond. 

□ □ □ 

THE FIRST ever conference 
between all the major sea¬ 
farers charities was held in 
London in October 

CONGO '97 was organised 
by King George’s Fund For 
Sailors to encourage greater 
co-operation between the 
groups to help face the chal¬ 
lenges of the next millennium. 

□ □ □ 

SERVICE personnel and civil¬ 
ians from the Captain Fleet 
Maintenance office in HMS 
Drake raised £1,000 for chil¬ 
dren with asthma through a 
host of charity events. 

Captain Peter Wilson and PO 
Del Sharpies visited Derriford 
Hospital in Plymouth to present 
the money, which will help pay for 
essential equipment and an educa¬ 
tion programme for schools and 
families. 

□ □ □ 

HMS EDINBURGH raised 
£2,000 for the Edinburgh 
Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children during her deploy¬ 
ment to the Gulf. 

Fund-raising events included 
a 100-mile relay around the 
deck, a sponsored row, flight 
deck fetes, BBGs and karaoke. 

Edinburgh's CO, Cdr Jack 
Tarr, and members of the ship’s 
company presented the money 
to the hospital during their 
recent visit to the city. 

□ □ □ 

A GRUELLING 98-mile cycle 
from Glasgow to Fort William 
over the West Highland Way 
was completed in 14 hours by 
four sailors from HMS 
Neptune. 

CPOs Geoff Greenwood, Russ 
Forsdick, Tom Wishart and PO 
John Kininmunth raised £350 with 
the ride which was sponsored by 
the RNRM Cycling Association 
and Helensburgh Cycles, 

□ □ □ 

KIND-HEARTED sailors from 
HMS Collingwood have 
raised over £2,000 for chari¬ 
ty as well as providing vol¬ 
unteers for good causes. 

A variety show in the unit's 
theatre raised £1,000 for the 
Children in Need Appeal and a 
72-mile sponsored walk along 
the South Downs raised £1,028 
for the Cot Death Society. 

Football matches between 
WO&SRs Mess, RNAD Gosport 
and Pentas of Fareham raised 
another £250 for the Dreams 
Come True’ charity for termi¬ 
nally ill children. 

Weapon Engineers visited 
the Royal Sailors Rests to help 
with redecorating, and the con¬ 
gregation of St George & St 
Gabriel’s Church pooled their 
resources to collect food ham- 

P ers for homeless people in 
areham. 

□ □ □ 

FANCY cycling from Warsaw 
to Prague and trying your 
hand at white whaler rafting 
next May to raise cash for 
charity? 

Contact Great Ormond Street 
Hospital’s Rosemary Toning ton 
on (1171 928 7388 for more details. 
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at our 
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Tel: 01752 669845 
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SUPPLIERS OF UNIFORM AND MENSWEAR FASHION 
TO THE ROYAMNAVY AND ROYAL MARINES 
THROUGHOUT THE UK AND GIBRALTAR 


- Stockist of: 

ADIDAS • LACOSTE • BURBERRYS 
LEVI STRAUSS • TIMBERLAND 
RALPH LAUREN 
AND MANY MORE MAJOR BRANDS 


Harrier 


record 


• TOUCHDOWN: 
A Spanish 
AB8V lands on 
HMS Invincible 

Picture: LA(PHOT) C 
Burden 

mTRI-SERVtCE: 
NA James 
Hiddlesfon with 
RAF Survival 
Equipment 
Specialist CpI 
Dawn 

McMonagfe 
and Pte Craig 
Atisopp , who is 
on a 3-month 
detachment 
from Durham 
Light Infantry 

Picture: LA/PHOT) C 
Burden 


# TAKE OFF: A Spanish AV8B launches from invincible during the mutti-Harrier sortie as the 
next West indies Guard ship, HMS Newcastle, steams past. Picture: lac phot, i c Burden. 


m 

)ptions 

invinci 
claims 


neighbourhood to demonstrate 
further the flexibility and capabil¬ 
ity of these aircraft carriers as key 
elements in support of UK securi¬ 
ty policy.” 

After the exercise the ship visit¬ 
ed Norfolk in Virginia where com¬ 
mand of (he UK Task Group 
(CGMUKTG) passed from Rear 
Admiral Alan West to Rear 
Admiral Ian Forbes. 

The appointment of CGMUK¬ 
TG carries with it the role of 
Commander Ami Submarine 
Warfare Striking Force, and 
Admiral Forbes is accountable to 
Commander Striking Fleet, based 
in Norfolk. 

Admiral Forbes, who was 
awarded the Queens 
Commendation for Valuable 
Service in May 19% for his role in 
the NATO bombing campaign in 
Bosnia as Captain of HMS 
Invincible, said he was delighted 
to he hack on board. 

Rear Admiral West is promoted 
to Vice Admiral and is the new 
Chief of Defence Intelligence. 

US Forces 

While in Virginia ihe ship was 
also busy with preparations for 
combined Hying operations with 
the US Marine Corps and US Air 
Force, but some of the ship’s com¬ 
pany were able to make excur¬ 
sions ashore. 

Several took the opportunity to 
see Washington DC and Lt 
George McCaffrey and LA Pat 
Conway made a whistle-slop lour 
of Durham, North Carolina, 
bringing greetings from the ship 
and (he people of Durham, 
England, Invincible’s affiliated 
city. 

Invincible returns home to 
Portsmouth in time for Christmas 
after further visits to Barbados, 
Puerto Rico and Barcelona 
(where she hosts a marketing ini¬ 
tiative for British investment) and 
operations in the Adriatic. 


THREE different types of Harrier flew from HMS 
Invincible during the mutli-national NATO exercise 
TaporT off southern Spain. 

For the first lime, the ship’s FA2 Sea Harriers operated along¬ 
side GR7 ground attack aircraft from RAF Wittering as well as 
their Spanish counterparts - the Harrier AV8B plus 7 . 


Invincible's CO. Capt Roy 
Clare, said: "Wc have been work¬ 
ing closely with the Spanish air¬ 
craft carrier SPS Principe De 
Asturias in combined missions, as 
w f ell as conducting our own joint 
RN and RAF sorties, and today 
we had the opportunity to embark 
their AV8B aircraft for this world 
first. 


Three types of Flarrier were 
launched for a combined joint 
mission in an impressive demon¬ 
stration of projection of air power 
from the sea. 

* s We look forward lo other 
opportunities during this exercise 
and in the forthcoming months 
whilst on watch in the global 


• CAPtTOL HILL: Sailor’s from HMS Invincible catch up with Navy 
News during a flying visit to Washington DC. They are (back row 
ieft to right) AEM(WL) Langford , LAEM Sherwood and OM Evans 
(centre) SA Munden and WSA Green (front) WOM(C) Wallace, 
LIVflO Roiianson and LMAQ Ryder. 
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Brave is back 
on the beat 


SEEN back at sea in the Plymouth Exercise 
Areas after six months in dock and (inset) 
floodlit at Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, HMS 
Brave has arrived in the Falklands, reliev¬ 
ing HMS Somerset as Guardship. 

The former scourge of drug runners in the 
West Indies has been confined to the Devonport 
area for a full 15 months during a work period 
that saw an overhaul of much of her equipment 
and the conversion of some store rooms into a 
new messdeck for Officer Cadets from BRNC 
Dartmouth undergoing Initial Sea Training. 

During that time she collected a commenda¬ 
tion from the United States for her achievements 
during her West Indies deployments, plus the 
British Aerospace Seawolf Trophy. 

She will spend the next seven months away. 
First port of call was Las Palmas which gave the 
Type 22 frigate its first run ashore in over a year. 


Salvador in Brazil came next - highlight of the 
passage being the Crossing the Line ceremony 
in which more than half the ship’s company were 
Initiated (including some who had actually 
crossed several times before). 

In Salvador many of them gave up their free 
time to help renovate a school for underprivi¬ 
leged children - who were invited to a party on 
board. 

The visit also provided the opportunity for a 
family reunion. Brave had a group of 18 Officer 
Cadets embarked - and one of them, Martin 
Densham, was able to meet up with his sister 
Sarah, currently working as Personal Assistant 
to the Naval Attache in BrazNia, 

After a short fuel stop in Montevideo, Brave 
arrived on station last month. She will hand over 
to HMS Montrose in Februaty and return home 
via Rio de Janeiro (in time for Carnival), 
Fortaleza, Antigua and Fort Lauderdale. 



ROYAL yacht 



HMY BRITANNIA 

To commemorate over 40 years of service, the Britannia Collectionhas been prodiced 

to 

allow everybody to retain a memory' of this magnificent Royal Yacht. Only the highest 
quality garments have been used. On many items, you have the choice of either an 
embroidered logo or a printed logo. If you have any questions about the collection. 




1 


PRINTED T-SHIRT £9.99 
Navy, white or grey 



, ilk 


SWEAT SHIRT 
Embroidered 

£2139 

Printed £19.99 



RJLJGBY SHIRT 
Embroidered 
£29,99 




A V 


POLO SHIRT 
Embroidered 
£21.99 



EMBROIDERED NAVY 
CAPS 

Wool £12.99 
Brushed cotton £8.99 



TECHNOJACKET 
Navy micro-fibre shell with 
red fleece lining. 
Embroidered £69,00 



WALLET 


0|hVHBP 

BUCKLE BELT 


KEY FOB 


SIZES AVAILABLE: S M L XL POSTAGE A PACKING: £1.50 for first item, 50p for each additional item. 
CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: (01983) 291744 

SEND YOUR ORDER TO: Ocean World Ltd., Britannia Collection, High St,, Cowes, lOW, P031 7RR 


The Massed Bands, Fanfare Trumpets 
and Corps of Drums of 

Her Majesty’s Royal Marines 

8 6 6 

presents 

The Mountbatten Festival of Music 1998 


at the Royal Albert Hall. 


Thursday 12, Friday 13 and Saturday 14 February 1998 
at 7.30 pm. 

C\5 

Introduced by Susannah Simons and Desmond Carrington. 

• mm 

Programme to include: 

Light Cavalry Overture 

The Music of Andrew Lloyd-Webber 


Toccata and Fugue in D Minor 

Music of the Big Band Era 


Film music “Last of the Mohicans” 


All proceeds of the Festival will be donated to the Sargent Cancer 

QJ 

Care for Children (formally the Malcolm Sargent Cancer Care for 

..i, „ t 

Children) and Service Charities. 

C3 

Tickets £5, £14, £18, £23 and £29 


Group booking discount available for 12 and 13 February only. 

D 

Available from: 

The Mountbatten Festival Office, 

c 

Corps Secretariat, HMS Excellent, Whale Island, 


Portsmouth, Hants P02 8ER. 

! © 

Tel BT: 01705 547203 Mil: HQRM 7203 


Registered Charity: No 1016088 
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»regrine Trophy prizes announced from among 300 entries 



THE 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


Clockwise from top left: 

• Stormy Skies by LA Neil Hall (SFPU). 

• No. t Skydiversby PO Neil McCormick (Cuidrose). 

• Logo Oceanwave by LA Andy Gedge (Illustrious). 

• Royal Marine By Night by LA Mark Misted (Warrior) 

• No Fear by PO Bob Moir (SBS Poole). 

• FA2 Nightlanding by LA Paul Hanson (801 NAS). 


T OP TEAM in the Royal 
Navy's photo competition 
this year is the Surface 
Flotilla Photographic Unit, whose 
portfolio of six prints won them 
the Peregrine Trophy. 

It puts the team back in the winning 
frame, recalling their success of 1995 
when the SFPTj almost scooped the 
pool of awards in the prestigious con¬ 
test 

There were 300 entries for major prizes 
in the 36th annual Peregrine awards, pre¬ 
sented at the Royal United Services 
institute in Whitehall by the First Sea Lord, 
Admiral Sir Jock Slater. 

The judges were the President of the 
British Institute of Professional Photogra¬ 
phy, Eric Strange; picture editor of the 
independent on Sunday, David Sandison; 
and the picture editor of Press Association 
News, Martin Keene. They commented on 
the high quality and technical standards of 
the photography, and its parallels with 
industry's standards. 

P ictures for two trophies were 
judged independently - by Navy 
News who chose PO(PHOT) Neil 
McCormick s picture of sky-divers over RN 
air station Cuidrose as the best photo¬ 
graph to appear in the paper in 1996-97; 
and by Maritime Books whose award went 
to SFPU cameraman LA(PHOT) Neil Hall’s 
Stormy Skies study of HMS Westminster 
Top prize for a colour picture went to 
LA(PHOT) Andy Gedges aerial shot of 
HMS Illustrious on Exercise Ocean Wave, 
and the prize for monochrome was won by 
LA(PHOT) Mark Histed of HMS Warrior for 
his Royal Marine by Night. 

In the colour section, second, third and 
fourth prizes went to PO(PHOT) Bob Moir 
of SBS Poole, LA(PHOT) Paul Hanson of 
801 Naval Air Squadron, and CPO(PHOT) 


FLOTILLA 
BACK IN 
WINNING 


FRAME 


Ian Arthur of RN air station Cuidrose 
(respectively). 

The Royal Marines portfolio prize was 
won by HMS Neptune - and Neptune's 
PO(PHOT) Mick Storey also won the 
Personnel at Work category. 

Admiral Slater also presented the VSEL 
Trophy for amateur photographers to 
LMEM Vears of HMS Wesminster Runner- 
up was WEM(O) Whitehouse of HMS 
Endurance, and third prize went to C/Sgt 
Allen of RM Poole. 


| 
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with a load of sailors!’ 


John Howell, who joined up as Special Entry in 
1939 and retired as a lieutenant commander in 
1973, having spent spells on loan with the Royal 
New Zealand Navy - hence the Antipodean home 
for May and her family. 

Although May was not long in the Wrens, she 
enjoyed her time - although she recalls “I was on 
my own in the office for a tot of the time, and that 
was that/' 

One highlight was the Naval and Military 
Tournament at Olympia in the summer of 1919. 

“They had a gym cast which was voluntary, and 
I loved gym, so 1 joined it in 1919,“ she said. 

“The Portsmouth Division was chosen to take 
part in the gym display, so that T s how I ended up 
at Olympia. 

“We went up to London and were up there for a 
week/’ 

Before joining the solicitors’ office after the war, 
May almost continued her career as a Naval civil 
servant - but her father put an end to that. 

“The commodore said he could get me into the 
barracks at the signal school as a civilian, but my 
father wasn't going to let me go to work there with 
a lot of sailors, 1 ’ she said. 

'There were no arguments - You’re not going,’ 
he said,” 


• May Pyne (later Ludford) with her 
commanding officers. Commodore 
Sterling and Miss Schreiner in 
Portsmouth during the First World War : 


Options 


Oth Anniversary of the Women’s Royal Naval Service 


'Save a man for 
Service at sea' 

IT’S EXACTLY 80 years since women were first invited to 
‘Save a man for Service at sea’ by enlisting in the Wrens. 

Navy News looks back on the early days of the WRNS 
and talks to two veterans of the First World War... 


T housands of men 
were killed during 
the First World War 
in the some of the blood¬ 
iest naval battles the 
world had ever seen. 

By 1917, every available 
hand was needed at sea, 
but the Navy did not have to 
look far for help. 

When the Women's Royal 
Naval Service was founded on 
November 29 of that year, 
recruiting officers were over¬ 
whelmed with volunteers. 

At first, the Wrens took the 
places of drivers, writers, 
cooks and stewards and mun¬ 
dane but essential jobs like 
scrubbing boilers, heaving 
stores and coaling ships. 

But after rapid training, they 
were soon at work on torpe¬ 
does, aircraft, vehicles, depth 
charges and in the vital areas 
of coding and decoding. 

Casualties were few but the 
job was not without danger - 
Josephine Carr was the first 
Wren to be killed on active 


BY DOMINIC 
BLAKE 


service when the mail steamer 
Leinster was torpedoed 
between England and Ireland 
in October 1918. 

As their range of duties 
expanded, so did the number 
of divisions and sub divisions. 

Soon, they were stationed all 
over the UK and as far away 
Malta, Genoa, Gibraltar and by 
the time of the Armistice, plans 
were already laid for divisions 
in Egypt, Corfu, Taranto, 
Naples, Syracuse, and 
Marseilles to name but a few. 


Inspiring 


The keen, hard working and 
enthusiastic pioneers were 
epitomised by the founder and 
first Director of Wrens, Dame 
Katharine Furse. 

Using her long experience of 
service with the Voluntary Aid 
Detachment and with the Kings 
Regulations for the Navy as her 


Bible, she was an inspiration to 
her girls. 

At the end of the War, Wrens 
proudly took their place in 
Armistice celebrations around 
the country and Dame 
Katharine led them in the Great 
Peace Parade through London 
on July 19,1919. 

She said later: “The whole 
body of Admirals who had 
headed the Naval contingent, 
fell out below the Achilles 
Statue and applauded the 
Wrens as they re-entered Hyde 
Park. 

“In that one graceful act was 
summed up the whole history 
of the generous treatment 
accorded by the Navy to the 
WRNS/’ 

But the Admiralty truly 
believed that the Great War had 
been the ’war to end all wars’ 
and could not be convinced of 
the need to retain the service. 

History, of course, was to 
prove them wrong, and at the 
height of World War II there 
were 75,000 serving Wrens, 
30,000 more than the total 
strength, male and female, of 
today's Navy. 




• WWI Wren Marjorie Spencer (right) from Gosport took the 
blame for a parade ground mistake which kept her detachment 
out of the prestigious 1919 Naval and Military Tournament at 
Olympia in the Summer of 191 9. 

• But after picking her out in the Imperial War Museum photo¬ 
graph (circfed above) which puts her in the middle of the group 
on the fateful day, Navy News is happy to set the record 
straight after 78 years! 

Marjorie's l\iavy blue, 
through and through 

M arjorie Spencer 
knew exactly what 
she wanted to do 
on her 18th birthday. 

Born in Portsmouth in 
1900 with a father, grandfa¬ 
ther, four uncles, four 
cousins and three brothers in 
the Navy, she set her sights 
on the Wrens the day they 
were formed. 

“I signed up on the 21st of 
April, as soon as I was old 
enough. With a family like 
mine, there was nothing else 
for it. I wanted the Navy!” the 
97-year-old from Gosport 
recalls. 


• Dame Katharine Furse leads Wrens in the Great Peace Parade , London f July 19, 1919. As the parade 
re-entered Hyde Park the Admirals at the head of the Naval contingent fell out to applaud them. 


After a brief spell at Tipner, 
Marjorie Emslie, as she was 
then, was sent to work in the 
wardroom at HMS Excellent, 
laying up tables, serving, pol¬ 
ishing, and scrubbing. 

Shifts would start before 
breakfast at Sam and go on 
until everything was cleared 
up after dinner. 

“It was hard work - the 
hours were so stretched out - 
but I felt so proud. I loved it." 

“It was very strict, we 
weren’t allowed to stand gos¬ 
siping. We weren’t allowed to 
be seen talking to the offi¬ 
cers. 

u l had an uncle in the ward¬ 
room and I wasn't allowed to 
talk to him. He used to tickle 
my legs to make me laugh 
and I couldn’t turn round and 
say stop it! T 

“We really were a happy 
bunch, I never knew us to 
have a cross word/' 

Despite her years, Marjorie 
remembers Director of Wrens 


• Dame Katharine Furse dictates to her secretary ; Miss Butcher 
at the Wrens HQ, Great Stanhope Street London, 1918. 


Dame Katharine Furse clear¬ 
ly: “She was a lovely lady, 
she gave us ail a photograph 
of herself, but she was very 
strict, what she said, she 
meant!" 


Intrigued 


On an afternoon stroll 
around Whale Island, 
Marjorie was intrigued to 
meet a sailor with a monkey 
on his shoulder - Chief 
Yeoman Bob Spencer - who 
invited her to tea on the div¬ 
ing tender HMS Raven, 

“I wasn’t allowed to go on 
my own, so six of us went” 
she said, IH We had a smash¬ 
ing tea - fish floating in a ket¬ 
tle of vinegar and bread and 
butter/’ 

"Three months after that 
we got engaged, and three 
months after that we were 
married, then Bob was draft¬ 
ed away and I didn't see him 


again for two and a half 
years/’ 

After the war, the Wrens 
were demobbed and her last 
day in uniform was an emo¬ 
tional one: “They marched 
us from Victory Barracks out 
of the main gate into Queen 
Street. We were nearly cry¬ 
ing, all of us. It was very sad. 

“A band was playing 
Colonel Bogey , and ever 
since then my family have 
termed it The Wren's 
Retreat /’ 

Despite the heavy naval 
casualties in WWI, Marjorie’s 
family came through 
unscathed: “None of them 
were lost or injured, we came 
right the way through the lot. 
I think we were very lucky/’ 

After the War, the couple 
settled down and had three 
sons - who all joined the 
Royal Navy between 1937 
and 1943. 


‘You’re not going to work 


IT WAS perhaps inevitable that May Ludford 
would join the Wrens - she was born in the 
Detention Quarters of the RN barracks in 
Portsmouth, as her father was on the staff 
there at the turn of the century. 

So it was that when Mr Heather, the Portsmouth 
Commander-in-Chief’s Chief Writer, was looking 
for a female typist to replace his seaman writer 
during the First World War, he turned to May Pyne, 
as she then was. 

"I came from a naval family - my father was 
Navy before I was born," said Mrs Ludford, now 
aged 9G and living in Whakatane, New Zealand. 

“I had just about finished at business school 
when a fnend of my father - who had been called 
up again - said he needed to have a girl in his 
office, and he didn’t want a strange girl, but some¬ 
one he knew. 

“So I joined the Wrens in October 1918, official 
service number G4815, when I was still 17 — i had 
to put my age on a bit to join. 

"I was working for Captain Mitchell RN , who 
was succeeded by Commodore Stirling, and at the 
end of the my service, I was secretary to Wren 
officer Miss Schreiner. 


BY MIKE GRAY 


“The war ended soon after I joined, but I served 
on until September 1919, when we were all 
demobbed." 

Mrs Ludford then spent some months looking 
after her mother at home before taking up a job 
with a solicitors in Old Portsmouth. 

“One of the partners was the Liberal MP, so the 
work was very interesting, 11 she said. “I was there 
for about four years before I was married.” 

Naturally, May’s husband All Ludford was a 
Navy man. He joined as a boy artificer in 1915, and 
by the time he retired in 1948 he had risen to the 
rank of lieutenant commander in the engineering 
branch. 

Australia 

Alt's service included spells in HMS Hood and 
on the Arctic convoys, and in his final two years 
with the Navy he was involved in the closure of 
naval facilities in Australia. 

May's daughter Norma followed the family tradi¬ 
tion when she married another naval engineer, 
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• Party time - thousands of balloons are released as Canberra steams up Southampton Water. 


Navy salutes 
veteran liner 



• Final salute - Royal Marines bandsmen welcome Canberra 
home for the last time. Picture: PO(PHOT) Paui McCabe ■„ DPH(N). 


FOR SI 1ANE Harris, the final 
cruise of the liner Canberra 
proved to be tremendously 
useful. 

Destroyers HM ships 
Edinburgh, Southampton and 
Birmingham, and frigates 
Lancaster and Cornwall, were all 
on hand to salute the liner, a veter¬ 
an of the Falklands War, and the 
Fleet Air Arm also had a role, 

Lt Cdr Harris was the pilot 
tasked with flying a Royal Navy 
Lynx from Portland to Softhead to 
record the final few miles of the 
great ship’s swansong. 

But a dense bank of fog, with 
visibility down to 200 metres, 
meant that Canberra, and the fleet 
of ships which had set out to greet 
her, were hidden from view. 

So it was something of a surprise 
to fog-bound observers at sea level 
when the Lynx from 815 Naval Air 
Squadron emerged from the gloom. 

Mickey Brock, Portland RN air 
station s public relations officer, 
said: ‘The Lynx left Portland at 
0830 on the morning of Canberra’s 
final return, and part of its ship 
location exercise was to photo¬ 
graph the final salute by the war¬ 
ships to Canberra, 

“The weather was not kind that 
morning, but using a comhinatton 
of radar and electronic sensors on 
board the Lynx, the crew were able 
to locate Canberra from the other 
50 ship contacts within a 12-mile 
radius of the Nab Tower," 

The sail-past by the warships, 
which with the exception of HMS 
Cornwall were in the area to carry 
out the annual Staff College Sea 
Days exercise, was barely seen, but 
as the Cornwall followed Canberra 
up Southampton Water the fog 
started to break up, revealing hun¬ 
dreds of small boats. 

The 45,000-ton P&O liner had 
just completed a three-week 
Mediterranean cruise, and the 


1,600 passengers were the last of 
the hundreds of thousands who 
enjoyed a slice of high life on the 
high seas since the Belfast-built 
ship began cruising in 1961. 

She won a place in military 
annals when, acting as a troopship, 
she was at the heart of the battle 
for the Falkland Islands. 

As the liner approached Berth 
106 in Southampton, a fly-past by 
an RAF Canberra and "Nimrod, 
RN Sea Kings and Army Lynxes, 
and a parachute drop by the Red 
Devils added to the occasion, and 


when Canberra turned and headed 
back downstream the ship’s com¬ 
pany of HMS Cornwall performed 
a man and cheer ship - then fol¬ 
lowed up by cheering the specta¬ 
tors in Southampton^ Mayflower 
Park. 

Canberra was greeted alongside 
by bands of the Royal Marines and 
the Parachute Regiment, 

Once the 800 members of the 
crew had disembarked, and the 
ship been fully destored, she was 
off on her final voyage - to the 
breakers’ yard in India. 


How To Buy A 

Car 
Save! 

Save Money as every model 

in the Natocars 1 range has a substantial 
discount. Save money because Natocars 
pass on all manufacturers' special offers in 
full - and dream up a few of our own! Save 
money by getting the best price for your part 
exchange. Save money with Natocars' 
competitive finance plans, offering free 
protection insurance. Save money on car 
insurance as we shop around for you, give an 
introductory discount and fight the fight when 
it comes to claiming. Save money by 
talking about your needs using our 
FREEPHONE fines or CALL-BACK facility. 

Save Time having to go from 

dealer to dealer, becauseTMatocars offer over 
1,000 models from eleven manufacturers. 
Save lime by shopping from your armchair 
using our free comprehensive Car Buying 
Guide and ail the car brochures you need. 
Save time by getting an immediate 
response to all your needs from your personal 
sales contact. Save time by choosing 
Natocars' direct factory supply facility, offering 
a wide choice of stock for urgent orders or 
customer car build priority scheme. Save 
time with our same day finance quote and 
clearance service. 




Save Hassle because 

Natocars will sort out any problems, not you! 
Save hassle by letting us do all the fact 
finding, paperwork, progress chasing and 
communicating. Save hassle by keeping 
your part exchange car right up to delivery of 
your new one. Save hassle by having your 
car delivered to you - anywhere in the world! 
Save hassle with Natocars' after sales 
support whenever you need it. 


Save, relax, enjoy! 


Freephone from: Germany 01 3085 9806. Holland 06022 9806. 

Belgium 0800 14310. Cyprus 0809 1058. 

Telephone from other areas 01278 455555 or fax 01278 450396. 




Our 

Membership 
is your 
Security 


±NATOCARS 

A Rewarding Experience 
Natocars Ltd * Wylds Road ■ Bridgwater • Somerset * TA6 4DG 
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Please send me (he Natocars Buying and Price Guide, ear brochures of my choice, 
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Rank- __ Initials— Tax Paid Cars □ Car Insurance □ 5 
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Address-- p a|1 change [ 
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Penfriends 


Would you like a 
Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
in this coiumn costs from as 
iittie as £9. 

WRITE MESSAGE HERE (MAX 10 WPS I 


HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (10 Words), enclose 
cheque/PO for £9 and send to: 'Penfriends’, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth PCM 3HH. Replies to your box number will be forwarded on 
daily. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 ) 
HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number dearly in the 
bottom left hand comer. The letter should then be enclosed in a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 



MID BLONDE 40’s GSOH 
seeks male 35-f for friendship 
/relationship. BOX Nov 1. 

SINGLE FEMALE 42 tall, cuddly, 
fair hair, VGSH seeks male penpals 
37-47. BOX Nov 2 
ATTRACTIVE BLONDE, early 
30 T s seeks pen-pal enjoys sport, 
pubs, also GSOH. BOX Nov 3 
FUN LOVING KATHLEEN 29 
aitractive blonde, likes pubs, dubs, 
romantic letters. BOX Nov 4 
BLONDE WOMAN friendship 
w ith nice guy la te 30's to 
40 s. BOX Nov 5 

ALISON, SINGLE, 28, blonde, 
bubbly, GSOH, seeks single male, 
28-38. BOX Nov 6 
DIVORCED MUM 31yrs, casualty 
nurse, attractive, blonde, lonely, 
enjoys sports. BOX Nov 7 
GSOH, TALL blonde female, 
34, seeks boy in blue for 
correspondence. BOX Nov 8 
SINGLE - SAUCY lovable 
female wishes for male 
penfriend. BOX Nov 9 
BLONDE, ARTICULATE, 
emotionally stable, Christian 
divorcee (38) seeks male 
penfriend. BOX Nov 10 
DAWN, 30 5 T 7", long hair, 
blue eyes, GSOH, enjoys 
history. BOX Nov 11 
STUDENT BEAUTICIAN, 
eighteen, into techno, will write to 
young sailor. BOX Nov 12 
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE, 33, 
lonely seeks penpal for fun 
friendship/romance. BOX Nov 13 
QUALITY STYLE, lady 52 u/s 
seeks gentleman same. BOX Nov 14 
OLDER GENT 56 would like 
to meet nice female, caring, 
lovable. BOX Nov 15 
FM 31, fun, witty, good 
humoured, seeks sailor for 
triends hip. BOX Nov 16 
GIRL, AGED 22, looking for 
penpals age 18 to 25, BOX Nov 17 
LADY (36), divorced - like penpal 
-GSOH, likes walking going out 
etc. BOX Nov 18 

CHRIS, SINGLE 38, Plymouth, 
seeks unattached sailor 34-39, 
relationship. BOX Nov 19 
LADY 50, blonde, slim and 
petite varied interests seeks 
penpal. BOX Nov 20 


PERSONAL 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, (A10) Chorley 
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155 
(24boms) 

FRANK HEADLAND, Anyone 
having knowledge of above. Ex 
Seaman invalided out 1939. Please 
contact. Navy News Box 9644 
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CHEAP CALLS HOME! 


From 


to UK £/per r 


USA 

AUSTRALIA 
FRANCE 
JAPAN 
HONG KONG 
NORWAY 
S. AFRICA 


(lock VAT) 
0.35 

0.73 
1.69 
1.71 
0.99 
2,14 


AQS TELECOM PLC, established since 
1991 and fully UK licensed by the DTI. 
For mote information call: 

ABS House, 607 High Hoad, 
London N12 0DZ 
Td; 0181 343 9121 
Fax: 0181 343 71B9 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna — Aroma massage -— Shower. 
Mon-Fri 9.00am-midnight. 

Sat lO.DOam-midnight. 

Sunday l lam-1 LJOpm. 

Book your appointment or call in to visit us 
198 Key ham Koad. Plymouth 
i opposite St Levaits Galt) JBMI 
01752 559955 E^J 
Visiting service let: 0831 5266*4. 


NOTICE 

Ail advertisements 
submitted for entry into the 
Navy News Pen Friend 
column are subject to copy 
approval. Navy News 
reserves the right to make 
any amendments which it 
considers necessary or to 
edit copy which is in excess 
of 10 words. 


AWAY FROM HOME THIS CHRISTMAS? 

WH Y NOT SEND A GREETING ACROSS THE MILES 
THROUGH NAVY NEWS tN DECEMBERS SPECIAL CHRISTMAS COLUMN. 

Old Shipmates, Family or Loved Ones.. 

Send your message (ten words costs £9.00) to Navy News 
at the address on the pen-friend coupon above 


Lg 'Splasher Rloggs - HMS Nonsuch, saving 
Pudding! Love Carol ' 



New weapons 
for airfield 
crash teams 

NEW AIRFIELD firefighting equipment and training being introduced by the 
Armed Services should make crash rescue teams capable of bringing an aircraft 
fire under control within a minute. 



‘What’s wrong with what we’ve got?’ 


The new generation of 
equipment includes a Rapid 
Intervention Vehicle (RIV), 
and a Major Foam Vehicle 
(MFV) which have a greater 
carrying capacity and better 
method of delivery. Also new 
is a film-forming fluoroprotein 
foam offering similar knock¬ 
down qualities as aqueous 
film-forming foam, but with 
improved ‘post-fire security 5 . 

It is estimated that occupants of 
a burning aircraft cannot expect to 
survive more than three minutes, 
so it is vital that the fire be sup- 
ressed long enough for rescue to 
c completed. Therefore the 
response of an airfield’s crash/fire 
and rescue services must not 
exceed two minutes. 

The updated equipment, cou¬ 
pled with a high standard of pro¬ 
fessionalism by the firefighters, 
will ensure greater efficiency and 
effectiveness. 

New regulations lay down the 
level of cover, calculated by using 
a “critical area” concept in line 
with the practice recommended by 
the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation. This takes into 
account the type of airfield and 
the role of the aircraft using it. 

DCI GEN 233/97 

Complaints 
time limit 

CHANGES to the rules over 
redress of complaints procedure in 
the Armed Forces allows a three- 
month time limit to be imposed for 
complaints to be made. 

The new procedures, under the 
Service Discipline Acts, came into 
force on October L They do not 
apply to claims under equal pay 
legislation. 

Complaints must be in writing, 
but will be rejected as 'out of time 7 
if they are submitted more than 
three months after the occurrence 
of the matter which Is the subject of 
the complaint. However, an 'out of 
time' complaint can be dealt with if 
it is judged that it was not reason¬ 
ably practicable for it to have been 
submitted earlier. 

Complaints under equal pay leg¬ 
islation may be made at any time 
during service or within six months 
of leaving. 

Service personnel also have the 
right to submit equal pay com¬ 
plaints to Industrial TVtbunals - 
and the tribunals can also hear 
complaints from Service personnel 


on grounds of sexual and racial dis¬ 
crimination. 

The tribunals’ time limit for sub¬ 
mission of a claim is six months - 
except equal pay complaints which 
may be made any time during ser¬ 
vice or up to nine months after 
leaving. 

Pension-related complaints may 
be heard under the Internal 
Disputes Resolution Procedure 
which all occupational schemes are 
required to set up under the 
Pensions Act 1995. DCI JS 99/97 

Leaders of 
the world 

WORLD Challenge, a company 
which runs leadership courses and 
expeditions for schools and col¬ 
leges, is seeking military officers 
and senior rates/NCOs as exped- 
tion leaders with expenses paid. 

The Ministry of Defence per¬ 
mits on-duty Service personnel to 
take part in the expeditions, pro¬ 
vided candidates have tneir 
Commanding Officers’ permission. 

Applicants should be at least 25 
years old, have relevant experience 
or knowledge of the country to be 
visited, a working knowledge of the 


local Language where required, an 
approved first-aid certificate, and 
an expedition Leadership qualifica¬ 
tion. 

The month-long expeds take 
place in July ana August. Next 
year’s destinations include coun¬ 
tries in South and Central 
America, the Middle and Far East, 
Africa, the West Indies and Asia. 

DC! JS 96/97 

Ethnic data 

PERSONAL files of Service per¬ 
sonnel now contain information 
on ethnic origin since introduction 
of new procedures for data collec¬ 
tion last year. 

The information allows the 
Ministry of Defence to monitor 
properly whether equal opportu¬ 
nities policies and practice are 
successful. All personnel have the 
right to check the ethnic data on 
their own files. DCI JS 104/97 


This regular feature gives 
general information about 
new Defence Council 
Instructions affecting con¬ 
ditions of service, if they 
apply to you, study the full, 
original text. 


Changes in 
retention 
rules under 
new Act 


RULES WHICH allow the 
service of ratings or Royal 
Marines to be extended 
beyond the date they would be 
entitled to leave, have been 
changed. 

New provisions under the 
Reserve Forces Act 1996 allow 
retention of service for up to 12 
mouths if an order is in force 
authorising call-out for permanent 
service of members of the 
Reserves “while a state of immi¬ 
nent national danger exists.” 

They apply to all who entered 
or extended their service after 
March 31 this year. Those who 
entered or enlisted before April 1 
are governed by the old rules 
under the Armed Force Act 1966. 

They state that ratings or 
marines may be ordered to be 
retained if a war exists between 
Britain and a foreign power, or if 
'‘warlike operations” are in prepa¬ 
ration or progress, or if members 
of the RNR are called into actual 
service. 

However, those who joined 
before April 1 may, if they wish, 
agree to be fully subject to the 
1996 Act. DCI RN 139/97 

For their 
eyes, too 

IN AN apparent move towards 
greater openness, the Govern¬ 
ment has derided to drop the use 
on some official papers of the des¬ 
ignation *Not for NAO (National 
Audit Office) Eyes 7 . 

All files previously withheld 
from the NAO will now be avail¬ 
able should the Office wish to see 
them. The NAO has agreed to 
exercise discretion in the use of 
any material formerly in the 'Not 
for NAO Eyes 7 categories and 
have given assurances that they 
will not use any of the information 
as audit evidence. 

The documents involved 
include papers dealing with 
responses to NAO enquiries, pro¬ 
posals for NAO investigations and 
draft NAO reports. Also involved 
are briefing papers for an account¬ 
ing officer’s appearance before 
the Public Accounts Committee, 
papers dealing with the contents 
of Treasury minutes responding to 
the Committee’s reports, and 
papers about relations with the 
NAO. DCI GEN 207/97 

Dental fees 

EXCEPTIONS have been 
announced over the decision Last 
year to introduce dental charges 
for Service dependants and UK 
civilians serving overseas. 

While normal NHS exemptions 
apply in any event, the additional 
exemptions apply to locations 
where the Ministry of Defence 
does not provide or fund dental 
services for its personnel - includ¬ 
ing those serving with the Royal 
Sultanate of Brunei and C-in-C 
Iberian Atlantic Area. 

DCI GEN 234/97 


Brush up on that tug-of-war expertise 



TUG OF WAR devotees are 
invited to a Combined 
Services judges and coaches 
weekend at HMS Collingwood 
on February 27 to March L 

Two years' experience as a 
competitor or coach is 
required for the judges course 
(grade three), while experience 
is preferable but not essential 
for the coaches course. 

There will be normal mess 
and accommodation charges, 
but tuition Is free. Contact 
Capt A. Henderson RAMC, RH 
Haslar, Gosport, Portsmouth, 
POf 2 2AA (ext 2403), 

DCI GEN Sept. 26 
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HALF A MILLION visitors are expected for the second International 
Festival of the Sea at Portsmouth next year 
After the First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Jock Slater had officially launched 
Portsmouth *98 on board HMS Victory last month, the event’s managing 
director Peter Workman said the first Festival at Bristol last year had attract¬ 
ed 350,000 and around 37 million TV viewers worldwide - so Portsmouth, with 
its rich RN heritage and historic ships would be an even bigger draw. 

l We wanted a venae which already had a great maritime tradition and a clear-sight¬ 
ed vision for the future. In our partners in Portsmouth and Gosport we found what we 
were looking for - and with the support of the Royal Navy and ihc Flagship Portsmouth 
Trust we have the makings of one of the finest maritime festivals in the world. 1 ' 

With no less than 32 of its own ships on show, the level of RN involvement goes far 
beyond that of Navy Days in recent years. Project manager Capi Paul Canter told Nmy 
News that since the event fell over the August Bank Holiday weekend most of them 
would be in port anyway and there were no operational considerations* apart from rou¬ 
tine ones* to keep them away. 

Three miles of dockside were being set aside as the Naval Base prepared to entertain 
up to a thousand classic and traditional vessels from all over the world. 

On display would be tall ships* working boats, sail training ships, steamboats and tugs, 
paddle steamers and schooners, coracles and gaffes - as well as RN carriers* destroyers, 
frigates, minesweepers and landing craft. Several foreign navies were expected to be 
represented. 

The historic ships HMS Victory, HMS Warrior and Mary Rose will take part in a 
Voyage from the Past into the Future 1 , with market stalls, hawkers and buskers, sailors 
firing cannon, street theatre and press gangs on the prowl. 

Visitors will be invited to try their hand at some of the ancient maritime skills and 
crafts being demonstrated. 

In complete contrast, the Naval Base will represent the high-tech world of the 21st 
century . This will be a scene of action and impact with helicopters, high speed launches. 
Royal Marines combat units and Naval display teams, 

□ Left: how Portsmouth Naval Base will play host to the GEC-sponsored 
International Festival of the Sea from August 28-3! 


Golden moments 
in the air at 
TAGs gathering 


MEMBERS of the Telegraphist Air Gunners Association 
held their 50th anniversary reunion at RN Air Station 
Yeovilton - and were saluted with a fly-past of two 
Swordfish of the RN Historic Flight. 


A selected few also enjoyed 
a ten-minute spin in the 
famous l Stringbags’. Most of 
them had last flown in one 
sometime between 1939 and 
1945 

The Flight's CO, Cdr Phil 
Shaw told Navy News: 'On our 
final sortie i flew Dickie Sweet, 
the first TAG ever to set foot on 
Yeovilton soil, on a particularly 
evocative journey. 

'Dickie is a local boy, bom in 
the nearby village of Bower 
Hinton* He was visiting his 
family in Yeovil on the night of 
10 October 1940 when the 
Luftwaffe carried out a bomb¬ 
ing raid on the Westland facto¬ 
ry. 

"Sadly, Dickies nine-year- 
old brother was killed in the 
raid and, at Dickie's request, 
we were abie to fly him over the 
site of the raid, in tribute to his 
brother. 

"We finished the sortie on a 
happier note by flying him over 
the Rose & Crown in Bower 
Hinton where he was billeted 
while serving at Yeovilton.” 

The TAG branch of the Royal 
Navy was formed in 1922 and 
disbanded in 1949 - two years 


after the Association, which 
now has 545 members, was 
formed. 

Altogether, some 3,000 TAGs 
were trained to operate in air¬ 
craft of the Fleet Air Arm, pro¬ 
viding communications by 
Morse Code and manning the 
rear gun* Some 495 were lost 
through enemy action and fly¬ 
ing accidents and 69 became 
prisoners of war. 

The flying programme that 
was the highlight of their 
reunion weekend was accom¬ 
panied by a special service in 
St Batholomew’s, the FAA 
Memorial Church, conducted 
by the air station's Anglican 
chaplain, the Rev. Ian Eglin. 

A wreath was laid on the 
Changi Stone, in memory of 
the TAGs who died in the noto¬ 
rious Japanese POW camp at 
the end of World War IE. 

Lunch in the Warrant 
Officers and Senior Rates 
Mess was attended by the Flag 
Officer Naval Aviation, Rear 
Admiral Terry toughran; 
CommodoreScott Lidbetter, 
the Commanding Officer of 
RNAS Yeovilton; and TAGs 
from Australia and Canada. 




• Swordfish W5856 and LS326 on a journey back in time with four 
TAGs who last flew in them over 50 years ago. Picture: LA(Phot) Wilkie 
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F BLAZER BUTTONS 

Full set of men's enamelled blazer buttons in translucent dark blue. 
Gold plated R.N Crown and trim adds that persona! touch, 

£25.95 UK 

surface mail abroad please add 70p 

MATCHING CUFF UNKS AVAILABLE 
£17.95 UK 

surface mail abroad please add 50p ^ 

Both Items presentation boxed 


THIS CLASSIC SWEATSHIRT combines 
comfort and style. Navy blue with 
embroidered ensign motif 

Med* Lge, Ex- Lge 
£18.95 £19.70 

UK Surface Mail 

Abroad 


STERLING SILVER JEWELLERY 

The Royal Naval Crown is the design chosen for this new 
range of jewellery. Each Item is in sterling silver and 
carries the English Hallmark Presentation boxed, 

RN Crown Brooch £32.99 UK 
RN Crown Tie Slide £27.99 UK 
RN Crown Cuff Links £27,99 UK 

Buy Cuff Links & He Slide together 

for special price of £55 (UK) 

Buy all three items together 
for special price of £85.99 (UK) 

For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 


NAVY NEWS CLOCK 


This long awaited authentic dock styled in 
red, white & blue will complement any room 
in your ho me. (size 14 V diameter) 


These highly fashionable ties look great and retain 
traditional links with the Roy at Navy 

CLUB - White Ensigns on navy blue back* 
ground, running diagonally In uniform rows, 
separated by red/white/red stripes (Polyester) 

LEISURE - Cascading White Ensigns of 
differing proportions on navy blue background. 
(Silk Polyester) 

£12.25 each inc. P&P UK (Traditional) 
£13.25 each Inc. P&P UK (Clip-on) 

For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 


NAUTICAL ANCHOR 
CORKSCREW 

Navy News has added this unusual Anchor design 
Corkscrew to their gifiware catalogue. Handmade from 
real English Pewter it bears the Royal Navy Crown 
and comes presentation boxed. 

£14,95 UK incl p&p 

for surface mail abroad please add 50p 


ROYAL NAVY PILL BOX 

A Collector’s Piece 

A hand-made collectable enamel box in Royal 
Blue, hinged with a 22ct gold-plated bessel, with 
gold Royal Navy Crown on lid. 

£42.99 UK. £43.50 Surface Mail Abroad 


Royal Navy Crown 


r> CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD 
Reproduced wlm the permission 
of the Controller of HMSO 


SIMON OF THE AMETHYST 

A fine sculptured resin reproduction of this 
famous cat. Hand painted, presentation boxed. 
£24,99 UK, Surface Mail Abroad please add £ 


DELUXE TRIPLE PEN SET 

- Each set consists of.. Superbly designed 
‘non-dry rollerball ■ High quality fountain pen * 
Exquisitely styled twist action pencil. £39.99 
(UK) £40.75 Surface Mail Abroad 


FIVE-PANEL 
BASEBALL CAP 


100% cotton with stiffened 
peak, back size-adjuster. Gold 
coloured Royal Navy Crown 
to the front, and Navy News 
logo to the back. 

Available in Black or Blue 
(please specify) 

£3.75 UK. For Surface Mail 
Abroad please add 50P 


LADIES SCARVES 

100% polyester twill, flat scarf 52"x9'\ White Ensign on 
Navy blue background running diagonally separated by 
red/whlte/red stripes. 

£12,99 UK, For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 


| To order any item on this page write to The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH, TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149 


Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/Enter national Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK hank. 
Or for payment by Credit Card/ Switch, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4. PLEASE ALLOW 2$ DAYS FOR DELIVERY. 
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r„ne runs 


short for 
destroyer 


CAMPAIGNERS trying to 
prevent Britain's last wartime 
destroyer from being exported 
as a tourist attraction in 
Malaysia are appealing to 
every MP in a last-ditch effort 
to have the ship preserved in 
this country. 

HMS Cavalier is due to be sold 
by South Tyneside Council before 
the end of the year. As part of a 
proposed contract with Star 
Cruises of Malaysia, she will be 
preserved at Port Kelang. 

Members of the HMS Cavalier 
Association are circulating 22,000 
leaflets in a bid for support, from 
Naval interest groups, through 
King George's Fund for Sailors 
newsletter. And the Association's 
president, Rear Admiral John 
Hervey, is writing to all MPs and 
members of the House of Lords. 

“This is our last throw of the 
dice - I don't know what more we 
can do,” said Cavalier Association 
chairman Sid Anrung, He said 
hopes that the ship could be pre¬ 
served at Chatham were now slim, 
as the local authority there did not 
seem ready to give financial sup¬ 
port. 

Meanwhile, plans to move the 
Cavalier from her dry dock at 
Hebburn-on-Tync are progressing, 
according to South Tyneside 
Council, Their spokesman said 
that aJthough no date had been 
fixed for the finalisation of the 
deal with Star Cruises, it was 
expected to be completed “in 
weeks rather than months”. 

Warspite is 
remembered 

VETERANS gathered in 
Cornwall to remember HMS 
Warspite, which went aground 
near St Michael’s Mount on 
her way to the breaker's yard 
50 years ago. 

The 27.000-ton battleship saw 
service in both world wars, suffer¬ 
ing damage at the Battle of 
Jutland, and was being towed for 
scrapping when she performed a 
final act of defiance. 

Members of the Warspite 
Association - including one from 
Australia - paraded through 
Marazion, and a new standard was 
dedicated. 

A service was also held at the 
Warspite memorial, close to the 
shore. 

Among those attending were 
representatives of the Penlee 
lifeboat, involved in the rescue of 
the eight-man caretaker crew. 

School visitors 

A DELEGATION from the 
Singaporean Navy has been to 
HMS Excellent in Portsmouth. 

Col Lim Khoon Bock was part 
of a team viewing damage control 
and diver training facilities at 
Whale Island, while $gt Toh Yeow 
Kwang attended a damage control 
instructors course, and has now 
returned home. 


Memorial planned 


• Tea for two - Commodore HMS Nelson, Commodore John Hart t and Jessica Pitts try some 
of the cake produced for the Little Shipmates official opening . picture, lwiphot) Penny T ay br. 

Little Shipmates join up 


JESSICA Pitts was ttie centre of attention at 
the official opening of the HMS Nelson Little 
Shipmates nursery In Portsmouth. 

Young Jessica (18 months) was the sole 
Shipmate on the first day - but was not at all 
fazed by the grown-ups and their business. 

Commodore HMS Nelson, Commodore 
John Hart, opened the facility, saying he saw 
It as a crucial element In carrying forward the 
policy of equal opportunities in the Navy, and 
that he hoped sailors would make use of It, 
Jessica Is the daughter of a senior rating, 


and there are already a handful of other tak¬ 
ers, full-time and part-time, from both the 
Navy and civilian workers at the base - some 
pregnant mums have made provisional book¬ 
ings several months In advance. 

Nursery premises were provided by HMS 
Nelson, and Little Darlings Childcare have 
Installed some £10,000 of equipment 

The group already manages nurseries at 
HMS Collingwood and HMS Sultan. 

■ For nursery details, contact Gill Darling on 
0468 871006. 


PLANS for the Fleet Air 
Arm memorial in Whitehall 
were due to be unveiled at a 
press conference in London 
on November 5. 

The FAA Memorial Trust, 
formed less than a year ago, has 
already raised £100,000, and the 
launch was expected to be 
attended by the commanding 
officers of aircraft carriers and 
RN air stations. 

Thist committee member Ttevor 
Hunter said a sculptor had been 
commissioned and the memorial, 
“in a prime position”, would be fin¬ 
ished by the Millennium. 

Mr Hunter was instrumental in 
the successful campaign three 
years ago to obtain belated 
Normandy battle honours for the 
17 Naval Air Squadrons that took 
part in the 1944 D-Day landings. 
■ The FAA war memorial at Lee- 
on-Solent t Hampshire, has been 
cleaned up for Remembrance Day 
by the War Graves Commission 
after it was defaced by vandals. 

Talking tactics 

LYNX was the talk of Portland at 
the inaugural Tactalks day, when 
aircrew and other interested par¬ 
ties discussed current issues. 

Matra BAe UK presented a fcro- 
for the greatest contribution to 
{tactical development to Lt Cdr 
un Hu I me, Flight Commander of 
HMS Southampton Flight. 


& 


Trophies 

recognise 

successes 


A TRIO of Navy units 
have picked up awards 
for their achievements. 

The Bambara Flight 
Safety Shield and Rolls- 
Royce Engineering 

Efficiency Trophies were 
won by 814 Naval Air 
Squadron, 

The ’Flying ngers 1 have 
been to the Middle East, 
Europe, and the Western 
Atlantic in the last eight 
months, flying more anti¬ 
submarine sorties than any 
other unit. 

HMS Gloucester has 
regained the Sea Dart 
Trophy, awarded annually 
to the best GWS 30 team in 
the Fleet - the fifth time the 
Type 42 destroyer has 
scooped the prize. 

The ship’s success com¬ 
plements Its earlier award 
of the Wattisham Trophy for 
excellence in antl-alr war¬ 
fare. 

Meanwhile HMS Cromer 
became the first Sandown- 
cfass mine hunter to win the 
Mine Warfare Analysis 
Trophy, awarded for the 
highest weapon practice 
analysis score. 

In winning the trophy, the 
ship posted the highest 
measure of performance 
score on record. 


RN promotes 
total equality 


THE NAVY is ‘"getting its 
house in order” on equal 
opportunities, according to the 
officer closest to the subject. 

As the Army unveiled its revised 
Equal Opportunities Directive, 
Ethnic Minorities Liaison Officer 
Lt Cdr Keith Manchanda said the 
Navy's established policy and 
action plan was set to start produc¬ 
ing dividends. 

“We are moving from strength 
to strength, and I am happy to 
recruit people from ethnic minori¬ 
ties because I know they will stay - 
because we have a good equal 
opportunities policy in place,” said 
Lt Cdr Manchanda. 

The Navy's equal opportunities 
policy was issued in June 19%, and 
the action plan followed in 
December, promoting equality in 
all areas where there is a risk of 
sexual or racial harassment, dis- 


jr bullying. 
i included: 


crimination or 1 
Key points i 

■ Equal opportunities training in 
initial. Leadership and command 
training 

■ Publishing the procedure for 
making complaints of harassment, 
bullying or discrimination 

■ Recording and monitoring cases 
of allegations regarding sexual or 
racial harassment. 

There has been a particular 
impetus in recruitment, which has 
already gone far beyond the ideas 
detailed in the action plan. 

Recognition of the Navy's policy 
has come with a short-listing for a 
national Diversity Award. 

The Navy was among nearly 90 
organisations who put themselves 
forward for the award - and finds 
itself one of 11 final contenders. 
The winners will be announced 
at a function in London this 
month. 


Royal visitor for HMS Norfolk 


ALTHOUGH 1 IMS Norfolk is 
technically her sister’s ship, 
the Type 23 frigate is particu¬ 
larly close to the heart of 
Princess Margaret, 

The princess is the ship’s spon¬ 
sor, and recently paid her third 
visit since the frigate was launched 
ten years ago. 

During tne informal visit, at the 
ship's Devonport base, the 
princess was escorted on a tour of 
the ship by the commanding offi¬ 
cer, Car Peter Hudson, 

She saw the operations room, 
machinery control centre, mess- 
decks, bridge and galley, and the 
ship's company demonstrated fire¬ 
fighting techniques and simulated 
weapons engagements, 

Tne princess also took the 
opportunity to meet members of 
the ship's company and their fami- 


• Very 
oid Kie 


Very important People - Princess Margaret meets e/ghf-monfh- 
era, who is with mum Samantha and dad LOM Troy FunneiL 


HAVE YOU MISSED US?\ 

Back copies available from 1980. 

Ring Sylvia Newman 

PORTSMOUTH (01705) 725064 
or 826040 

Navy News —The Paper that lives up to its name! 


FIND the Joker in Navy News for three editions and you have a 
chance to win £500 There are also £10 cash prizes for each of ten run¬ 
ners-up, and 20 £5 consolation prizes to be won. 

All you have to do is spot joker Jack - cartoonist Tuggs Navy News 
character - hiding in one of the other pages of this edition; then spot 
which one of three statements of Jack's is a load of old gash. 

Just telf us on which other page Jack’s joker character, shown here, 
appears. Tugg’s monthly cartoon of Jack's adventures on page 6 does 
not, of course, count. 

When you've found the joker figure, spot the joker in one of the fol- 
se k i 


is wildly inaccurate. Just mark the box next to the untrue statement. 


Which of these three statements is NOT true: j 

□ The liner Titanic was sunk by a German U-boat in 1915, 

□ Sailors are called l tars’ probably due to the black 'tarpaulin' 

hats worn In 1857-91. 

□ The Royal Navy is the oldest of Britain's Armed Services. 

Now tell us on which page you spotted Jack - Page. 

If you can fill in this coupon, and the ones which appeared in the 
previous two editions, you have a chance of winning a £500 cash 
prize. The names of the winners will be selected at random from those who gave correct 
answers in the three editions, ending with this issue. 

When you have completed all three original entry forms, send them together in one enve¬ 
lope to: 

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POI 3HH 

They should arrive at Navy News no later than January 15,1998. Entries with all three correct 
answers will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced 
in the February edition of Navy News The first name drawn will receive a prize of £500. There will 
be a prize of £10 for each of trie next ten correct entries drawn, and a further 20 consolation prizes of 
£5 

The judges' decision will be final. No correspondence will be entered into Navy News employees or 
their relatives may not enter. 
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She doesn’t want to go ... knows they want to put her to sleep! 
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Cartoon characters 
we love - and some 
we can do without 


T HE GREAT Fleet Street cartoonist Michael Cummings 
died last month at 78. Towards the end of his life he com¬ 
mented: 

'Nowadays there are more and more events of a character so 
absurd, ludicrous and grotesque that cartoonists can scarcely 
make them funnier than they really are. In a world where the 
human race is developing backwards from adolescence to 
infancy, the cartoonist gets the sensation of redundancy.” 

Many people are lately finding the pace of change too fast 
to keep up with. But when it comes to pricking the bubble of 
technofear and finding the funny side, our own Tugg Willson 
hasn't lost the plot yet (see page 6). 

Since he left the Navy over 25 years ago he has always 
kept abreast of the sptfit of the times, ensuring that Jack' 
remains at the cutting edge of naval humour - and of its tech¬ 
nology. 

Which is why no other individual has done more to boost 
the morale of the Navy in that period No sense of redundancy 
for Tugg, then. 

We still have a few dinosaurs to contend with though. Last 
month s court martial that sent six sailors to jail after they sub¬ 
jected a pair of junior ratings to a ritual initiation' threw an 
unwelcome spotlight on some of the iess savoury traditions, if 
that f s what they are, of the old Navy. 

There was nothing funny about their behaviour and there is 
no excuse for it - not even if, as they claimed, most of the 
accused had once endured the same sort of indignity. 

Old hands may say they regarded it as part of life in the 
Senior Service, something they put up with and shrugged 
aside. Some might even suggest it came under the heading of 
character building'. But more and more stories of this kind of 
abuse are coming out of the closet these days, most dis¬ 
turbingly from people brought up in children s institutions, and 
there is no doubt that it leaves lasting scars. 

Bullying - and that's what we are talking about here - is 
sadly part of life at all levels and in all sections of society, from 
the school playground to the boardrooms of multi-national cor¬ 
porations And always has been. 

A few months ago a 15-year-old work experience candi¬ 
date at Navy News had the opportunity to address a few 
questions to the then Second Sea Lord. Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce, now Commander-in-Chief Fleet. One of her 
questions was about bullying in the Armed Services - which 
showed she had read her newspapers - and his response 
was at once robust and realistic. 

He did not say he would put a stop to it - if he had, head¬ 
teachers everywhere would want to know what he had in 
mind. What he did say was that he would not tolerate it. and 
where instances of bullying were identified the culprits would 
be punished severely. 

Last month's court martial verdict bore that out. Unlike their 
victims, those arraigned at HMS Nelson thoroughly deserved 
their own ritual humiliation, in this instance delivered through 
the due process of Naval law. Any other lamebrain leftovers 
from the old Navy likewise inclined to work out their frustra¬ 
tions upon young people who come into the Service with 
deservedly high expectations of how their 'sea daddies' will 
give them a useful steer into life in a blue suit should bear that 
in mind. 

From all the evidence - not least the shocked and surprised 
reaction of many young sailors interviewed in the aftermath of 
the case - they are few enough in number as to be regarded 
as an endangered species. One whose extinction can t come 
soon enough 


IDEAS WANTED FOR 'POLICY-LED REVIEW’ 



• George Robertson: "We must be able to deal with the world as 
it is and wiit be, not as it was in the past." 


S AILORS - and civilians working for the Navy - have 
until the end of this month to send in their ideas for 
the Government's Strategic Defence Review, due to 
be published early in 1998. 


Defence Secretary George 
Robertson told Navy News he 
had enhanced the Review 
Team to allow it to get out and 
canvas views throughout the 
Services. 

"We have already received over 
450 individual submissions from 
industry, non-Governmental 

organisations, academics and men 
and women with an interest in 
defence issues/' he said. 

"But l am especially keen now 
to hear more from those with the 
most direct interest in the Review - 
members of the Armed Forces and 
civilian staff in the Ministry of 
Defence. 

"The Review Team will not be 
able to speak to everybody. The 
Chiefs of Staff have therefore 
agreed that all Service personnel 
should he invited to write directly 
to the team with their ideas and 
comments on future policy and its 
implementation." 

Conclusions of the Review 
would be published in a White 
Paper early next year. Jt was 
designed to bring clarity to defence 
planning into the next century and 
would be a thorough review from 
first principles. 

“But we do not start from a 
completely blank sheet of paper. 
Our manifesto made it clear that 
we would retain strong convention¬ 
al forces, remain committed to 
NATO, support a strong defence 
industry and retain the Trident 
nuclear deterrent. 

"I would be criticised, quite cor¬ 
rectly. if we reneged on these 


promises. 1 am also very aware of 
the changes that have already been 
made to adapt to I he post-Cold 
War strategic environment. 

"But I think we all have ideas on 
how we might do things better. 
Our manifesto commitments 
therefore provide the framework 
for the Review, without constrain¬ 
ing in any way debate on how to 
implement them.” 

No restraints on what was 
affordable had been set by 
the Treasury either 

"As I have said many times, this 
is a policy-led Review. It is not 
resource driven. Yet resources 
clearly matter. With the many 
demands on tax-payers money, it is 
imperative that every pound allo¬ 
cated to defence is spent wisely 
and well. And that is what I am 
determined to achieve.” 

^ ft i Robertson was 
I \ f I adamant that no 
IV Arumours about decisions 
on numbers, units or bases taken 
or being considered by Ministers at 
this stage in the Review had any 
basis in fact. 

“It is still very early days. We 
have only recently started initial 
work on that stage of the process 
that will help us lo define the capa¬ 
bilities our Armed Forces need to 
undertake their missions. No-one 
can yet say just what size and shape 
of forces we will need to meet our 
security objectives." 

Work on the initial policy stage 
did indicate ilia! they would need 
lo be able to undertake a wide 


Broad view 
of a broad 
span of 
interests 


range of roles to do this, though. 

"Our primary security focus 
must inevitably be Europe, and 
NATO remains essential in this 
respect, both to build wider securi¬ 
ty and to ensure collective defence. 
And we are, of course, no longer a 
superpower. But we have a broad 
span of interests and responsibili¬ 
ties, and an active and ethical for¬ 
eign policy, and we need to plan 
accordingly. 

C f I ^his planning must, how¬ 
ever, be flexible. We 
M must be able to deal with 
the world as it is and will be, not as 
it was in the past, 

“One of the aims of the Review 
is therefore to establish a policy 
framework and force structure 
which is responsive to change/ 1 
There was a particular concern 
to promote interest in and under¬ 
standing of the role of the Armed 
Services among the public (with 
whom a poll published last month 
showed they remain the most high¬ 
ly regarded of alt our institutions}. 
The Reserves provided both an 
important military capability and a 
vital link between the Services and 
the rest of society, 

“Consideration of the future 
size and shape of the Reserve 
Forces is an integral part of our 
work on the Armed Forces as a 
whole. We are therefore looking at 
a range of issues, including lessons 
from the Gulf conflict and Bosnia, 
and I am confident that the out- 
come of the Review will be a 
coherent - and imaginative - blue¬ 
print for the Reserves into the next 
century." 

Recruiting w r as a top priority. 


Current initiatives included the use 
of Jobcentres, a significantly 
increased marketing effort, and the 
payment of recruitment bounties 
in areas and trades which were 
experiencing the biggest problems. 
All three services were working 
hard to improve recruiting from 
ethnic minorities, 

"We have targeted two areas 
with a high density ethnic minority 
population for recruitment drives. 
Exploratory talks are taking place 
in Newham in East London and 
the Borough of Sand well in the 
West Midlands. Other areas will be 
considered in due course." 

A tri-Service Head Teachers 
Conference was held last month on 
the role of the Armed Services and 
the opportunities and career 
prospects they offered. 

C T have already seen, through- 
I out the UK. in Germany 
.Aand from Bosnia to the 
Gulf, the quality of the people on 
which our defence is based They 
are second to none and they are 
doing a superb job. 

"i am determined to give 
them a sound and stable 
defence planning frame¬ 
work into the next century - 
and if they have views on 
the Review that they want 
me to hear I will listen very 
hard to all that they have to 
say.” 

□ Written submissions 
should be sent lo Jon Day, 
Director of Defence Policy* 
Room 7361, Main Building, 
Whitehall SWIA 2HB by 
November 30, 
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gate hosts ‘historic’ talks with Ukraine and Poland 


Options 


Pictures by LA(PHOT) Slinger Wood SFPU 


• HMS Campbeltown exercises with the Ukrainian frigate 
Ludsk in the Black Sea and (right) Campbeltown’s Honour 
Guard , ted by it Denis Chawira, acquires a new recruit as 
they march back to the ship after a ceremony in Odessa. 












F rigate HMS Camp¬ 
beltown's visit to 
the Ukrainian city of 
Odessa took on histori¬ 
cal significance when 
the frigate hosted trilat¬ 
eral talks between the 
Defence Secretaries of 
Britain, Ukraine and 
Poland, 

As Navy News reported 
last month, the Type 22 war¬ 
ship was in the Black Sea 
port to help expand and fur¬ 
ther strengthen the already 
good relations between the 
Ukrainian navy and the RN. 

To emphasise the impor¬ 
tance of the four*day visit, 
Campbeltown flew the flag of 
Rear Admiral Peter Franklyn, 
Flag Officer Surface Flotilla, 
who joined the ship at Istanbul, 
He described the visit to the 
Ukraine as an 'historic week 
for co-operation 
After arrival at Odessa, 
Admirai Franklyn was flown to 
Sevastopol in the Crimea to 
meet the C-in-C of the 
Ukrainian navy, Rear Admiral 
Mykhaylo Yezhel, 

Both admirals then joined 
their national delegations for 
the opening of the trilateral 
talks involving Defence 
Secretary George Robertson 
and his opposite numbers from 
the Ukraine (Col-Gen Olek- 


ODESSA 


sandr Kuztnuk) and from 
Poland (Stanislav Dobrzhan- 
sky). The following evening, 
after the delegations had wit¬ 
nessed a mass drop of para¬ 
chute troops from the British, 

by . 

Paul Parrack 


Polish and Ukrainian armies, 
Mr Robertson hosted talks on 
board Campbeltown. 

In the same Ukrainian air 
force plane which flew Admirai 
Franklyn to Sevastopol were a 
dozen of Campbeltown's ship's 
company armed with bags of 
cement and sand, and shovels 


and picks, on a somewhat dif¬ 
ferent mission. They were 
heading for the memorial to the 
British soldiers and sailors 
killed in the Crimean War. The 
working party spent two days 
renovating and tidying up the 
site, on a windswept hill out¬ 
side the city. 

Leading the group was 
Charge Chief Geoff Disley. “It 
was hard work, but we had a 
good time,’* he said. “Some 
fairly major structural work is 
really needed on the walls, but 
we did a good two days work 
on getting the gardens under 
control, repainting, and general 
maintenance/’ 

Meanwhile, in Odessa, 
Ukrainian sailors from the 


FILE 


Grisha-class frigate Ludsk 
were spending time in Camp¬ 
beltown, getting acquainted 
with RN seamanship and con¬ 
trol techniques through a 
series of evolutions and exer¬ 
cises alongside in Odessa. 

On the day before she sailed, 
Campbeltown’s Honour Guard 
paraded at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Sailor for a wreath 
laying by Admiral Franklyn and 
the ship's Commanding Officer, 
Capt Alan Massey. 

As the frigate sailed from 
Odessa she was joined by the 
Ludsk for a series of manoeu¬ 
vring exercises in the Black 
Sea. 

■ Campbeltown in Romania 
- page 10. 


• Time for a joke with his new-found colleagues from the Ukraine 
navy for OM Peter White . He had been taking part in an exercise 
demonstrating to them Royal Navy firefighting techniques white 
Campbeltown was alongside in Odessa . Above: Top gear switch 
for OM Neil Armstrong 


THE RNBT WONT 
LEAVE YOU 
STRANDED 


The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, Royal Marines and their dependants. 

Established in 1922^ the RNBT ha* helped about half a million 
Naval people and their families over the years. 

Today, the RNBT gives almost £2 million each year to meet 

a wide variety of needs and provides a residential home for THE ROYAL NAVAL 

old Sailors and Royal Marines. } 1 BENEVOLENT TRUST 

For more information or advice please call; 01705 660296 / j \ tTI LBRATINf r 75 YEARS 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth PQ2 8PE 


CAMPBELTOWN'S 
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Options 


A S SHIPS and sub¬ 
marines from the 
two English naval 
bases took the limelight 
on Ocean Wave, there 
was plenty to keep the 
Scottish branch of the 
Navy busy closer to 
home. 

Much of the work based at 
Faslane, on the Gareloch, 
does not attract attention 
because it is by nature low 
key and routine. 

Nuclear submarines slip in 
and out into the Clyde estuary 
on patrols which remain secret 
to all except those who need to 
know. 

Ships of the Northern Ireland 
Squadron ply to and fro across 
the North Channel, and the 
minehunters of the Third Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron 
use the shallow Scottish 
coastal waters to hone therr 
world-leading techniques. 

But there has been plenty of 


Home and 


T HE NAVY'S Scottish 
Squadron’ has been 
operating right across 
the globe this year, with a 
detachment participating in 
the Ocean Wave deployment. 

But one of its tasks has been 
rather closer to home - the 
recovery of the remains of a 
Sea Hurricane fighter in which 
a young naval pilot died in 
January 1944. 

The prime task of 819 Naval 
Air Squadron Is flying anti-sub¬ 
marine patrols to protect the 
sea-lanes out of the Clyde 
Estuary used by Trident boats, 
which carry the UK's strategic 
nuclear deterrent. 

The squadron is based at 
HMS GanneL a site shared with 
the commercial airliners which 
fly out of Prestwick Airport 


close to the Ayrshire coast. 

But the base has been a little 
quieter than usual this year as 
the squadron’s Sea King heli¬ 
copters deployed to far-flung 
corners of the world. 

Late spring saw a squadron 
detachment to RFA replenish¬ 
ment vessel Fort Victoria, in an 
exercise off the Iberian penin¬ 
sula. 

At the same time a contin¬ 
gent was heading eastwards as 
part of Ocean Wave. 

J ust as busy at home were 
the Search and Rescue 
crews, whose responsibili¬ 
ty takes the squadron's Mk 9 
Sea King north to Fort William 
and east to the Firth of Forth, 
as well as more than 200 miles 
west of Northern Ireland, 
requiring them to operate over 


Navy New. 


■ 


A Time for reflection - River-class minesweeper HMS ffchen< of the Faslane-based Northern Ireland Squadron . is caught on a calm 
day in the Clyde estuary at the end of May. pcypHon Ate* fomn? 

Day fnppers - four Culdrose-based Jetstream T2s tine up at HMS Gannet on a grey spring day. The aircraft, from 750 Naval Air 
Squadron, flew to Scotland during an observers' course t allowing the crews to visit the Air Traffic Controt centre at the adjacent W 
Prestwick Airport. Ptctutg: LAiPHOT} Rittfm Harvey. HMS Gann& y 


Royal Marines march into the limelight during the 1997 Edir 
Royals took the lead, 
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perspective 


tre stage at this summer's 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo. 

More than 230 Royals were 
involved, marking the greatest 
Naval involvement for more 
than a decade. 

A team of SO commandos 
from Comachio Group spent 
months practising for their 
action-packed castle assault' 
routine, including a 12-man 
abseil down the walls, white 48 
newly-qualified recruits from 
King's Squad put on a display of 
marching and drill, and 130 
members of the Massed Band of 
the Royal Marines performed. 

O n the operational side, 
the five ships of the 3rd 
Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron have had a mixed 
yean 

HM5 Sandown, the lead ves¬ 
sel of the minehunter class, 
emerged fast month from refit 
at Rosyth, while HMS Watney 
has spent six months with 
NATO’s Standing Naval Force 
Channel - STANAVFORCHAN. 
HMS Cromer took part in all 


this year's Joint Maritime 
Courses (JMCs), and participat¬ 
ed in a NATO exercise off the 
Danish coast. 

Early in the year the 
squadron, on exercise, visited 
their affiliated towns in Argyll 
and Bute - HMS Bridport went 
to Oban, Sandown was at Port 
Ellen in Islay, Inverness went to 
Tobermory, Wainey into 
Rothesay and Cromer was at 
Tarbet on Loch Fyne. 

Faslane recently said good¬ 
bye to Rear Admiral John 
Tolhursl, who handed over 
command to the new Flag 
Officer Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern Ireland, 
Rear Admiral Mike Gregory, 


additional activity this year, 
demonstrating that Clyde is a 
thriving, growing part of the 
Navy's infrastructure. 

One obvious sign was HMS 
Neptune’s 30th birthday party. 

A Naval presence was first 
established at Faslane in 1040, 
and it was 40 years ago that the 
submarine element took root 
with the arrival of depot ship 
HMS Adamant, which became 
the headquarters of the Third 
Submarine Squadron, 

Britain's first nuclear subma¬ 
rine, HMS Dreadnought, 
appeared In Garelooh in 1963, 
and with the order for four 
Resolution-class boats shortly 
after, work was started to 
Increase shore facilities to sup¬ 
port the Polaris fleet. 

HMS Neptune, the accommo¬ 
dation and support organisa¬ 
tion, commissioned on August 
10,1967, with Clyde Submarine 
Base opening a year later. 

The Royal Marines took een- 


But the base also greeted a 
first-time visitor - HMS 
Invincible became the first air¬ 
craft carrier to berth alongside 
Clyde Naval Base when the 
ship led the Naval element of a 
JMC in the summer, 

JMC 972 involved ten 
nations, 23 warships, four sub¬ 
marines and 92 military aircraft 
In a major series of exercises 
off the northern and western 
Scottish coasts over two weeks 
in June. 

After a week of working up, 
the various forces took part In 
air to surface attacks, subma¬ 
rine operations, electronic war¬ 
fare, minehunting and fast 
patrol boat attacks, with crews 
on round-the-clock alert as 
they would be in wartime. 


away 


mountainous land as well as 
sometimes mountainous seas. 

The fighter recovery opera¬ 
tion was arranged through an 
aviation historian, and provid¬ 
ed the squadron with useful 
training in marshy terrain - the 
plane had crashed into boggy 
ground on Fenwick Moor. 

Its pilot, S/Lt Walter Maw, of 
770 Sqn based at HMS 
Jackdaw, Crail, died instantly, 
and was buried near his home 
at Scunthorpe. Much of the air¬ 
craft was recovered at the time. 

But tests last year revealed 
large parts of the engine, 
including the propeller boss 
and reduction gear, still on site 
- and 819 Sqn was glad to 
oblige in the spring by lifting 
the 3001b machinery dear of 
the forest glade and depositing 
it on a nearby pick-up truck. 


s reflects on a typically busy year for the Royal Navy in Scotland 


Yellow alert - Mo rag, a 
Sea King from 819 Sqn, 
is pictured on RFA Fort 
George during Ocean Wave. 
HMS Gloucester can be seen 
on the right, approaching Fort 
George for replenishment at 
sea Ptctuf* PO(PH0T, 

PtFANSU 


Bows on ~ HMS 
Invincible makes an ^ 
impressive entrance to 
the Gareloch on her first visit 
to Faslane. 

Px^f: t WlPMQT.' Jvm Gregory- FO&NNi. 


f Banana boat - a wide- 
angle lens shows a 
curved HMS Manchester 
close to a Trident subma* 
r ine at Clyde Ha vat Base 


Iburgh Military Tattoo. where the 

Pxfuw lAfPnoJr Nmtwboa fosmt 
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At Your Leisure 



Hushed up 
X-File 
incident 
of 1927 


JIMMY Lester left Chatham in 
1927 in the giant steam-powered 
submarine K-26 - in company with 
the even bigger "submarine cruis¬ 
er* XL 

Both were the result of the 
Navy’s between the wars disas¬ 
trous experiments with boats 
designed to operate and keep up 
with the surface fleet 

“She was a monster in those 
days, with six 2J inch torpedo 
tubes forrard and four 5.2 inch 
guns in two turrets. She carried a 
crew of 12(1 men which was, near 
enough, twice as many as any 
other submarine. We heard that 
she was designed for an extreme 
depth of 75 n ft which sounded 
unbelievable. 

“On our way to Malta she tried 
it out. At 450 ft her conning tower 
reduced its width by three and a 
half inches so she blew everything 
a hit quick and surfaced, (he Med 
being very deep just there. 

“All this she told K2f> on surfac¬ 
ing. Wc were told to keep this 
near-accident between us as she 
was secret and experimental. In 
the "Trade 5 if you were told fo keep 
something quiet you did just 
that.,." 

Jimmy’s story is one of many 
collated for a second volume by 
the Gal wick Submarine Old 
Comrades Association, More 
Submarine Memories, available 
at £12 (hardback) and £8 (soft¬ 
back) from K.T.Ncthercoate- 
RryanL Hadley, Upper Beeding, 
West Sussex, BN44 3TQ, 


Virgins awaiting destruction 
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The life story of 
HMY Britannia 

An 178 page 
full colour 
family album 
of the worlds 
most famous 
yacht 


Price £9.99 + £3.35 p&p l k 

Add an extra £1 lo p&p for Surface Mai! Abroad 


The Editor of 
Navy News, 
Jim Allaway 
takes you 
through forty 
years of naval 
history.. 


"““/Wavy ' 



Price £11.45uk inc p&p 

+ ±7 for surface mail abroad 


HMS 


A TRIBUTE 
TO ONE OF 
BRITAIN'S 
LAST 

WOODEN 
WALLS 
AND A 
CELEBRATION 
OF THE TON 
CLASS 



“This tilde hook has jogged a few happy 
memories for me. I hope it will give a clue lo the 
past life of a great little ship and her people, and 
he treasured as a tribute lo the remarkably 
successful Ton Class anti all who sailed in the 
last of the Royal Navy's wooden walled ships. ” 

- 11RH The Prince »f Walts 

Size approx: 11V x 8 V £5,95 incl UK P&P. 

Surface mall atwoad pleqsa acid SOp 


Please allow 28 days for delivery . 


WHITE ENSIGN - RED DRAGON 


A concise history 
of Hong Kong, with 
personal accounts of 
sailors 1 experiences 



Sold in aid of the 
LEP Trust, 
established to support 
Hong Kong Chinese 
servicemen 
after the Hand-over 


£19.95+ £3.50 p&p UK 

£430 surface moil air mail details available an request 


ALL ORDERS TO: Navy News t HMS Nelson , Portsmouth f POl 3HH 

Cheques to atTompiiny orders made payable i« Navy Nem. For orders ouiside UK. payment can be made by CTieiiuu/InleriiaiLortol Money 
Order in I Sit-rlinj: and tlrasvn on tfK bank. tJr lor paymeni by cicdii oml/swilch (UK or abroad) please use ihe coupon oil page 4. 


VIRGINS Awaiting Destruction, Virgins 
Almost Desperate, Very Able Darlings, 
Virtuous And Demure - these are some of 
Jolly Jack’s interpretations of the initials 
VAD { Voluntary Aid Detachment). 

They were, of course, the young women who 
put their careers on hold to staff the Service 
hospitals. Their finest hour came in World War 
II - and now, not before time, Joyce Drury, her* 
self a VAD(RN) in 1942-45, has gathered their 
reminiscences. 

They were exposed to all kinds of danger - 
not all of it directly caused by enemy action. 
Eileen Ramsey (nee Wright) did not enjoy her 
stay in the council flats at Swaythlmg, 
Southampton, whence the WRNS were moved 
after their quarters at the RN air station at 
Eastleigh were bombed: 

“The sick room was In a flat, I fell a bit 
strange being on my own in a flat. I was only 19 
and this was my first experience of being 
alone. There had been a lot of problems with 
intruders, being all girls in these quarters it 
rather attracted undesirables. 

“We had drunken men coming up the fire 
escape and strange men knocking on doors, t 
kept feeling there was someone outside my 
window as I was on the ground floor. I got one 


of the Wrens to come and have a look a couple 
of times, there was no-one about. 

“Then one night I had been to see a sick 
friend at the hospital. There were some people 
outside the flats, a man had been arrested, he 
was caught having forced open my window 
and was peeping through the curtains, 

“I never really felt safe there again. I was 
rather surprised that a guard was not put out¬ 
side these flats.” 

Katherine Furse formed the VAD in readiness 
for World War I and led a pioneer band of ladies 
to France in 1914 - so it was to her the 
Admiralty turned to lead the WRNS, which cel¬ 
ebrates its 80th anniversary this month (see 
centre pages). 

The VAD(RN) performed many tasks - they 
manned hospital ships, provided cooks, lab 
assistants, nurses, medical secretaries, x-ray 
and operating theatre staff. Between 1917 and 
1960 around 5,800 served with the Royal Navy, 

• Left: We Were There (Jupiter Press, £9.95) 
is charmingly illustrated with contemporary 
cartoons and drawings - including a number 
by Alice Brereton-Smith (nee Ruttledge). This 
one is captioned: ‘Exercise - Waiting for 
Casualties in Dartmouth Hospital, 1944\ 


Chilly contact of 
of the third kind 


C ONTACT, like virtual¬ 
ly every work of sci¬ 
ence fiction, is con¬ 
cerned with the big 
stuff: it's hard to think of any 
sci-fi that bothered to antici¬ 
pate such non-apocalyptic 
developments as the mobile 
phone or the video cassette. 

The film is another in the cur¬ 
rent cycle to do with alien visit a- 
lion, an event which, after all the 
recent conditioning, one fully 
expects to happen in reality just 
about any day now. 

The opening scene is literally 
wonderful. The camera seems to 
rise above the Earth and track 
backwards through the solar sys¬ 
tem. out into the galaxy, past thou¬ 
sands of stars, then beyond to the 
whole universe, where our galaxy 
becomes lost among countless oth¬ 
ers. 

It’s a stunning special effect, but 
the relevance is in the soundtrack. 
At first everything is a cacophony 
of music, adverts, weather fore¬ 
casts; but the further away we trav¬ 
el the more the sound thins out, 
until wc realise we are travelling 
back in time - the Beatles, World 
War ll news bulletins, the 
Charleston, a scratchy 
Mareomgram *.. then nothing. 
The phenomenon, familiar to 
every Basie Science class, is put to 
chilling use later in the movie. 
Hardly less disturbing is the impli¬ 
cation that extra-terrestrial intelli¬ 
gences may come to size us up on 
the basis of a stray edition of 
Telelubbies reverberating around 
the Milky Way, 

The main thing to say about 
Contact though, is that it is not an 
action thriller and the aliens them¬ 
selves remain almost entirely off¬ 
screen, their ambiguity unresolved, 
the film even finds room tor some 
theological considerations, via a 
rather sinister character played by 
Matthew McConaughey. 

Indeed, the approach is semi- 
documentary, proceeding from the 
basic sci-fi premise, with individu¬ 
als and inst ilu I ions reacting much 
as one would expect them to do in 
actuality. Jodie Foster gives a char¬ 
acteristically committed perfor¬ 
mance as the story's prime mover; 
and there’s not nearly enough of 
James Woods as a cynical White 
House fixer. 

There is also an inadvertent par¬ 
ticipation on the part of Bill 
Clinton, demonstrating that the 
language of Presidential speeches 
is so woolly and non-specific that a 


pronouncement on a fall in the 
stock market can he smoothly co¬ 
opted and applied to news of an 
i n to r-ga lactic Iiowdy-d o. 


ScreenScene 


Last month Meg Ryan was up to 
no good in Addicted lo Love. This 
time Julia Roberts is the heroine 
with a compulsion to shabby 
behaviour, in My Best Friend’s 
Wedding. 

Her best friend’s wedding is, tn 
fact, what she is determined to pul 
a stop to, for ihe usual reasons of 
the heart. The film could, with only 
minor readjustments, be turned 


into a rather nasty drama. In fact 
it*s a warm-hearted comedy, with a 
few odd little shafts of poetic 
licence and a soundtrack humming 
with a collection of 
Bach a rac h/ Dan i d c I ass ics t 

Rupert Everett, given a movie- 
steahng supporting role, duly sieals 
the movie. The scene where he 
breaks into a rendition of I Say a 
Little Prayer’ and infects a whole 
restaurant with his madness is a 
perfect anthology piece. And judg¬ 
ing from the quantity of 1998 
Cameron Diaz calendars currently 
on sale, young Ms Diaz is about lo 
become absolutely inescapable. 

- Bob Baker 



* Best friends - Julia Roberts (left) and Cameron Diaz each have 
their own wedding plan. 
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At Your Leisure 



H annah Snell 
is one of 
Britain's 
most cele- 
b r a t e d 
female sol¬ 
diers. In 1750 she captivat¬ 
ed London theatre audi¬ 
ences with tales of her 
enlistment, disguised as a 
man, in the Royal Marines, 
She said she went with them 
to India where she fought, was 
severely wounded - But still 
managed to conceal her sex. 

New slant 

on an old 

scam on 
women in 

the Front 

Line 


HP BOQKFINDERS: Established 
professional service Locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close, 
BLedlow Ridge, Buckinghamshire, 
HP14 4AP, Tel: (Q1494) 481118 
Fax: (01494) 481121. 
marti n@hp.bookfinders,co. uk 


“HMS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
. . video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M.S, GANGES 
(Roll on my dozen!) & H.M.S 
GANGES (Tales of the T.R,0,G/S.) 
S.A.E. details Douglas Hse, Pcnmarth 
Redruth. Cornwall TR16 6NX 



HMSCENTAUR 


TS 


1943 - 1972 
By Neil McCart 

te Latest in the series detailing the careers 
of the Royal Navy’s post-war aircraft 
carriers. This volume follows the Centaur from the builder's yard to the breakers 
yard with detailed accounls of each of the vessel's commissions. Foreword by Rear- 
Admiral Steiner, the Centaur's last commanding officer. 125 illustrations, some in 
colour. Hardback with full colour laminated dust jacket. Price £16,95 plus p&p, 
ISBN 0 9519538 9 3 
Also Available: 

HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p 
HMS ALBION 1944-1973 (Softback) £13.95 plus p&p 

Please add £1.50 p&p UK & EU (£3.50 overseas). Payment by sterling cheque, postal order, or by 
VISA/MASTERCARD. Telephone orders welcomed. From FAN PUBLICATIONS. 17 Wymans 
Lane, Cheltenham, Glos GL51 9QA, Tel/Fax 01242 580290 Or order from good bookshops. 
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in 


A biography was rushed out to 
cash in on her fame - its author, 
Robert Walker, even more improb¬ 
ably reported that during an earlier 
stint in the Army she had received 
500 lashes while tied to the gates of 
Carlisle Castle. And still kept her 
secret: 

"Her Method was this, 
according to her own rela¬ 
tion: At that Time her 
Breasts were but very small, 
and her Arms being extend¬ 
ed and fix’d to the City 
Gates her breasts were 
towards the Wall, so that 
there was little or no Danger 
of her Comrades finding out 
the important Secret which 
she took such uncommon 
Pains to conceal.” 

Yeah, right ... As Matthew 
Stephens notes in his new study of 
the subject Hannah Snell: the 
Secret Life of a Female Marine, 
1723-1792 (Ship Street Press 
£4.95), assuming even that she had 
been able to survive such a brutal 
flogging, which is most unlikely, “it 
is beyond all realms of credibility 
that while stripped to her waist and 
being beaten senseless, she could 
have concealed her sex.” 

So how much else of her story 
stands up? 

Walker’s account, the main 
source treating of Hannah, is full 
of chronological inconsistencies. 
Her alleged motive (the one com¬ 
monly offered by ‘female warriors’) 
was to go in search of her other 
half. But James Summs had desert¬ 


ed her when she was heavily preg¬ 
nant, stealing what was left of her 
possessions. It is never established 
why she was willing to risk her safe¬ 
ty m quest of a man described as 
the "worst and most unnatural of 
husbands”. 

And none of the dates of her 



• Rest your Bayonet on y* left 
Arm’ - Hannah Snell “in Her 
Regimentals” on the London 
stage in t7SO. 

supposed enlistment, pregnancy, 
(she gave birth to a daughter who 
died at seven months) flogging etc 
tie in with the regimental and 
parish records . 

So it seems likely that her adven¬ 
tures before she joined the sloop 
HMS Swallow under the alias 
James Gray in 1747 were pure fab¬ 
rication. 

And then, how could she have 
managed to conceal her sex among 
110 men cramped into a ship bare¬ 
ly three times the length of a 
London bus? 

Most accounts of female cross¬ 
dressers (which enjoyed a particu¬ 
lar vogue at this time) are coy 
about the physical practicalities. At 
the trial of one, Catherine Lincken, 
in 1721 it was revealed that she 
made use of "a leather-covered 
horn through which she urinated 
and (which she kept) fastened 
against her nude body”. 

T hen there is the problem 
of her period - although 
Stephens makes tnc 
point that the extremely 
poor diet might anyway have 
Ted menstruation altogether, 
"Tile it seems an impossible 
feat, it must be remembered that 
sailors and soldiers on board 
washed very rarely and that as long 
as Hannah was vigilant, her ship¬ 
mates mav well have perceived her 
feminine body as that of an adoles- 


stopjjed 


cent boy”. 

Whatever, on November 1, 1747 
the Swallow sailed from 
Portsmouth for India where 
Hannah Snell/Jamcs Gray took 
part in the siege of Pondicherry, 
Walker’s account has her suffering 
severe wounds in the dying days of 
the campaign: 

"She stood so deep In 
Water, she fired no less than 
thirty-seven Rounds of 
Shot, and during the 
Engagement received six 
Shot in her Right Leg and 
five In the Left, and what 
affected her more than all 
the Rest, one so dangerous 
in the Groin . . . she 
remained all that Day and 
the following Night in the 
Camp before she was car¬ 
ried to the Hospital, and 
after that she was brought 
there and laid In Kit she con¬ 
tinued till next Day In the 
greatest Agony and Pain.” 
Trimble is, the musters for the 
entire battle show 'James Gray’ to 
be fit and well and not once absent 
due to injury. During the three 
months he is supposed to have 
spent in hospital at Cuddelorc, the 
musters of HMS Eltham to which 
he is shown to have transferred 
find him sailing from Fort St David 
to Bombay "without the slightest 
hint of ill health* 5 . 

W alker says Hannah 
resisted informing 
her doctor, Mr 
Belchier, about the 
bullet in her groin - she removed it 
herself and treated the wound with 
ointments she had purchased from 
an Indian nurse. 

Another unlikely story. Walker's 
account of Hannah's hospitalisa¬ 
tion does appear to be based on 
fact, though - sometime later many 
of the Eltham’s crew were ill with 
disease and were sent to hospitals 
at Cuddelore or Fort St George. 
Did Hannah and Walker invent the 
story of the wounds - since without 
them she was not entitled to a mil¬ 
itary pension? 

On her return to England her 
True Story' became a best seller - 
a much expanded second edition 
was trickle-released in nine parts 
- and her portrait was available on 
every street corner. And she did 
gel a life pension from the Royal 
Chelsea Hospital, 

Walker, by the way, says 
Hannah, learned the fate of her 
errant husband from a sailor in a 
Lisbon tavern - he had stabbed a 
man in Genoa and, sentenced to 
death, was placed in a sack of 
stones and thrown into the har¬ 
bour. 

There is no evidence for this - 
but "it acts as a literary device free¬ 


ing Hannah from her official 
request, the death of her husband 
allowing her to resume her former 
life.” 

This she did, to begin with, by 
appearing in the 18th century 
equivalent of the “film of the 
book” - a 70-day run at the New 
Wells Theatre which saw her 
singing songs and performing her 
‘Military Exercises*. f , . s ,, 

Her immediate celebrity did not 
last long and details of how she 
spent the next 40 years of her life 


are sketchy. She was twice married 
again - one of her descendants 
was discovered by her latest biog¬ 
rapher who helped him with his 
research. Sadly, she spent her last 
days in Bedlam and died there in 
1792. 

In some ways it is an appropriate 
end to a crazy story. And like all 
the best ones, how' much of it is 
true is always going to be open to 
speculation. 

- JFA 
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Let us Publish Your Book 
Most subjects considered 
including Religion, Biography, 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 
AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 
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The Foremost Book on Navy Songs 

“GREY FUNNEL LINES” 

Traditional song & verse ol The 
Royal Navy 1900-1970 

Compiled by CYRIL TAWNEY 

“A slice of nostalgia of immense 
appear - NAVY NEWS 
Price (Inc. p.*p.}: £12^0 (UK/SFPO 
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Options 



assing the time in a metal capsule somewhere under the sea 




* immersed in a book - MEM(M) Midge Milnes, of HMS Vanguard, relaxes on Ms 'rack'. 

HMS Vanguard pictures; lAiPHOT) Hobble Hodgson , FOSNM. 


Down to 
business 


T he crew of a Vanguard- 
class boat might at first 
seem a miserable bunch. 
Complaints tumble out. It’s 
tedious. Too quiet - but too much 
work in the days before a patrol. 
Too cramped. 

But dig deeper, and a different 
picture emerges, one of a profes¬ 
sional team working in conditions 
few civilians would tolerate. 

Take food, for example. A num¬ 
ber of HMS Vanguard junior rates 
poke fun at the chefs, but are 
quick to admit: “They do their 
best. They make quite a good 
spam carbonara. 

“When you think what they Ye 
got to work with, you can t really 
complain it's a creative menu." 

Part of the chefs' problem is 
that fresh fruit and vegetables 
soon run out, so the rest of the 
patrol, which can last up to three 
months, features frozen food, tins 
and jars, and long-life milk. 

Whatever the menu, the times 
at which meals are eaten also take 


some getting used to, 

DM Mark Mac [.cod (24), from 
Glasgow, said: "Once we are on 
patrol, we are on to watches 
straight away; six hours om six 
hours off, 24 hours a day. 

“It's work, sleep, work, steep - it 
can be quite stressful. You could 
wake up and the first meal you have 
is dinner. You lose track of time," 

I llnesses can usually be dealt 
with by the doctor and two 
medical staff - one recent 
patrol saw a sailor’s twisted testicle 
untwisted by the doctor on the 
Senior Rates' mess table - but 
human life comes before opera¬ 
tional secrecy, and a dangerously- 
ill sailor would be taken off mid- 
patrol, according to Executive 
Officer Lt Cdr Jim Bark, 

The position of the boat is 
known to only the chosen few - 
the rest just get through day after 
day of routine work, interspersed 
with the drama of emergency drills 
The Escape Committee - dedi¬ 
cated to helping off-duty crewmen 


• Down in the gym - AB Biity 
Connolly works out by the mis¬ 
sile tubes in HMS Vanguard 
(above) which is almost as 
cramped as a Trident boat's 
laundry room (below). 

There is a little more space in 
the Junior Rates ' Mess - dur¬ 
ing quieter moments (right). 


escape boredom - is very active. 

There is much-used gym equip¬ 
ment squeezed in between the 
Trident missile tubes on the lowest 
of the four decks, and people run 
courses - CPO(OPS) Tom King, 
for example, has a psychology 
degree, and has nine students tak¬ 
ing a psychology exam course. 

There are weekly Familygrams, 
brief messages from home which, 
to avoid revealing the boat's posi¬ 
tion, cannot be answered, and 
which are vetted for bad news. 

The submarine does get news 
bulletins, which boosts morale, 
and the crew can drink off duty. 

Quizzes and social nights are 
frequent, and Vanguard runs occa¬ 
sional Great Egg Races - design¬ 
ing a vehicle to transport an egg - 


and a silly beard competition. 

The crew raised f 600 for cancer 
research last patrol, in memory of 
a senior rate who died recently. 

Some play lap-top computer 
games, and there are also videos, 
'But we have got to be quiet/ 5 
said Mark MacLeod, "For noisy 
evolutions, with hammering or 
drilling, you have to get permis¬ 
sion, and vou have to go for quiet 
films. Lack of noise keeps us safe." 

Mark recalled a patrol when the 
sound room picked up another sub¬ 
marine because they could hear, 
among other noises, shouting. 
“They never heard us/' he added. 

T here is virtually no privacy 
among the 135 crew - the 
nearest thing is the curtain 
on the rack, the bunk space in a 
room shared with more than a 
dozen others. 

Even so, Mark, who served on 
Fleet submarines, appreciates the 
space on Trident boats. 


"There is a bit more bunk space 
than on 1-boats, and if there are a 
couple of guys in a passageway on 
them, you can t move." 

Around 60 junior rates share 
two showers, four basins and three 
toilets, although washing facilities 
can be suspended as making fresh 
water creates noise. Toilets use 
seawater. 

No deodorants or other such 
chemicals are permitted, as they 
interfere with air filtration. 

"And if someone gets a cold, w r e 
all get it before long,” said one man. 

But they wouldn’t give up their 
strange life without a struggle. 

“Its a sociable, professional crew, 
and it’s the crew that makes the 
boat," according to a junior rating. 

“I wouldn't go to surface ships, 
I don't think we have (he same 
sort of discipline here - 1 suppose 
it's self-discipline, rather than 
imposed discipline." 

■ Britain orders more Trident 
missiles - back page. 


Fresh air? 
It stinks! 

A pproaching the end of a patrol 
often brings mixed feelings for 
crew members. 

Bad news is usually kept from the men 
while at sea, as nothing can be done 
about it except fret. 

But as the first boats prepare to meet 
the submarine In the Clyde, the CO calls 
a number of people to visit his cabin - 
often to be be given the news that a rela¬ 
tive has died, been buried, and the griev¬ 
ing process among those ashore is 
already well under way. 

Returning to the surface Is not quite 
the blessing it would seem. 

“The fresh air doesn't smell very fresh, 
because we have been breathing puri¬ 
fied air for weeks,” said Lt Cdr Jim Bark, 
Executive Officer of HMS Vanguard’s 
starboard crew. 

“But whatever the location, it's the 
view of land that strikes most people. 

“We invariably have a VIP visitor on 
arrival back from patrol, and we usually 
get fresh food as well, so one of the first 
sights we see when we come up Is of the 
casing party swigging fresh milk. 

“There is a bittersweet reaction to the 
VIP - everyone wants to get home, but 
they are also keen to show off what they 
have achieved and what the boat is capa¬ 
ble of." 

Driving can be a problem on return. 
Although there are longer corridors 
and spaces than on the Fleet sub¬ 
marines, allowing the eyes to focus on a 
distant object, submariners are still 
advised not to drive for a day or two on 
return to allow the eyes and brain to 
adjust to life outside a metal tube. 


A three-month cruise sounds fine - but it 
can have its drawbacks, writes Mike Gray. 
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THE 1997 Christmas 
Postbag is set to break 
all records. 

Over two billion cards and 
letters will be cascading on to 
the nation’s doormats and a 
million parcels delivered a day 
in the build up to Christmas. 

Royal Mail - which last year suc¬ 
cess! ully delivered 2,(168 million 
cards and letters in the four weeks 
up to Christmas day - predicts 
2,225 million, saying there seems 
no limit to the nation's enthusiasm 
for sending more and more festive 



greetings to friends and relations. 

Three quarter of a million of the 
letters handled will be from chil¬ 
dren to Santa Claus at his own 
postcode address of SAN TAl. 
And a similar number will be free- 
of-charge replies - Santa shares 
with the Queen the right to free 
postage, but he has asked that let¬ 
ters be posted to him before It 
December. 

The main message for cus¬ 
tomers is: post early and please use 
postcodes. The army of postmen 
and women work around the clock 
up to and including Christmas Eve, 



SHOOT 

the 

MODEL 


David 


ranklin 




I 


“medieval Malta* massive 
splendour cnchatHs iwo 
gciKrauofis of one London 
family a sailor and a 
model .tntf when she 
retraces the sailor s 
footsteps, lemlyme 
discoveries ihicnien Ui 
chmicf her life 



Spice up your Christmas reading with this 
superb new novel by David Franklin 


Available Now At: £7.95 inc p&p. 

ISBN I S5S45 0942 2 NEW MILLENNIUM Curdbound 349pp 

Please address your order to: 

NEW MILLENIUM 

292 Kennington Road. London SE! I 4LD 


but the more people who post early 
and use postcodes, the more confi¬ 
dent everyone can be of a satisfac¬ 
tory Christmas for those for whom 
they care. 

Royal Mail has introduced mas¬ 
sive automation to enable it to con¬ 
tinue to deliver the service the 
nation expects, as mail volumes 
have grown steadily to 72 million 
items per day. And the key to 
automation is the postcode. 
Anyone can rapidly find the post¬ 
code they need by telephoning 
Royal Mail on 0345 111222. 

During the four-week build up 



12 NOV- Royal Mail surface mail to 
Eastern Europe. 

19 Nov- Royal Mail surface mail to 
Western Continental Europe. 

2 Dec- Parcelforce International 
Standard service to countries outside 
Europe. 

5 Dec- Paroelforce International 
Standard service to Austria, Finland 
and Sweden. 

6 Dec- airmail letters to non- 
European addresses, 

9 Dec- Parcelforce International 
Standard service to EC countries 
including Eire, Channel Islands. 

13 Dec- airmail letters to 
Continental Europe. 

18 Dec- second-class items. 

21 Dec- first class“letters/cards. 


BADGES OF 
THE ROYAL NAVY 



Full colour Heat sealed *£ Framed 

Collectors size: fax 5'm _,£ 7.50 

Preservation Size: 8m x 7in .£72.50 

Unframed Prints: x 4«-... £3M 

All Royal Naval Associated Badges 
Alt prices include UK postage 
AJ.LAW <Fleet Badges) 

4 . Old Station Ciuntens, SI niffs bury Rttad 
Henstridgr,, Somerset HAS OPV 

Tel: 01963 364172 


‘JACKSPACK 

MAKE IT A GOOD DEAL 
FOR CHRISTMAS 



V Ideal Christmas Gift 

* No Batteries Required 

♦ Good Value for Mo 

♦ Simple to W, 
V Easy to Pos 

♦ Vnbreakab, 

♦ Lasts for yt 

♦ Highly Grig 


■ 



V ORDER FORM + 

Plc.ise send single packs 

Please send.. double packs 

single pack £5.00 + 75p p&p 
Double Boxed Pack £9.9(1 + £1. !U p&p 

Toial Cose ....................... 

Name: 

Addrests: h ,.. . ......... 


Chcques/PO's only payable to HFNC PO 
BOX 160, Northwood, Middlesex, NA6 .I* 31 ' 

♦ ♦ 




Christmas Wrap 


Jutl Cength pure 
silk Wrap 

Embroidered with dragons f 
birds or flowers 


Available itt red or gold 
hand washable 

Send cheque/po for Ug.5© line P&J*} 
TVi: Simply Silk, 64 Fulmer Rood, 
West Beck ton, 

London E16 3TF 


to Christmas, 25JMX) extra helpers 
and 2,fJ(K) supplementary vehicles 
will reinforce the permanent 
teams. 


Parcelforce delivers to 239 
countries and territories world¬ 
wide but does emphasise that, 
whether a parcel is destined for an 
address at home or overseas, 
appropriate wrapping is essential 
to avoid problems. 

The message remains, pack 
carefully and post early. 


STOCKS ARE LIMITED SO ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. 

Price only E8.0Q inc p&p from: 

Blue Band Magazine 
Calendar ‘98 

Eastney Block, HMS NELSON, 

Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Tel: 01705 - 726173. Most major Credit Cards accepted. 
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★ GUCCI CRIMBO RABBITS!! ★ 


From the same team that brought you JACKSPEAK**... 


IN 


by Rick Jolly 


" Still available?! 


T ‘ J E 

JACKSPEAK TRISERVICE 
GUIDE TO STAFF REPORTING 


A terrific collection of nearly 600 Politically Incorrect 
ideas for your own Personnel Assessment tasks: 


This GL Seaman Officer is so 
controlled, and so tight, that he 
is unable to perspire freely... 

Everyone has a good word for 
the Commander, but they tend 
to whisper it... 

If put under pressure, her voice 
rises to a pitch that can only be 
understood by bats. 

Were these written about 


• When unsure of himself, this 
young officer mumbles; when in 
trouble, he delegates. In a 
peacetime Navy he will probably 
go all the way to the top... 

• The only time my Navigating 
Officer is absolutely certain 
where he is going is shortly after 
he has taken a laxative... 

someone you know...?! 


cutorcopy ORDER FORM 

To; Paiamanando Publishing (FoSAMA), PO Box 42, Torpoint, Cornwall , PL 11 2YR 

□ Please send one copy/... .copies of IN CONFIDENCE @ £9.95 per copy (inc. P&P) to: 

Name: ......House/Road:.........,.,. 


Town ...............*.............County...***..............Post Code.. 

I understand that at least £1 plus author’s royalties will be paid direct 
to the South Atlantic Medal Association (1982) 

I enclose a cheque/postal order for .made payable to Paiamanando Publishing. 

(NBt Free postage and packaging for orders postmarked up to, and including, December 12 1997.) 

(NBz Please add extra for postage outside UK & Europe and altow 14 days for cheque clearance and despatch.) 

Signature,*..*..........Date...... 

Registered Address; LJnrt 11 Carew Estate. Crntl ha le, Cornwall 
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An awe-inspiring portrayal 
ol the aircraft carrier USS 
Theodore Roosevelt, its 
planes and 6,000 crew. 
Produced by Equinox, 
Channels 4 h s award winning 
documentary series. 

Running time 50 mins. 

The Battle of the Atlantic 
Cal no DD603 
£10.99 

Tells the complete story of 
the campaign from start to 
finish with some ol the 
best available footage. 
Running time 48 mins , 


Featuring rare archive footage 
ol Torpedo bomber's, from 
HM Illustrious, attack on 
Taranto, the battle of Leyte Gulf. 
Pearl Harbour and much more. 
Running time 58 mins. 

The History ol the Submarine 
Cal no CVB1126- £10.99 
From its arrival in 1900 through WWII 
and up to the nudear-powered modern 
killers. This video details tactics and 
technology used for and againstf. 
Running time 55 mins. 


Battleships at War 
Cal no CVB1171 
£10,99 

The battleship reigned 
supreme from the start of 
this century to 1945. This 
video cover all the major 
action during that period. 
Running time 55 mins. 


4 video set 
CARRIERS 
Only £39.99 
for the set oi 

£10.99 

Carriers is a unique, lour pad film history of tbs American 
Carder and Naval air power, Irom USS Langley through la the 
supercarriers ol today, Running lime 88 mins each video. 

Vnl 1 - The Early Years Vnl 2 - The Carrier at War 

Vul 3 - from kamikazes to Korea Vol 4 - Suptreanier 


The new magazine for all 
who love the sea ana ships 

Maritime Heritage magazine brings to life the stories of the 
ships; people; places and events of the past anti present 
maritime world in an authoritative and handsome quarterly 
publication. Major articles on a wide range of naval and 
maritime topics are supported by regular news features 
and reviews, including: 

Maritime Heritage Around the World • Ship Models 
Maritime Antiques ■ Marine Art • Events • Books 


Maritime Heritage Is only 
SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES 

UK: £22.50 for 4 issues 
Europe Airmail: 

£25.00 for 4 issues 
USA Airmail: 

£26.00 for 4 Issues 
Rest of World Airmail: 
£32.00 for 4 Issues 


available on subscription. 

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

By phone: 0TB1 333 1BS9 (credit cards only) 
By fa*: 0181 333 1162 (credit cards only) 

By post (cheques and credit cards) to 
Binnacle Publishing, 

16a Ardgowan Road. London SE61XB, UK 
Please make cheques payable to 

Binnacle Publishing 

Cards accepted: Visa: Mastercard'Access: 
Eurocard 


Special offer 

Subscribe from the September 
1997 issue and receive one 
other issue ol your choice from 
the first year of this premier 
maritime publication FREE. 

Please stale which 
free issue you wish to receive 
with your subscription 


kcr 1 December 1996 

Histnr}-' of the Ugtitship 
The Letters of a Pressed Man 
folm Everett, Murine Artist 
Number 2 March 1997 
The Origins of Hang Kong 
Travels in Maritime Finland 
Destruction of UK Fishing Bouts 
Number 3 Junc-july 1997 
Manning the British Merchant Fleet 
Replica vs. Restoration 
A Cromwellian Shipwreck 
Number 4 September 1997 
A Thousand Years of Square Ris 
Admiral Dunam and Campenfawn 
20th Century Seapower 


Post to: PRESSPLAY, FREEPOST CL3713, Dunmow, Essex CM6 1XX 

YES: Please send me the following videos. I enclose my 


cheque/PO's to PRESSPLAY for Z. 
or debit my ACCESS/VfSA/MASTERCARD Card No. 


Expiry Date. 


_ Signature. 


Name (please print)- 
Address_ 


Postcode . 


. JND4150 


Your orders will normally he delivered within 7-10 days 
hut please allow 28 days for delivery. Offer only applies 
to UK, Channel Isles and BFPO For overseas orders 
please Include £2.50 p&p for each video. 


ORDER FORM 

Cat No 

Title 

Qty 

Unit Price 

Amount 

DD95Q 

The Ark Royals 

! 

12,99 


D0130 

Story at the Fleet Air Arm 


12.99 


CH40003 

Fly Navy 


12.99 


DD6S3 

The Battle of the Allantic 


10.99 


CVB1110 

Great Sea Battles of WWII 


10.99 


CVB1126 

The History oft he Submarine 


10.99 


CVB1171 

Battleships at War 


tO. 99 


AT069 

Net sons Victory 
(FREE wilfo any 2 videos) 


10.99 


ACSET 

Carrier Set 


39.99 


DD481 

The Early Years 


10.99 


DD4S2 

The Carrier al War 


10.99 


DD4B3 

From Kamikazes to Korea 


10.99 


DD4A4 

Supercarrier 


10.99 



CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 01371 873138 • HOTFAX 01371 873382 
E-mail 100746.126@compuserve.com.uk 


Sub-total 

P&P 

Total Order Value 


2 99 


For more details phone: 01705 826682 or Fax: 01705 821881 

ROYAL NAVAL MUSEUM TRADING Co Ltd, No 9 Store, Main Road, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth P01 3PY 


HOSLVS STORE & TORPOINT TKDDY BEAR Co. 

3 HARVEY STREET, TOR POINT, CORNWALL, Pl.11 2 TIL 
TEI JE PH f >\ E/FA X 111752 - Nl 50511 & 01752 H13KI2 


White Knsjgn Honk Club 
113 The Ridgeway Northaw 
Potters Bar Herts ENfe 4BG 

Telephone 01707 872720 
Fax 01707 873444 

Sam Minlty 0 


Ml TK Al, KSOT BOARDS 

Your own picture or certificate Featured 
in this knot display. 

Many other designs available 

Send SAE for brochure 

BRIAN J ARBEIT, A MNI 

Tel/Fax 01322 227725 

“Villa Rosa' 1 Oaklickl Lime. Wilmington. 
Daitford. Kent DAI 2TE, 


THE END 
OF 


AN ERA 


Your opportunity to 


acquire a unique memento 
ol the Royal Navy’s second 
okles! serving ship prior to 
her decommissioning at 
Portsmouth later this year. 

For a FREE full colour leaflet describing this 10 r /: ’ bone China 
pi ale write to the producers. 

W. Bates & Co, FREEPOST (MID 15583) 
STOKE-ON-TRENT ST3IBR. 

jffffiWTOgCTffflWW No stamp required. 


B lue & Silver 
Versus 

Traditional Red 
& Gold this 
Christmas. 

Both items 
pictured are 
available as 
part of WH 
Smiths’ range 
of Christmas 
ideas. 


Requiem to a Royal Yacht© 


£5.99 


SPECIAL NAVY DAYS FREE VIDEO OFFER 

Buy any 2 VIDEOS below and receive 
Nelson's Victory video ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

Narrated by Richard Baker, this video tells the story of Britains 
greatest naval hero and the most famous warship in the world. 

This video can also be purchased separately for £ 10.99 


“Once Britains regal ship has gone 
From the scenic world she'll leave behind 
This peerless hook will e'er remain * 

A footprint in the sands of time!" 


THE ROYAL YACHT ‘BRITANNIA’ 

by Brian Hoey - A magnificent ‘coffee-table’ presentation 

The elegance of this super-book is a fitting tribute to the story of 
a unique and beautiful ship at the end of its 43-year-old career. 


2KQ x 220mm Hardback 
176 pages 

RK illustrations Full colour 
44 mono 

£12.75 POST FREE 

14 days delivery 

Cheque or CC Number with order 


THE BOSUNS BOOK SHOP 

A large selection of Royal Naval and Maritime titles 


Janes 

WAR AT SEA 

1897-1997 


.95 


BOSUNS STORE & 

TORPOINT TEDDY BEAR COMPANY 

LET VS WORRY ABOUT YOUR SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT THIS YEAR! 
PERSONALISED EMBROIDERED CHRISTMAS TEDDY BEARS 
ONLY H5.99 + PAP 

WITH THREE MOTIF'S TO CHOOSE FROM 


INEXPENSIVE NAUTICAL GIFTS FOR 
ALL THE FAMILY THIS CHRISTMAS. 

HUNDREDS OF STOCKING FILLERS 
FROM OCR FREE CATALOGUE 

CHANDLERY AND PERSONALISED 
CLOTHING MAKE IDEAL PRESENTS 


^ % 


Don't forget 
Order Early 


Great Sea Bailies of WWII 
Cairo CVB1110-£10.99 


The Art Royals 
Cat oo DD9&0 
E12.9t 


From trie first Ark Royal 
commissioned by Sir 
Walter Raleigh in the 16th 
Century to the present day 
aircraft carrier 
Running time 75 mins. 


Ths Story of the Flee! 
Air Ann - Cat no 

mm m.m 


Fly Navy 

Cal tie CH40003 El 2.99 




From first carrier landings 
through WWII. Classic 
torpedo bombers in action 
and much more... 

Running time 65 mins . 


‘The ‘Perfect C]ift 

especially for Christ mas 


Carefully selected gifts to satisfy every occasion 

CHRISTMAS * BIRTHDAYS • ANNIVERSARIES 
VALENTINES DAY - WEDDINGS • CHRISTENINGS 
MOTHERS DAY - FATHERS DAY 

We pride ourselves in giving special attention to the presentation of 
every gift ensuring pleasure and delight to all your family and friends 
deliveries worldwide send 

LOB YOI R PKOimiRKTUPAY 

THE PERFECT GIFT 

HILL FARM, GT DUNHAM, KINGS LYNN, NORFOLK PE32 2LP, UK 
TEL: +44 1760 755633 FAX: +44 1760 755634 
e mail: gifts@btinlemeI.coni 

NAMTi ....... ADDRESS...... 
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WILL YOU BE BLUE 
THIS CHRISTMAS? 



FOR CHRISTMAS 
1997, we have decided 
to focus our attention 
on how the high street 
shops cope with 
Christmas, and what 
we the general pubic 
can do to make the 
nightmare of shopping 
easier. 

A spokesman for Index 
Catalogue shop said: 
“There is always a few par¬ 
ticular items which are in 
great demand. Last year it 
was Buzz Lightycar, this 
year it is Tellytubbies and 


Tamogotchis. The only way 
to ensure that you get one is 
to order in advance 
Many of the high street 
shops try to alleviate the prob¬ 
lem of long frustrating queues 
by taking on more part-time 
and full-time staff to cope with 
Christmas shoppers. Although 
this does ease the problem 
somewhat, there is always 
bound to be some waiting. 

To make this easier on every¬ 
one, patience is needed by all. 
If purchasing via mail order 
don't forget to allow a maxi¬ 
mum of 28 days for delivery. 

As well as making shopping 


U-NEED-US at 

LARGE SELECTION OF:- 

PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS, BALLOONS, 
NOVELTIES , PARTY HATS, CRACKERS , PAPER/FOIL 
DECORATIONS r TABLE STATIONARY ETC 

30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth POI 1NW 
Phone 01705 023013. Fax 01705 736943 
B.F.P.O orders welcome (nil VAT) free price list available 



HMS CHATHAM IN HONG KONG. 31 HIN 97 

To commemorate the etui of British rule in Hong Kong, 250 limited edition signed prints 
by internationally renowned watercolour artist James Foot have been commissioned 

PRICES (INC p&p): 

£?5.tKI FINE FRAMED 
£50.00 UNFRAMED 


TO ORDER 


Cheques payable la: 

THE WELFARE FUND, 
HMS CHATHAM, 

Pay mem sent to: 

HMS CHATHAM, BFPO 253 



PRINTS ARE 16” X 20" 



What could be nicer .... 

FLOWERS FROM 

CORNWALL 

FOR CHRISTMAS AND ALL OTHER OCCASIONS 
INCLUDING MOTHERS DAY - EASTER 
* ANNIVERSARIES * BIRTHDAYS ETC 
Despatched by 1st Class Mail in an attractive gift 
box with your own message (up to 12 words) 
INCLUSIVE PRICES 

16 FLOWERS £7,00 30 FLOWERS £9-95 
For other prices & quanta tit ies - please phone 
Visa/Access accepted (please stale expiry date) 

Cheques/P.O.’s payable to Ennis Farm Flowers. 

Telephone Orders : 01736 754003 
or hy post la “Flowers from Cornwall,” P.O. Box 16, 

St Ives, Cornwall, TR26 2BR 


Nautical Christmas Cards 



Seasons Greetings 

(A.) £2.40 for 5 


Full colour quality 
Christmas card 

size A. aprox: lOcm X 15cm 
size B. aprox: 11 cm X 14cm 

From 

The Nautical Club 
Bishapsgate Street 
Birmingham 
BIS 1ET. 

Prices incl PSP 
Cheques/POs to: 

The Nautical Club. 



-When ya goin T back" 

(B.) £2.90 for 5 


!%ejjimentaC Cfocfe 

The ideal memento or present 

Royal Navy Crown. Submariner Dolphins, 
Royal Marines. Army Regiments. Royal Air force, 

A Badge set in a mahogany frame. With a quartz 
dock, wall or free standing Made to order only 
From £29,95, each plus p&p £2,95. 
Personalised with an engraved brass plate fitted 
extra. Please state Badge required and send a 
cheque, with your name and address to: 

L.A, BLQWES, Dept.NN. P.O, BOX 6625, 
LONDON E7 8RR. 

Please allow 2B days for us to process your order. 

Royal Navy Crown dock pictured m a 5x7 {13x1 Bern} frame. 

The clock design is ® Copyright of LA Biowes The badge is 35 Crown Copyright/MQD 
Reproduced with the Permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office 



casier for us T companies such 
as WH Smith have decided to 
make Christmas brighter and 
more colourful, by introducing 
a new range of decorations in 
this years new colours - blue 
and silver along with the tradi¬ 
tional red and gold. 

A spokeswoman for WH 
Smith told us that "although we 
have introduced a completely 
new look for Christmas, we 
have not forgotten that good 
value is a vital ingredient. 
While many of our range of 
products have expensive-look¬ 
ing details such as embossed 
cards, everyone will be really 
impressed by the way wc have 
kept prices down." 


AN IDEAL XMAS GIFT 

YOUR SHIP OR YOURSELF 

painted by 

HOWARD MALE, BA. 

(Fine Art and Painting) 
Reasonable Rates - Full Details from 
143, Ikill monn Lane. Heme I I it I 
London SE24‘>JY 


WREN 


e\v Commission 
Cold Cast Bronze Figure 


Statue 12" High * Solid Wood Base 
2 ?" x l 2 " engraving area Cap'Lillie TIMS Raleigh' 
Female Rating, Wearing No, IA Dress 
(the new style Square Rig ) 


Price Inclusive £55,00 


PLEASE CONTACT 

Promt Am Internal kmnl. I'nU 37, Northwkk fosinra tYnirt, 
Bladtkj.Miiirlun, in Mint («kn, ULK VRF 

Tel 01386 700050 



3 DIMENSIONAL BADGES 

Hand Crafted and Painted 



£18.95 inc. UK postage 

Choose from either 

Shield mounting (5"x4") Framed (SIZES') 

NEW CRAFT 

(ForrrwFty K&T Crafts) 

TaEaivVlnt, Conquest Drove, 

Fared Fen, Peterborough, 
Phone/Fax: 01733 f 




FRAME YOUR OWN 


-:»t" MEDALS.... 




in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds. Easy 
quick assembly. 5 sizes available. Viewing widths 
are:(see picturre) 55mm - 105mm - 155mm - 205mm - 
240mm at a cost of El 3.95 - £17.50 - El6.50 - £20.00 
and £21.50 respectively. Measure across your medals 
and order the size to suit. Prices include p&p and BFPO add £1 for 
overseas postage, cheques or postal orders to : M.F.K., 5 St Chads 
Crescent, Middle Herrington, Sunderland, SR3 3TR Tel/Fax: 0191 520 1003 


Joys Roses 
<£ Jlowers 

fresh flowers sent daily 

14K etnef /Northern Ireland 


Telephone Hotline 01431 4 €703 


£17,50-30 Blooms 
fled Boses/Pink Carst 
Freesias mixed 


12 Roses 
24 Roses 
12 Carnations 
4V Freesta 
Bouquet 
Bouquet 
Bouquet 
Bouquet 



£22,50 ■ 50 Blooms 
Red/Yellow Ruses/ 

Spray Cars-Yeilow/ 

Cars mixed / Freesias mixed 

Red/Pink (large) 

Red/PmldYelluw/Gold (large) 

Red/Pink/Mixed 
Mixed with Fern 

Carnations , Freesias, Fern 30 Flowers 
Roses Caarnations , Freesias, Ferns - 30 Blooms 
Spray Carnations, Freesias , Fern - 20 Blooms 
Roses , Spray Carnations, Freesias, Ferns - 50 Blooms 


Please use this as an order form 
* Order Christmas Bouquets Early * 



( Cute range of XuddNes 1 available - send for list 

NB: Peak Period - Flowers may be 
used from other sources 
Flamingo, Bas Capelles, St Sampson 
Guernsey, CJ. GY2 4WB 
Tel: 01401 46708 Fax: 01481 43406 
Visa/Access/Amex Accepted 

(Please Incl, exp. date) Cheques/PO s payable Joys Roses' 





FIGURINES. WALL PLAQUES. 
MILITARY BOOKS, 

FtM MUSIC& VIDEQ5, 
CLOTHING 

A wkfe range 
of gifts to groce 

any home - 
exclusively from 


The Royal 
Marines Museum, 
Southsea, Hampshire, 

Full Mail Order Service 


IWONE FQRIOJR FREE CATALOGUE 0170S AIW8S 
Chnscmas accepted until Dec. I9ih. 


CHURCHILL'S PIRATES 

THE ROYAL NA VAL FA TROL SER VICE 

VETERAN'S STORIES 
£5.15 plus 50p p&p . 
also 


MORE TALES FROM 
CHURCHILL'S PIRATES 


£4.50 phis 50p p&p 

C.W + 0. To 
Hosjh Kem Books 
162 Boxsrdl Rdd3 
RocksTfR, Kmr ME] 3B0 



New Releases on Special Offer: 
ACTION STATIONS 
1 By Frank Gardner , who joined the 
Royal Navy in March 1939* age 15* 
Leaving HMS SL Vincent he served 
in HMS Kashmir. In March 1941 the 
Flotilla was operating in the Med. 
The Kashmir was sunk off Crete, 
The author joined HMS Jervis and 
records his service during the grim 
naval war. Leading Seaman Gardner 
left Jervis in Nov 1943 and saw action 
with Combined Ops on *D Day 1 at 
UTAH Beach. A narrative that lives 
up to its tide - ACTION STATIONS, 
the well illustrated Memoirs of a 
Srrmll Ship Sailor. Price £10.95 plus 

£1 p&p 

On Special Offer £9.95 inc p&p. 

BJ & M Promotions Dept. N2 
PO Box 966 Swindon 
Wilts SN4 7TN 
Tel/Fax 01793 6417% 

New authors invited to mbmis 



NAVY 

VIDEOS 


Presenting Four Titles 

originally published in 1987 ■ 

Now re-issued at the superb price 
of just £9.95 plus £1.25 p+p each. 


RN2 - The Birth and Life of a Frigate. We are in the age of the 

Leander frigates. In “Naval Shipbuilding” (1973) we see the main stages in 
the evolution of a warship research and development, ship building, trials, 
acceptance and commissioning. “Portland Ahead’ (1975) follows on with 
actual sea training - (53 mins). 

RN3 - Life with the Marines. The varied and active life of the Royal 
Marines is depicted in “The Royal Marines” (1983), a general briefing film 
which outlines the operational roles, organisation, activities and training of 
the Royal Marines. “Arctic Patrol" (1973) tells how a Royal Marine patrol 
prepares, attacks an enemy patrol dump and returns to base - (60 mins). 

RN4 - Out Of the Air. " Aircraft Controller” (1976) depicts training and 
duties of ship board aircraft controllers. “Hover Navy" (1978) explains the 
development of the hovercraft and their use in the Royal Navy of the 70s. 
"Aircraft Salvage - Location and Recovery” (1979) shows the recovery of a 
helicopter lost at sea in depths beyond normal diving limits ■ (59 mins). 

RN5 - Tugwork. Filmed in colour in 1976/7 we feature a wide variety of 
tug work and tugs, including the Royal Navy’s paddle tugs. Films are: “Pitot 
Embarked” (34 mins) shows the relationship between Pilot, and the Captain 
of the ship. “Tugwork" (53 mins) shows all classes of naval base harbour 
tugs, methods of working and the necessity for good communications, 
organisation, preparation and execution of various types of sea towing 
operations. “Salvage - The Reward” (15 mins), a documentary of the salvage 
of HMS Reward which sank in thick fog in the River Forth. 

Send for Catalogue of all official RN archive videos - 
Cheques/PO payable to ‘FAME’. Send to: 




FAME - PO Box 608, Hailsham, Sussex BN27 3UN 
24 hour Credit Card hotline 

01323 849186 
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Properfv & Miscellaneous 



SAILING 

We successfully LET and MANAGE 
properties throughout the South with our 
caring but professional service. Ring today 
for friendly competent advice on all aspects 
of Letting. Telephone Fareham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 76G094 
Woolston (01703) 445899 


Parkinson Fkirlie Robertson 




(G 


PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 


A full and comprehensive 
service which includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Tracey Macenz>e - Michael Talmond! 
TEL 01705 661550 / FAX: 01705 B18081 
263, Fawcefl Rd, Southsea, Hanls 


.TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTj 


Warren & Scm [Property) Ltd. M 
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— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS' 

From own original paintings 


Ij U: COMFl.m-E MANAGEMENT SERVICE 

After many years experience providing 
a profession»l ;md caring managenienl 
Venice i«j Clergy owning properties 
in the Soil I h West, we are pleased to 
niter the same to Service personnel 
owning or seeking qualify properties. 
As a family business we offer a friendly 
personal service covering all aspects 
of properly management, 
liir delink cunCatf Hev E-A- Warren VtHH 
Elf (i 1} Warren 

mt>lh 770217 iTcl & Fax) 



metmmd*. 


Over 400 available 

Prim la mi rated wHh canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size Blew for £35pkt$P&P 
For list please send SAE to: 

SEART 5, THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS POtZ 3TO 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A ChilweH Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Wire Blazer Badges-aii ships .. — £10 00 

Framed Wire Badges (5x5)1...... £12.00 

WWfl Gaunheis.. £19.00 

While Cation Gloves Pair,., £ 3.50 

Navy /Black Berets &fa-6 ... . .....£ 7.00 

Any Association Wire Beret Badge . .£ 4.50 

R.N& Naval Division Ties . ...£ 8.55 

Black Chfhon Ties.. £ 4,50 

RN Buttons: Large £1.60, Smalt £ 1.50 

tmbmdswd Gmms 

Winter Blousons, Biack/Navy 

RNA/RM/FAA/FAA Assn ... £20.00 

Navy blue V-neck Jumpers ■ 

RNA/RH/FAA/FAA Assn . £12.00 

White Pilot Shirts- 

RNA RM/RNPSAjFAAjFAA Assn ..,. ftL75 

Sweafo/urts Navy, Grey , FAA/FAA Assn .. £14,50 
Screen Printed Swealshirls-ane offs. 

ail badges . £U,S0 

Bosuns celt A Chain ... £12.00 

Extinct shipping line badges 

{made to order/. ...£ 17.00 


lap Badges .£11.00 

Gold Sword Knot .C23-OQ 

Leal her Sword Bells......... ...£70.00 

Sward Bags....£30.00 


V pt 

11,Daiehead Drive.Sbaw.Oldham.lanes.QL28TJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846640 
E-malf - robrOY@nlneone.net 


Classifieds 

01705 724226 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaries 
£1.51) for list Caimcross (Dep, NN), 
31, Belle Vue Si., Filey, N Yorks 
YQ14 9HU, 

LOST TOUCH with friends or 
colleagues from your service days? 
We are dedicated to helping you get 
back in touch. Forces Connect 
Association, 57 Norwich Close, 
Lichfield, Staffs.WS13 7SI ( SAE ). 

NAVY NEWS CALENDAR - don't 

forget to order your 1998 calendar 
soon, sec details on page 12. 


Executive 

Homes 

Let and manage quality 
houses and flats in and 
around Portsmouth 

Contact us for details 

01705 585577 

Web Site: 

http://www.Gxocutive-homes.com 


MI NIATURE MEDA LS 

Minimnr* and fuN-si/cd medufc. Supplied 
:incl moilnltd in ordinurv and court-style. 
it Wire bla/cr badges * Mess kil badge* 
A Display rave*, medal ribbon, mourning 
burs, ribbon bars, etc. 


Scud for cumprrbcnsivi' rmalogue lo the 
Medal Specialists i2fep stamp appreciated t. 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 

.11) COVENTRY ROAD, 
BURBAGE 

LEICESTERSHIRE LEIO 2HP 
Telephone: 101455) 239262 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHiPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

Services and custom-made for Clubs, 
Bands. Choim, etc. 

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge 
End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


PhotoGraph To - 

- Oil Painting 


Capture your Naval Career in Oils 
A photograph of yourself in uniform 
or your ship can be transformed into 
a beautiful oil painlibg. 
Perfect Gift for a loved one. 

Full Details: 15A. Wallis cote Grove 
Road. Westo n-S u per- Mare 
Somerset, BS23 4UI. 

Quote NN for lOfc Discount, 


*■ Mechanical 
* Electrical 


AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

★ Bodywork 

* Servicing 

for all types of cars 

Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 
MOTs arranged 
Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 


APEX CARS, Tups in airport 
connections. Ready to take you 
anywhere, anytime, in clean. 
Comfortable Cars. Long distance 
specialists at low costs. Airport from 
£16, Tel 01705 615061 


HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 



6in x 7'fc 

Cl 8,99* inc UK postage 
4 add £1.45 for optional motto/title scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EF 
Tel/Fax: 01482 213398 
Please send SAE for Brochure 


SING 'EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

("IN THE NAVAL SPUUT\ u ROUND THE BUOY”“SALL Y FREE AND EASY”) 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

“FULL OF KIEL AND IRONIC HUMOUR, NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS"-'Navy News\ 

Price tine, p.&p.): £7.54) curb cassette (I’K/BFPO only. Elsewhere £8.5(1. per cassette) 

(All overseas: payments in Sterling by [MO or cheque drawn on a British hank, please) 
Orders and enquiries to NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Mean worn! Road, IJlEDS. I.S* 4 AW. 


ZiJentworth 

the Ffawterm 


FORMERLY C OR1VO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 




I' U. 


[Hi Tankard Hou$o r 25 Lead mitt Road, Sheffield Si 3JA 
lx? Tel: 0114 272 5676 4 0114 2754168 Fas 0114 272 6651 



T/ie Gift S/iop 

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE .. £7.50 

BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper with chain-- only £ 6-50 

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, While Ensign, RM T ......... pair E 7,50 

REAL MARCASITE Navy Crown Brooch El 5.80.,. Sub-Mariners gilt brooch_£9.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy T Union Jack ...._..ea E 2.95 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, and many others,... _..........E 1.70 

TIES: RNA, flNR, RM. MM.™.£8,50. FAA, Submarines and Others....„£10.50 

Prices include PS P. Cheques payable lo 'Central A eels BRNC. Send SAE lor more detailed list. 
mm: THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQ6 0HJ. -w— 

TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01B03 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) *mmm 


Monsieur tPfiilippe of tParis & London Ltd 

Manufacturers of Boys and Mans Special Occasion Wear 

Boys Sailor suits from Vhyrs to I0yrs price from £25.00 to £l(KMH) plus. 0.50 
P&P,, including. Midshipman suit with Ihrec cornered hat and 
Captains Tailored Uniform including Captains Hui- 

Also available for Pageboys, Speciality suits* Waistcoat suits, and suits I3t.it coordinate 
with Bridesmaids, Formal Tailored suits from I V?yrs to 62" chest, Wing collar shirts 
and all accessories. In your own material we can make Waistcoats & Neckwear etc. 
Price example Mens Waistcoals made to measure £55.0(1 plus VAT. 

Telephone 0181 874 2820 Fax 0181 874 0671 

ENAMEL BADGES 

Tie Slides, Cuff Links, 

Stick Pins, Etc. 

Made to order at 
competitive 
prices. 

Min. Order 
100 units 


DESIGN 

Z>/: 01482-5X1676 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted bn wooden base 6in x 7in 

£22.80 + £1.40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


GREENBURGH’S 

[THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£22.95 + £1.30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 


WIRE OR SKJCANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEN OR FULL SIZE [STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES, BLAZER BUTTONS 
Send SAE tar quotes and price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL: (01273) 416138 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES n 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 




tax free for export 
or tax paid return to Britain 

SCE 

UK MAZDA HOTLINE 

01367 241225 

or write; SCE Ltd PO Box 177 Faringdon Oxon SN7 7EW 


EMBROIDERED 

BADGES 

Ships crests t 6 " 8" 12* 
Embroidered Ties. Cummerbunds 
and Cap Tallies, Printed 
T-shirts - made to order 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Gwinear. Hayle, 
Cornwall TR27 5HA 
Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE k. MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRfTEOR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 0171-930 1*79 

PAX 0171*930 ill! 


Veterans MEDALS 
Available! 


Lost Your 
MEDALS? 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more , alt from one supplier 

Mo artwork or setting up costs on majority ol go«l9 
High quality, competitive- puces, prompi'delivery. 

BFPO tax-free service 
Send for our new price list: 

Reynold Sports 

51/5-2, High Street, Unco In, LN5 SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


We can replace 
them NOW! 
Full Size & Mins 
Mount For Wearing 

Ribbons <£ Cap Badges 


for ex-military & civilian 
services; 

MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 
GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL 
SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 
BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL 

SAE for Brochure/Application Forms/Replacement List 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

{Dept NN). NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PLS 1DH 
Telephone 01752 S72672 Fa* 01752 872723 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-twill 
waterline presentation model of your 
ship, perhaps Iona gone but never 
forgotten. Any H.M. vessel or R.F.A. 
from 1920 onwards, in various sizes. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion of the 
Royal Institution of Naval Architects 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,^ 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

\2 , Avenue Industrial Estate. 
Justin Road. London. E4 85U 
Telephone OIBt-523 3283 
Fan OtBI-531 7298 




T 

[*** PRINTED 

1 brochure EMBROIDERED 


0800 435 463 


Couchebebe 
PO Box 5 SVUANMORE 
SOUTHAMPTON S0322UW 


TO ADVERTISE 

01705 724226 / 725062 


DE-MAINE ATTRACTION 


For high quality lingerie this Christmas 
and lo make your partner the main 
attract ion call our 24hr brochure line on 
Tel 01423 520973 
or Fax on 91423 547839 
or write lo: 

De-Maine Attraction, FREEPOST, 
NEA3162, Harrogate HG3 2BR 



CAP TAGGIES 
AAT SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 

For comprehensive list please send SAE 

SHIPS BADGES 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
), HEED COL'FT, LOWWELL Gl£EN r SAlSTQi. 
TEL/FAX.- 01179 327967 
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Scotland’s Nelson’ is honoured by his home city of Dundee 



• Read alt about it 


# On parade - 
the Band of HM 
Royal Marines 
Scotland march 
through Dundee 
to mark the 
bicentenary of 
Duncan's victo¬ 
ry at the Battle 
of Camperdown. 

Pictures: LA(PHOT) 
Nathan Dua , FOSNNl 


Local 


hero 


DUNDEE has honoured an 
eclipsed hero of the Napoleonic 
wars on the anniversary of his 
greatest triumph. 

Admiral Lord Viscount Duncan, 
who was born in Dundee, smashed 
the Dutch fleet at Camperdown in 
1797 with tactics which were more 
famously used again at Trafalgar, 
eight years later. 

Dundee joined with the Royal 
Navy and Royal Netherlands Navy 
to commemorate the 2lH)th 
anniversary of Duncan's finest 
hour, and to remember those 
killed in action off the Dutch coast. 

Frigates HMS Montrose and 
HNEMS Jacob van Heemskerek 
berthed at a city wharf, and were 
open to the public during the 
three-day celebration. 

A new bronze statue of Duncan, 
by Fife sculptress Janet 
Wedderburn Scrymgeour, was 
unveiled by the Earl of Dundee. 


This was followed by an act of 
remembrance at which wreaths 
were laid. A more formal com¬ 
memorative church service was 
held the following day. 

Both ships’ companies joined a 
parade through the city, led by the 
Band of HM Royal Marines, 
Scotland, along with 45 
Commando RM from Arbroath, 
reservists from HMS Scotia in 
Rosy 111, the Massed Pipe Band, 
including the Royal Irish Rangers, 
ex’Service associations, a Sea 
Cadet band and youth groups. 

The city's McManus Gallery is 
staging a Camperdown exhibition. 
Glorious Victory t until March, 

■ The city of Sunderland has also 
recalled a local Camperdown hero 
- in the heat of battle Jack 
Crawford climbed up to nail 
Admiral Duncan's colours to the 
damaged mast of the flagship, 
bravery which is recounted in an 
exhibition at Sunderland Museum, 


• Solemn note - OM(C) Graham Howe acts as wreath-bearer for 
Commodore Edward Robberegt, representing the Netherlands 
Navy (above). 

• Early arrival — HMS Montrose is silhouetted against the morn* 
ing sky as she approaches her berth at Dundee (left). 


• Flag officer - the statue of Admiral Duncan is unveiled by the 
Earl of Dundee (left), watched bv Flag Officer Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern Ireland\ Hear Admiral Mike Gregory. 








/ 




™ mat changed histon 


w Riley t 

Nyboer of HMNLS Jacob van Heemskerck brush up on history. 
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4 TOP PRICE 

TICKETS TO BE 
WON 


/Y NEWS, NOVEMBER 1997 


WOULD YOU BE - AN ACTOR? 


And the lucky winner 
is - Victoria Jones! 

Victoria Jones chose the win¬ 
ning name for Captain Plank’s 
Club and received her prize of 
a Sony Discman in Portsmouth. 
After meeting the Navy News 
gang, Victoria was treated to a 
tour around the famous HMS 
Victory - and Victoria’s winning 
name - THE GANG PLANK CLUB! 




A BASEBALL CAP FOR EACH OF THE FIRST 10 RUNNERS UP. 


Disney's Beauty and the Beast has fast become Londons smash hit musical receiving 
rave reviews and standing ovations from both critics and audiences alike. 
w This spectacular, full length production has been adapted from the 
^ Academy Award winning animated feature fitm combining the success 


power. You need tremendous con¬ 
centration to do your job. 

Do you need any qualifications? 
Only the desire to act. 

Did you ever get into trouble at 
school? 


Yes, frequently! One time I was 
banned from the rugby team for six 
months for hitting someone. 

If you hadn’t done this job what 
would you have done? 

I d have worked in public relations. 
What different kinds of music do 
you like to listen to the most? 
All kinds of Techno, I especially 
like Celine Dion. 


What’s your tavourite colour? 

Royal Blue, 

What’s your favourite item of clothing? 

My jeans. 


HERE at Captain Plank s 
Club we are all Disney 
fans. 


We were really excited when 
Alasdair Harvey, one of the 
leading stars of the new musi¬ 
cal Beauty and The Beast' said 
he’d come and talk to us. 


Alasdair plays the part of the big 
ugly Beast who is really a handsome 
young Prince trapped in a spell by an 
evil enchantress. Were sure you 
know the rest! 

Alasdair is one of a huge company 
of 40 actors, singers and dancers 
who appear in the musical. We asked 
Alasdair our usual Captain Plank 
questions about his work. 

What does your job involve? 

You need a huge amount of mental and physical will 


^SHIVER ME timbers shipmates. This 

’ere is your Captain calling “All hands 
on deck and all pens on paper!” 

Tis the season to be jolly and the Gang 
Plank Club needs cheering up. We d love 
to hear from you so why not send us all 
your Christmas jokes and whacky ideas 
for pressies - not socks! 

Now then me hearties, here’s news of me 
next voyage. I’ll be sailing up to chilly old 
Lapland very shortly to see me old ship¬ 
mate Santa. Why not send me your 
Christmas letters and let me pass ’em on? 


There’s no time to waste shipmates, so 
get to it ’afore you miss the boat. Send all 
your jokes, letters and ideas to me, 
Captain Plank at Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Happy reading me 
hearties! 


of the landmark Disney movie with ati the enchanting magic of live 


r 


theatre. A huge company of 40 actors, singers and dancers, 
dazzling special effects and an amazing array of gigantic sets 
and Tony • winning costumes ati combine to create an 
unmissable theatrical event. 


Eyes on the skfes.-.helifacts 


? % 
V fy 


Disney's Beauty and the Beast is the story of Belie, a 
^ beautiful young woman and the Beast, who is really 
a young prince trapped in a speii by an evil enchantress, 
tf the Beast can team to love, and be loved, the curse wiil 
end and he wilt be transformed to his former seif. But time 
is running out ... and who could ever team to tove a Beast. 


Here's your chance to, see the show I RIilif! 

Enter our competition to win 4 top price tickets hy answering the simple question he low 

a) Barry ■ b) Belle ■ c) Barbara | 

Tick only one of the boxes. Then write your name, age and address in the space provided 
and send your completed entry to:- 

The Gang Plank Club* 

Navy News, HMS NELSON, Portsmouth POI 3HH. 


Name:. 

Address: 


Entries must be in by December 12th 1997 . Winners will be notified no later than 
December 19th 1997. Employees or Relatives of Navy News staff are ineligible to enter 


CAPTAIN PLANK and all the gang here at Navy 
News are very excited about the Royal Navy's 
new multi-mission helicopter. It’s called Merlin 
and we think you’ll agree it’s a bit of a wizard. 

!n just a few months time Navy News will be fea¬ 
turing Merlin in a very special drawing, but until then 
here are some amazing 'heir facts for you. 

Did you know that.... 

□ Leonardo Da Vinci (the very famous Italian artist 
and scientist) designed and drew a picture of the 
first helicopter about 500 years ago... but he didn’t 
build it! 

J In 1907, a Frenchman called Paul Cornu became 
the first person to fly in a helicopter He stayed in the 
air for 20 seconds and flew just one metre. 

J Igor Sikorsky, a Russian-American built the first 
VS-300 in 1939. It was very important because it 
was the first single-rotor helicopter and it set the 
style for machines to come. 

They are very popular because... 

□ They can tand and take off in very small places 
from the tops of mountains to landing pads on light¬ 
houses. 

J They can move up and down, backwards, for¬ 
wards and sideways and can hover in one place. 

J Big, powerful helicopters can be used as sky- 
cranes. The largest helicopter ever built was the 



• The Navy's new Merlin helicopter - don't 
miss our February issue when we are giving 
away a free colour cutaway! 


Russian Mil Mi 12 - it could lift the weight of nearly 
six elephants. 

They are really useful because..., 

_i They are excellent for search and rescue 

□ They are used in lots of different professions, 

□ They can transport business people between 
meetings in the fastest way. 

□ They can be used by the Navy for combat, 
surveillance and sea rescue. 

□ They can also be used in an environmental way 
by farmers who need to spray water on their crops of 
fires. More helicopter news next time... keep your 
eyes on the skies! 


This feature is sponsored by 

_ A- 


LOCKHEED MARTIN 
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Seriously scrummy - 
Chocolate Brownies! 


E ACTIVE CLUB... 


Mike Gray talks 
to Portsmouth 
Midfielder 
Sammy Igoe... 


SURFING WITH 
TECHNO CAT 

CAPTAIN PLANK 
and the Gang 
Plank Club 
have been 
having 
great fun 
surfing 
with our 
ships 
very own 
moggie - Techno Cat. 

The Internet is a real 
treasure chest 5 of informa¬ 
tion, historical facts, hap¬ 
pening events, fun and 
games. 

Techno Cat took us 
straight to her favourite 
Website which is the Royal 
Navy Home Page. It's full 
of amazing facts both old 
and new and there's loads 
of exciting things for you 
to find out. If you have 
access to the Internet 
search for the name Royal 
Navy or the address is 
http://www.roya!- 
navy.mod.uk/ We’re sure 
you’ll have lots of fun. 

Please write to us with 
any coo! pages that you've 
found on your travels. 
Have a great time surfing. 

Paws note: Before you 
go on the net always get 
permission from the per¬ 
son who pays the phone 
bill! 


Membership Application Form ] 

Pkasc enroll me as a member of Captain Plank’s new dub. I enclose a postal order/cheque (payable to Navy News) for £3.25. J 

Name ___ Address _ __ _ ! 

_ _ ___ _ ___ Postcode __ _ .'jjj 

Age _____ Birthdate ______ ! 

Special interests: Sport Q] Music Q Film/TV Q 

Friends Q Reading Q Other __ _ ____ } 

Do you have any brothers of sisters? Yes/No Names/Ages _ _ __ j 

Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? Parent | [Grandparent | [ Other __ | 

Send your completed form, together with postal order/chequc for £3.25, to: Captain Plank’s Club, | 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH. If you would like any further information before ] 
applying, call 01705 826040 or 01705 733558 


m A FAMILY TICKET TO SEE 

P0MPEY PLAY AND MEET 
THE TEAM AFTERWARDS 


ONE TICKET FOR 6-9 YRS CATEGORY, & ONE TICKET FOR 10-14 YRS CATEGORY 


3 RUNNER UP PRIZES OF OFFICIAL RFC MERCHANDISE 
& COPIES OF THE CENTENARY BOOK 


RUNNER UP PRIZES NOT NECESSARILY THOSE ILLUSTRATED. CENTENARY BOOK PUBLISHED AUGUST 1998 


Just Complete The 
Following Phrase: 
"Pompey Are The 
Greatest 
Because...." 
in not more than 
20 words. 

The most original 
entry from each 
age group will win 
a family ticket to 
see Pompey play a 
game of their 
choice at 
Portsmouth, 
(excluding Cup 
matches) 


RULES: 

THE JUDGE'S DECISION IS FINAL NO 
CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE ENTERED 
INTO. 

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE SUBMITTED ON 
A PLAIN SHEET OF PAPER WITH THE 
ENTRANT'S NAME, AGE AND ADDRESS 
IN BLOCK CAPITALS. 

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
12TH DECEMBER 1997. 

WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY POST 
BY30TH DECEMBER 1997. 

LIST OF WINNERS CAN BE OBTAINED 


FROM NAVY NEWS. 

ENTRIES WILL NOT BE RETURNED. 
PROOF OF POSTING IS NOT PROOF OF 
ENTRY YOU MUST CUT OUT THIS 
ADVERT AND INCLUDE IT WITH YOUR 
ENTRY PHOTOCOPIES NO 
ONE ENTRY PER COUPON. 

EMPLOYEES AND RELATIVES OF NAVY 
NEWS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO ENTER. 
PLEASE SEND YOUR ENTRIES TO: 

THE GANG PLANK CLUB 
NAVY NEWS, HMS NEISON 
PORTSMOUTH POl 3HH 


Options 

LLl 

SAMMY Igoe is supersti¬ 
tious ™ but then he has had 
his fair share of good luck. 

The 22-year-old midfielder with 
First Division Portsmouth Football 
Ciub already enjoys some of the 
rewards of a rising star - his latest 
car is a shiny new BMW convert¬ 
ible, for example — but it was not all 
as simple as a two-yard tap-in. 

Sammy grew up in the London 
area before the Pompey School of 
Excellence heard about him at a 
tournament in Belgium. 

El even-year-old Sammy had 
barely arrived at Fratton Park when 
Pompey manager Alan Ball left, 
and Sammy returned home almost 
unnoticed. 

But Sammy’s father rang the 
club and Sammy grabbed his sec¬ 
ond chance. 

At 14 he was an Associate 
Schoolboy - and the thought of 
turning pro was getting in the way 
of studies. 

“1 suppose my school work suf¬ 
fered a little bit, but 1 was always 
looking forward to the football. 1 
wasn't the best-behaved at school," 
said Sammy. 

“I don't regret it now, but if at 
the end of my apprenticeship I 


hadn’t turned pro I probably would 
have regretted it.” 

At 16 he became an apprentice, 
the young player’s ticket to the big 
time, and was soon turning out for 
the youth team, then the reserves. 

Then it started to go pear- 
shaped. 

“i was left out of the team, and 
didn't see eye to eye with manager 
Jim Smith. I thought: "That's it - 
Fm finished’.” 

But while playing a five-a-side 
tournament in Brazil, another 
change of management brought in 
Terry Fenwick, and Sammy was 
back on the right track. 

Routine 

Sammy’s life as a professional is 
routine. 

Training starts at 10.30am, and 
varies day to day - Mondays are 
lighter, Tuesdays have hard run¬ 
ning, and on Thursdays and 


• Pompey midfielder Sammy igoe (right) in action at Fratton Park 


FIRST, set your oven to 1800 
(350F) or gas mark 4. 

Using a small amount of butter, 
grease a shallow oblong tin 
18x28cm (7x11 inches) 

Next, break the choco¬ 
late up into smallish pieces 
into a bowl, then add the 
butter. 

Fit the bowl over a 
saucepan of gently sim¬ 
mering water. When 
the butter and choco¬ 
late have melted, carefully 
take the bowl off the heat 
and stir in all the other ingre¬ 
dients. When it r s nicely 
mixed spread it into the bak¬ 
ing tin, then put in the oven 
and bake for 30 minutes. 

Let the mixture cool in 
tin for ten minutes - don’t 
worry if it sinks a little. 


Gut the brownies into squares 
and let them cool down on a wire 
rack. If there happens 
to be any left over, 
store them in an air¬ 
tight tin! 

Remember to be 
careful and never cook 
without an adult being pre¬ 
sent. 

INGREDIENTS 

110g (4oz) of butter 
11 Og ( 4 o 2 ) of plain chocolate 
75g (3oz) of soft dark brown 
sugar 

2 beaten eggs 
110g (4oz) plain flour 
Half a teaspoon of baking 
powder 

1 tablespoon of golden syrup 
75g (3oz) of chopped walnuts 
5Gg (2oz) of raisins 
A pinch of salt 




Fridays the squad goes through set- 
pieces and tactics for Saturday's 
match. 

He reaches the ground around 
1.15 on Saturdays, changes into his 
kit, and then puts on his boots. 

“1 make sure that 1 have got my 
boots on right - I will do them up 
15 or 20 times to make sure they 
feel right - it wouldn’t be good to 
go out on to the pilch thinking hny 
boots fed too tight.’ 

“Fm superstitious - all foot¬ 
ballers are superstitious, 1 think. 
Fve got lucky boxer shorts, but if I 
have a bad game they are not lucky 
any more. And I like to be the last 
out of the dressing room.” 

The rest of Sammy's weekend 
depends on the match - if he plays 
well and Pompey win, all is well. If 
he has a had game or Pompey lose, 


everyone 

steers 

clear. 


“I enjoy my life - 
it’s something 
worthwhile to me, and it’s most 
kids’ dream to be a professional 
footballer.” he said. 

' But I haven’t made it yet. 

“Although Portsmouth arc a big 
dub, for me it would have to be to 
play in the Premiership, perhaps 
for a whole season - then is when I 
would say "Fve made if.” 


UldiZ 


Special Weekend Rates 

For Royal Navy or MOD staff in Portsmouth Hertz, the world’s 
largest car rental company is right on your doorstep with a branch 
just 100 metres from the east gate of the docks. 

Hertz is the nearest car rental company to the docks and all year 
round offers great prices for weekend car rentals specially for MOD 
personnel collecting a car from the Hertz branch in Portsmouth. 
Next time you’re on leave why not visit your family in a latest 
model Hertz car? 


Car Group 

Example Car Size 

Special MOD Weekend Price 


A 

Fiat Punto 

£54.00 


B 

Fiat Bravo 

£62,00 


C 

Ford Escort 

£66,00 


0 

Ford Mondeo 

£72.00 


F 

Ford Mondeo (Auto) 

£95.00 


1 

Fiat Tempra Estate 

£83.00 




Prices are for a weekend starting after noon on Friday and ending 
before 9am on the following Monday. They include unlimited mileage, 
collision damage waiver, theft protection, insurance and VAT, 

Hertz is the only truly global car rental company, It operates in a fleet 
of 500,000 vehicles from more than 5,000 locations in approximately 
140 countries. The company can make reservations for any of these 
countries through its dedicated UK reservations number: 

0990 906090. 


Call Hertz in Portsmouth on 01705 753820 




Hertz have offered 
Navy News readers the 
chance for one reader 
and their family to win 
a short break to 
Disneyland Paris 
using Hertz’ unique 
Le Swap Magique 
package which com¬ 
bines car hire, travel 
by Le Shuttle and 
entry to Disneyland 
Terms and Conditions... 

f. Hertz car rentals, including the prize, are subject to Hertz rrormat terms and conditions 
including that drivers must be aged over 25 and have held a current driving licence for at least 
1 year. 

2. The weekend car hire rates specified are subject to availability from the Hertz branch in 
Portsmoulh and apply to weekend rentals. Prices may be subject to change. Special rates for 
MOD personnel may be available from other locations and must be booked through Hertz’ 
central reservations number, 

3, Certain blackout periods may apply during which the short break prize to Disneyland Paris 
may not be taken. The Hertz renial car which lomns part ol the prize musi be collected and 
relumed to a Hertz branch participating in the Le Swap programme, The prize winner will be 

! liable for any personal tax liability which may arise as a result ol the prize. 


The prize includes three days Hertz car rental with a group 
C car including unlimited mileage, collision damage waiv¬ 
er, theft protection and tax as well as return Le Shuttle 
tickets, up to two nights accommodation in a room for 
four at a Disneyland Paris theme hotel and up to two days 
entry tickets to the park for up to four people. 

To win just send your answer to the fof lowing question to: 
Disneyland Paris Competition, Navy News, HMS NELSON, 
Portsmouth POl 3HH by November 12, 

Q. What name connects Disney’s latest animated film with a former BN 
aircraft carrier? 

Complete the tie breaker (not more than 25 words) 

The best reason to choose a Hertz weekend rental is:.... 


4, The competition winner will be notified in writing by 19th December 1997. 

No cash alternative is available and the prize is nol transferable The prize 

will be awarded to the entrant who, rn the judge's opinion, has answered the tie breaker in the 
most apt and original way. The judge's decision is final. 

5. The name and county of the prize winner will be made available after 19th December 1997 
to anyone writing to the promoter and enclosing a stamped addressed envelope, 

5. Proof of posting will nol be accepted as prool of delivery and responsibility will nol be 
accepted tor entries lost or delayed in the post. Damaged or illegible eniries will be disquali¬ 
fied. The promoter is: Hertz (UK) Ltd. Radnor House, 1272 London Rd, 

Norbuiy, London SW16 4XW. 

• Employees Of Navy News and their relatives are not eligible to enter. 
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H MS RALEIGH has received the 
Freedom of Torpoint - marking near¬ 
ly half a century of the close associ¬ 
ation between the Cornish town and Naval 
training. 

Commodore Hugh Rickard, Commanding 
Officer of the RN New Entry Training 
Establishment received the scroll and key from 
the Mayor of Torpoint, Cllr Mike Pearn, during a 


ceremony by the ferry, just in front of the police 
station. 

Raleigh was commissioned on 9 January 
1940 as a training establishment for men called 
up under the Military Training Act of 1938. New 
entries were then accepted direct from shore at 
the rate of 300 a week for a course lasting 11 
weeks. 

In 1944 US naval forces took over the entire 
camp as an embarkation centre for D-Day It 
was returned to the RN after three months and 
has continued to train new entries ever since. 

Demolition of the old wooden huts began in 
1972 when the foundation stone of the present 
modem complex was laid by Princess Anne. 

Today over 2,500 personnel pass through 
the various courses on offer - everything from 
firefighting to cookery - which increasingly 
cover a full spectrum of Naval training. Latest 
addition to the campus is the RN Submarine 
School, moved from HMS Dolphin at Gosport, 

For Torpoint and district, HMS Raleigh is a 
major source of employment. Many of the civil¬ 
ian staff live in the town and have devoted 
many years of loyal service. 

Raleigh allows members of the community to 
use its excellent sporting facilities and gives 
strong support to local charities. 



Clockwise from fop, left: 

• Princess Anne leys the 
foundation stone of the mod - 
ern HMS Raleigh in 1972. 

• Fixed bayonets - exercising 
the Freedom of Torpoint 

• Cllr Mike Pearn hands over 
the Key to the Freedom of 
Torpoint to Commodore Hugh 
Rickard, CO of HMS Raleigh. 

• A reminder of the old wood¬ 
en wartime huts, demolished 
in the 1970s. 



Price £6.00 UK ... £6.75 Surface Mail Abroad 




C 


don't paws for thought order your calendar today ! 


Please send your orders fot 




The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS NELSON, Portsmouth, 
Hants POI 3HH 


Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. 
For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque/International Money Order in £ sterling and drawn 
on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, 

UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 


Telephone: 01705 826040 
Fax: 01705 830149 


PLEASE ALLOW 28 
DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


Actual size:- length 37.6cm x width 28.5cm 


NAVY NEWS CALENDAR 1998 

Protecting the environment is what the Royal Navy is all about, 
as superbly portrayed in this years calendar. 
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Jaopal Jfleet Club 


Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4 
ulrfes i 


4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 552723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room enclose a SAE. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.NA members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very com- 
petit!ve prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Recep¬ 
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal 
facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 





ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 






Accommodation - Leisure Facilities * Bars and Restaurant 

All at attractive prices. n 

Private functions catered for by professionals 5 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family membership now available 

tors 1 Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P01 3HS 
TEL: 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 203490 

; CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN ! j| 


/TV^ 




ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Wavcrley Road, Southsea 
Hants POS 2PJ (0170$ 828325 

Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park o/i premises 
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome ip 
this borne from home in Southsea, Each 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
theme and has all the atmosphere of Ihc 
great Naval traditions of this area. There arc 
also cable TV's, private washing facilities, tea 
and coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. Special rates for winter months. 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 

TEL: 01705 875566 

Special nates for ail service penonnd and 
Family £2 2,5tip.p, in full ensuit* double or 
twin-bedded room. 
i*r 4 crown seafront hotel 
t4t Colour TV, te-W coffee facilities 
■*: Games rooms - full size snooker table 
* Ideally situated near alt I oca] attractkiits 
and lb nightlife. 


SANDRINGHAM 

HOTEL 

PORTSMOUTH 


Special rates for MOD Personnel 
from £20pp on B&R 

Seafront Hotel, 45 bedrooms all 
en-suite 

Close to shops, Dockyard, Naval Base 

Wedding receptions and Reunion 
Parties our speciality 
Osbourne Road, Souihsea, Hams, 
Tel: (0I705) 826069 


RAC 

★ ’A 


AA 

* A 


M O' 


SEA BREEZES 

28, Grand Parade, West Hoe T 
Plymouth. PL 1 30J r 

Where Jean & Red Lake offer a 
warm welcome in a relaxed 
atmosphere at our personally run 
elegant Victorian townhouse, 25 yds 
from seafront. En-suite, private 
shower or standard rooms all with 
CTV and Beverage Tray. 

From £15-£18 pp. per night 

Licenced: E.M&al available: Pets welcome. 


BSB AVAILABLE DURING THE 
CHRISTMAS PERIOD!!! 


Tel/Fax: 01752 667205. 




; in Rosyth 


77u’ Wmc 10 sfaV 


VWCO c’S*LOUNGE• ^ N Re^nablerate: 

?!5£2K— iiiiiiiiimnT 


2i 


Tel: 01383 419077 
Fax: 01383 411728 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


PORTSMOUTH 


COMMENDED EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


'OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS**HC Y TEA/COFFEE r CTV & SKY TV ALL 
ROQMS**EN5UfTE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS* UNRESTRICTED PARKING 
*11TH YEAR SAME OWNERS* 

SPECIAL RATES 1ST NOV * 31 ST MARCH 1998 £14.00 P.P.PN. 

INCL FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST (MIN BOOKING 2 DAYS) 

33, FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS, FQ4 PNG V 


“Away days in Plymouth* 

Smtfi friondty Guest House overlooking the 
Hoe end Set front, A good bod and 4 course 
breakfast, colour TK teaJcoffee tad tofrrt, c/ft. 


From : £26 Doubte, £14 Single* 


01752 660675 
Edgcumbe Guest House 
50, Pier St, West Hoe, Plymouth PU 387 


SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

62 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House. Weally 
sttuaied for ihe Naval 0ase/shopping 
centres/Continental Ferry Port/beaches 
etc.Own keys, no restrictions. colour T.V. in 
all rooms & C.H. Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 832440 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Grenade Road, Southsea 

Friendly famity njn r 2 mins, from saa and 
entertainments. Close to ferries. Naval 
base, shops, etc. Own keys. Satellite TV 
all rooms, no restrictions, B&B. Holiday or 
short stay. Ample private car parking 
Mr* Pat Qrun (01705* 731043 


LADY HAMILTON 
21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye aide alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B 
ir special rates naval personnel 4r 

Tel: 01705 870505 


%pdL(fariCen tfotef, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

freaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

Central fur >11 Southsea amenities and 
entertainment!;. Qua lily tn-suite 
bedrooms. Satellite TV's all room*, 
lea/coffet facilities, lounge, private Car 
park 

★ Attractive Bar ★ 

+ Delightful restaurant ★ 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
*Em P05 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


WEYMOUTH 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 Waterloo Place. Weymouth DT4 7PD 

Yards from beach, short walk to FtlMA 
Club. All rooms CTV, T/makirg, B&B 
evening meal. Reasonable rates. 
Warm welcome, 

Jean and James Barnett 

01305 785344 

Members of Weymouth RNA 


TO ADVERTISE 
01705 724226 s 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST. , . , £70 

WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS.£60 

NIGHTLY (Out of holiday season) ....£10 

■sit; £10 per person 
ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should Inform the management 
(01705-733581) 

S.A.E. please giving dates and number 
MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 


Charge 
per 
person 


3 IwEEKI 
J WEEKI 
| NIGHT 
lltepos 


AA PLYMOUTH HO€ RAC 
* Lochyw 51, PL 1 2QO * 
Tetephon*: (01752) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms * 5 Ground floor Nauti¬ 
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar Colour 
TV Radio Tea/Coffee/ Telephone 
ail rooms. Most en suite. Large 
car park. Navy News Readers 
10% Accommodation Discount. All 
Credit Cards accepted 

Brochure 8 or Booking contact: 

Lt Cdr Alan Jones RNR (flet'd) 

m A 'Person# Service ComfortMe Motor 


wsml 

Osmond (juest ‘Mouse 

42 Pie r Street, West $£oe 

(.pjiau,) m- 01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £13,00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV, Tea/Coffee making. 

Some En-suite. Parking. / # 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

A small, friendly, family run Guest House 
offering B&B (overnight or weekly rules). 
Close to Naval hase, station, shops and 
nightlife. Colour TV, tca/cuflte 
facilities in all rooms. Some rooms 
en-sutEe. Own keys, limited parking. 

Paddy and John (joe) LrskJne 
Tel / Fax PortSHiomh (01705) 823924 


AUSTIN HOTEL 


3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 

Licensed 

Welcomes the Roy a! Navy 
All rooms bright and modem 

Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


PLYMOUTH 


M0UNTBATTEN 

J Crown Commended 
Tel: 01752 563X43 Fax: 01752 606014 
Royal Fleet Club Naval Base 
within walking distance. 

* All Rooms CTV, TeafCoffee 
<fr Phones. Mainly Fn Suite. 

* Free Parking * Bar 
* ( redd Card* Accepted 
52 , Runouth Road. Stake, Plymouth, PL I 4QH 


Canterbury Beu\ 
Guest House 


The Dorcliffe 

Licensed Guest House 
42 Waveriey Road. Souihsea, POS 2PP 

Comfortable, friendly. Licensed Guest 
House Ideally situated, BB £ EM varied 
menu. All rooms colour TV, tea/coffee 
facilities. En-syilea available. Dogs 
welcome. Special: weekly rales. 

Tel: El lie 01705 828283 


(T Cai 

2^ St Simons Road, 
Southsea, Portsmouth 

Modem, Comfortable En-Suite 
accomodalion. AJI rooms have 
Satellite TV, Tea/Coffee making 
fad lilies & are centrally hoated. 
Privale car parking. Studio Flats are 
available for selTcatcring. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 

Phone/Fax Calrioua Randall on 
^ ( 01705)351277 > 


PLYMOUTH 

HOEGATE HOUSE 


Situated th» Hoe A ana, doae 

walking distant* to city centre, baa, atatton. 
Rooms of high standard with thvwera, colour 
TV, H4C, tea/ coffee facilities, DC 
CH. PJ1P.N standard doutts « £15 ihowf 
SAE for Brochure. Tel: 01752 661033 


Hoegate Slreet, The Hoe, 
Plymouth. PL1 0JB 


GOSPORT Seafarer Guest House 

9 Bury Road, Gosport, TeL 01705 522883 

k Families rooms/En-suite availsble'A- Colour TV all rooms 
★ Tea and coffee facilities all rooms 

* Close to Sultan, Dolphin and Haslar 

★ Ample car-parking ir ETB 2 Crowns 


Special Events 
& Holidays Abroad 


FLORIDA, LUXURIOUSLY appointed villa on exclusive 
residential estate, private heated pool, sleeps 6/8, 5 mins 

Disney. 01743 343725 


Haddington House ~ Plymouth 

Elegant Victorian G/F Holiday Flat, S/C with off road parking. 
Close to Dockyard/Torpoinl/Cily Centre. 

Up to 4 persons from £89 per week 

Contact: Adrian Budd (serving HMS Beaver) 

Flat 2, 4U Haddington Road, Stoke, Plymouth. PL2 IRR. 


Telephone ~ 01752 767730 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly 
family run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge , TV, 
Radio, TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central 
Heating ail rooms . From £13pp. 
THE FIRS 13, Pier Sheet. Weal Hoe, 
TEL: 01752 262B70 


ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl. VAT) 


DISPLAY 

Full Page .£2,010 

Half Page.£1,110 

Quarter Page . £625 

S.c.c .£12.50 


CLASSIFIED 

Lineage .. 80p per word 

- TYade minimum .. 30wds + 

For Sale, Minimum.. lOwds. 

Pen friends see page 37 
Box number..... £2.75 


Discounts, Colour Rates, 
Technical Details available on request. 
Tel: 01705 724226 For a full media pack 



"Aggies" Helensburgh 

Your chance to 
take the pressure 
out of service life 
for a few days 

"Aggies Helensburgh is designed with 
naval personnel in mind and is as well 
equipped as any small hotel with three 
family and nine double rooms: eleven 
single rooms: restaurant: kitchen; 
dining room; gym; sauna; games room; 
ladies hairdressing sabn; laundry room; 

a meeting room and a chapel. 

Call now on 01436 671880, to book 
some time At "Aggies' 1 Helensburgh 
the next time you're ashore. 

The Royal Sailors' Rest, 
Helensburgh, 31 East Montrose Street, 
Helensburgh GS4 7HR. 

Serving the Royal Navy since 1876. 


ARDENCAPLE HOTEL 

5hair. %pad, %fiu r Mdtnsfnttgh gS4 SLSt 

Ideally situated for Faslane 
Naval Base & Local Amenities, 
Seafront Position 
Comfortable, Friendly Hotel. 

All bedrooms en-suite, colour TV, 
telephone, hospitality tray. 
Full cooked breakfast, free 
car-parking, restaurant, 2 bars. 
Families welcome, open all year. 

For a brochurc/reservation contact 

* 01436 820200 * 

Quote NN /001 For readers discount 


ROOMS TO FILL? 

Navy News reaches 1/2 a 
million people every month. 

To Advertise 
Tel 01705 724226 
and ask for Sarah 
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At Your Service 



Over to You 


| Calling Q/c/ Shipmates 


Hood medal: Trinity Maritime Centre. 
NewcastJe have the medals of trie late PO J. 
Marshall. They were donated by his family for 
display and include a bronze rowing medal 
inscribed HMS Hood HF33 POs Cutter 3rd 
about which they are seeking more informa¬ 
tion. PSea&e contact G Kelt. Trinity Maritime 
Centre, 29 Broadchare, Quayside, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NEl 3DP. 

John H. E. Moyle. 3 Ekrn Walk. Wadloes 
Rd, Cambridge, CB58PH (01223 241031) is 
seeking photographs arid information about 
the following ships in which his lale fairier 
served: HMS SaltasM 1939-42, LCI 268 
1942-44. HM ships Ze&t 1945. Abercrombie 
1947, Bulawayo 1948, Triumph 1949-50, 
Dodman Poini 1951. Also mfp about HMNB 
Chatham 1939-52. 

Naval tattoo: Mr I. Newton, 4 Stafron Rd. 
Walpole Cross Keys, King's Lynn, Norfolk, 
seeks information about a pre war Naval fat- 
loo at Portsmouth football ground which 
involved a parade-ground sketch involving 30 
men dressed in Nelsonian rig, Also, he would 
like to confirm that earFy this century three 
wooden warships were at Greenhithe as 
training ships and that a mutiny look place an 
one which drifted towards Darttord and was 
set on fire. 

Script, book and badges: Royal British 
Legion standard bearer Jan Davey, 50 
Antony Ftd, Torpoint, Karnow PL 11 2JR 
(01752 816059) is seeing the following on 
behalf of RNA members in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, which he visited recently: A script of 
The one-man play The Death of Nelson for 
ex-PTI WaFly Behan, Ihe books The Fled 
Sailor parts « and 11 by Patrick O'Hara I. and, 
for a display board- the badges of a CPO 
shipwright I crossed axes and 1 crown) and trie 
WRNS badge of similar design 

HMS Theseus 1952-53: Anyone who 
remembers when Admiral Sir Caspar John 
berthed Ihe earner at Gibraltar using only Ihe 
engines of aircraft chained to the deck are 
sought for details and pHolographs by Tarry 
Thorn, 20 Heath Lawns, CatiSfield, Fa reham 
POlb bOB (01329 231605). 

HMS Cheviot’s ball: the HMS Cheviot 
Association is seeking trie ship’s bell. Anyone 
wilh information on its wheraabouis. please 


write to Vic Denham, 92 Swallow Rd, 
Larkfield, Aylesford. Kent ME20 GPZ. 

Drowned rating: Helen Rowland. 14 
Merchant St. Bognor Regis, W Sussex PQ21 
1GH. seeks anyone who served with her 
father, Sto. Mech. £^ra Welham, drowned in 
Stokes Bay at age of 20 while serving at HMS 
Dolphin. She especially would like to contact 
his friend who tried to save him. Edward King 
who waa an LS at the time 

Voluntary worker: A young RN sub¬ 
manner lieutenant who in 1961 gave up a few 
weeks leave to do voluntary work in Austria 
tor a UN organisation is soughl by one of his 
fellow wooers at tha? time, Albert James 
Downing, 137 Highfield Rd, Rockferry. Wirral, 
Merseyside. The officer worked in very poor 
conditions io help build a new farmhouse for 
She Juric family near Braunau, who still live at 
the farm and keep in touch with Mr Downing. 

MGB commissioning: Ex-U'Sto G H 
Armson, 5 Frisby Rd. Barwell. Leics. LE9 
SAB 1,01455 641365) wonders if any of his old 
shipmates remembef an MGB of the latest 
design being commissioned al Middiesbor- 
ough in 1945. If so, do they remember her 
number? 

HMS Dodman Point: Ex-CPG J P 
Doohan, who was serving in ihe ship in 1946 
47, would like to trace a picture taken of her 
ship's company alongside her at Rosyth, 
Please contact him at 3 White St, 
Penmachno, Betws-y-Coed, Gwynedd LL24 
OUB. 

HMS Good Hope: Mr N. Myall, whose 
great grandfather was serving in the cruiser 
when she was lost with all hands in 1914, is 
researching the ship and seeks any details 
and pictures of her and of any personnel who 
served in her. Contact him at 41 Church View, 
Freeland, Witney, Oxford 0X9 BHT (01993 
691 724). 

Sto.1 Joseph MalHneon from Whitby 
Old shipmates who knew him are sought by 
his son, Dave. Contact him a! 53 Hawthorn 
Bank, Carnock. Fife KYI 2 9JS (01383 
852422) Joseph served in HMS Queeri 
Elizabeth 1943-46 Dave MaHinson would 
also like lo ecntacl ex<A8 D. P. Wilson 
(Palestine posl-war), ev-Ord Tel B R. 
Cummings (Korea). ex-LOEM K. L. Florence 


[N Ireland), ex-Slo.1 J. Devin (CH B 6232). 
He would also like to contact anyone with 
interest in RN Division 1914-15, and anyone 
who knew AB J. Bradbury RNVR who served 
in Nelson Battalion. 

Operation Outward: Dr S. C Smith, 30a 
Cornwall Ave, Finchley, London N3 1LG 
(0161 343 4502) is seeking informatkon, rec¬ 
ollections, photos and film of this secret, RN, 
WWII operation which involved the launch of 
thousands of small balloons with long trailing 
wires or incendiary devices in an attempt lo 
interfere with German power lines or set fire 
to crops and forests 

Japanese War Memorial, Hong Kong: 
Albert Goddard, 8 St Ann's Close, Chapel-an- 
le-Ffith, High Peak SK23 9SG (01298 
013189) asks the person who is waiting to 
receive a photo from him to get in touch, as 
he has toe! his address. 

Ivor Hale RM; His daughter, Mrs D. E. 
Campbell, IB Ameys Lane, Ferndown, 
Dorse) BH22 SAY (01202 893136) is seeking 
any survivors from HMS Glorious who knew 
him 

AB(D) Mark Sail: Marks father. Terry, 
would like io hear from anyone who knew his 
son who died in Singapore m 1993 Mark 
served in mv Stena Sea spread in the 
Falklands, and later HMS Brecon, afterwards 
working with Fraser Diving International in 
the Gulf and Far East. Mr Sell i$ also keen to 
acquire any books on she Falklands. Contact 
26 Cromwell Sq, Huntingdon, Cambs,. PElB 
6HS {01480 4 12224) 

HMS Ruckeridga: Raymond Kelly, 109/3 
Sienbouse Drive. Edinburgh EH 11 3NW 
(0131 477 1530) js seeking a photo of the 
ship in which his grandfather, Ordinary 
Seaman Ronald Sidney Goff served in 1941 - 
42, He would like a picture of her before and 
after her bomb damage of Deo. 1941. 

Porthole scuttle mystery: The PRO of 
Swindon branch of Ihe RNA. E. H. Brown 
(01793 535275). is trying to find OUT why the 
names of merchant ships and naval eslab- 
Isshmenl were engraved on a porthole scuttle 
discovered in the town. Seven of the ships 
had been sunk in 1940-43. 

Evelyn Kitty Bruce: Anyone who served 
in the Hood in WWII and knew Evelyn are 


Reunions 


NOVEMBER 

VAD (RN) Association on Nov 9 at The 
New Cavendish Club, Great Cumberland 
Place. London Contact Eileen Carter (nee 
Melriuish). Berry Lodge, Bramble Lane, 
CJanfield Hams. P06ORT (017Q5 571230) 

Escort Groups Association on Nov. 2t 
al Jarvis International Hotel, The Square, 
Solihull, Birmingham, Contact Harry Raw son 
(01460 234503). 

Fast Minelayers Association, S, E. 
Branch al 12 noon on Nov 26 at The RBL 
Club. Kennington Enquiries: Ray Moore. 89 
Walling Rd. Norwich NR7 9TG (01603 
437652). 

Seaman Specialist Comrades Assoc¬ 
iation all-rates winier RAS(L) & RAS(S) on 
Nov. 29 at WO, Senior Rates S SNCOs Mess 
Function Room, HMS Nelson., Portsmouth. 
Enquiries: WO (SEA) V, Vance (01705 
726579) during office hours or Snowy 
Clingham, 1 Hoylake Close, Rowner, 
Gosport, Hants. PQ13 G6.X. 


DECEMBER 

801 (Amphibious) Combined Ope 
Bombardment Sty RA(TA) 30th reunion at 
8.30pm on Dec. 2 at Stag and Hounds, 327 
Si Leonards Rd. Windsor, Details- N. R 
Feeley {01753 668771) 

Very an Bay Association m inn reunion at 
Naulical Club, Birmingham, Dec. 5 Contact 
Vic Neale (0121 783 8920) or Gwilym Jones 
(0126 72B I486), 

MARCH 

HMS Caprice Association (1943-73) 
reunion and AGM at Babbacombe, Torquay. 
Contact Alan Knapton (01903 522270). 

U Class Ships Association at Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth. Contact 
Stan De'Ath, 28 Mam St. Sewstern, 
Grantham. Linos,. NG33 5RF {01476 
660833) 

North Russia Club on March 7 at S 

Wales Constitutional Club. Enquiries to 
Mervyn Williams. 87 Olive Rd, Coxford, 


Southampton SOI 65FT (01703 906402). 

Landing Barges As soda I ion on March 

23 at Soutridowns Chalet Hotel, Bracklesham 
Bay For booking info call ’Dunwood' on 
01384 455655. 

HMS Whhesand Bay Association tenth 
reunion on April 7 a! tha Royal Sailors Home 
Club. Portsmouth Contact Geoff Nightingale. 
268 Galley Hill, Gadeb ridge, Hamel 
Hempstead, Herts HP1 3LD (01442 
26340b) 

APRIL 

HMS Ruler & 886 NAS weekend reunion 
starting April 17 in Bristol. Details Irom Ted 
Restall {0117 9327074) 

HMS Ladybird (Sasebo, Japan 1960-63) 
Association on April 18 at Tha Angel Hotel, 
Royal Leamington Spa. Details. Terry 
Cooper, 28 Hopgrave Lane South, M&kori 
Road. York Y03 9TG (01904 4 25 683), 

HMS Ram II I las Assocatlon on April 21 - 

24 al the Royal Sailors Home Club, 
Portsmouth. Details: Eric S. Marks, 3 Kendal 
Ave, Thornlon, Ctavetays, Cheshire FY5 2LY 
(01253 8263001. 

HMS Grenville Association 1943-46 

(with HM ships Ursa, Undaunted, Ulster, 
Urania, Ulysses) reunion at Blackpool. 
Enquiries' R Durbar. 4 Sir Winston Churchill 
Place, Binley Woods, nr Coventry, CV3 2ST 
(01203 542976). 

MAY 

HMS Sullen tenth and last reunion on 
May 1-3 at St Annas Hotel. Shipmates from 
EG 19 welcome. Contact Stephen Keeler, 
Flat A2, Maids Ave. London W2 1 TF (0171 
723 6039). 

Manchester and SaHord Universities 
Officers Training Corps centenary reunion 
on May 1 3, including cocktail party, formal 
ball and open day. Contact MSUOTC, 
University Barracks, Boundary Lane. 
Manchester M15 6DH {016t 228 2185) 

HMS Royal I at first reunion on May 1-2 in 
Birmingham All ranks and families welcome 
Contact George Craddock, 103 
Broadmeadow Lane. Kings Norton, 
Birmingham B30 3PB (0121 458 5621). 

HMS Opportune Association on May 4 
7 al Black pool. Info and booking forms from 
W L. Phrllips, 8 Redgate. The Pippins, 
Northwich. Cheshire CWfl 4TQ (01606 
79B80). 

HMS Opossum F33 Association on May 
15-16 at Treoarne Hotel, Babbacombs 
Details. Harry Cattarson, 27 Rissington Walk. 
Thornaby, Stockton on Tees fS17 90J 
(0164 2 881770) or Roy Cope (01543 
262020 ). 

HMS Impregnable Association 50 th 
anniversary of closure reunion on May 15-17 
al Grand Hotel and HMS Drake. Plymouth 
Con tad M. Haycock, 79a Beeches Rd, 
Rowley Regis B65 OAS (0121 5326141). 

Battle of the Atlantic (BA 96) reunion on 
May 19-29 to mark 55lh anniversary Return 
visit lo Canada (Halifax for RCN and HMGS 
Sackville. and Toronto for RCNR and HMCS 
Raida). Details: Oliver Wright, 15 High Si, 
Hampton Hill, Middlesex TW12 1 NB. 

Very an Bay Asaociatkm on May 23-24 
al Lythgm Si Annes, Blackpool Contact Vic 
Neale (0121 783 8920) or Gwilym Jones 
(0126 728 1486) 

HMS Dido 1940-50 on May 29 31 at 
Hospitality fnn. Portsmouth. Details: E. T. 
Commander, 81 a Hawkmge Gardens, 
Plymouth PL5 2RY (01752 360633) 

HMS Forester on May 31 lo June 4 at Si 
Ives Hotel St Annes on Sea. Lancs Contact 
Trevor Uoyd, 6 Mafford Hill, Chippenham, 
Wilts SN15 3NX (01249 6S4420). 

JUNE 

HMS Unicorn Association reunion al 
Scarborough (members & friends) Book 
early, plus saa, lo The Secretary, 3 Arundel 
Close, Heme! Hempstead. HP2 4QR. 

AUGUST5EPTEMBE R 

Artificer Apprentices class of Sept. 
1948. Anyone interested in a reunion in Aug 
or Sept, contact Derek Ashley, 288 Park 
Lane. Preesall, Poutton-le-Fylde Lancs. FY6 
OLD (01253 012100). 

SEPTEMBER 

HMS Antrim Association on Sept 25-27 
at the Royal Sailors Home Club. Portsmouth 
Contact Terry Bullingham 10121 429 2428). 

UNDATED 

Gibraltar 9S96 Windy Hill receivers. 
S=gs.. Sgt. Grand reunion ol Flopheads 
Contact O1705 648444 


HAS YOUR SERVICE 
BEEN RECOGNISED? 

COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS FOR: 

• COMBATANT SERVICE 

• SEA SERVICE 

• AVIATION SERVICE 
•ARMY SERVICE 

• FOREIGN SERVICE 
•VOLUNTEER SERVICE 

• NATIONAL DEFENCE 


For Information send a STAMPED self addressed 3 V x JjY business envelope to: 

Service Comment ora lives - P.0. Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10.3ZT 




THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officers of ihe RN, RM. WRNS. QARNNS atid their 
Reserves. 

Formed in 1925, ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with grams and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever ihere is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed ihe annual 
subscription (£10 per annum or £150 fur Life) and include: * Automobile 
Association Membership at less lhan half price in many cases * House Purchase 
Generous cash paymenLs with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive 
Conveyancing coats, * Legal, Financial and Medical Consultation* at free or 
favourable rates * Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including Insur¬ 
ance, travel, hotels, clothing and hi re wear, car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more, A List nf Metnbrrs and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are 
issued, and ARNO organises * Regional Social Func tions and Group Holidays * 
A list of members worldwide Who would like to exchange homes fur holidays * 
Mail redirection * Swords and uniform items for sale * an ARNO credit card, 

_Kj>r ineinbcrjhif j*tPli e!£“. 5 L complete Jh| lowing: __ 

To: L.T Gpr I M P COOMB ES RN, ARNO, 70 Porcuester Tce, London W2 3TP 
Please seutf me details and a membership application form: 




being sought by Mrs P, Cameron. Battle 
Abbey Farm, Powdermill Lana, Battle. E. 
Sussex TN33 0SP- 

JertflH Fighting $htp» swop: John 
Sherrardi, 49 Beech Rd, Purley on Thames, 
Reeding. Berks. RGB 8DR (0118 9644421 
even ings/week ends) has a pristine edition o( 
the 1963-84 volume which hn would like to 
swop for a like edition of 1961-82 (postage 

Mne John Seamed is sought by ex-ERA 
Vic Suett, 7 Meadow Drive, Thorpe Bey, 
Essex. SSI 3DJ (017O2 463634). John was 
in 3 Cdo Bde. SEAG 1944; Harts Hospital, 
Woodford Green 1962, and moved from his 
Forest Gale home- 

B-ooh search: Surgeon Cdr J. J. Nicholes 
RN (retd). Hope Cottage, Beacon Hill Lane, 
Exton, Hants. S032 3NU, is seeking volumes 
II and IV of She Sea by F. Whympef. pub¬ 
lished by Cassell. Fetter and Gaipin in 1677, 

RN Beech Commando: Mrs Dons 
Nichols. Rat 1. 27 Hyron Hall Rd. Acocks 
Green, Birmingham B27 70N, ?s seeking 
iriformataon about her tate brottier LS John S. 
Mills, and rits unit. He was an RN Beach 
Commando involved in the Normandy cam¬ 
paign with US forces. She would especially 
like to contact a friend of his, Georf Aiken 
SmEth who is believed to have gone to S. 
Africa. 

Mtsslmg plaque: The HMS Cossack 
Association would like to frace the where¬ 
abouts ol a brass plaque oornmamorehng trie 
destroyer's boarding of the German tanker 
Altmark. The plaque rs inscribed: "Presented 
to HMS Cossack by a number of British mer- 
criant seamen as a token of gratitude for their 
isscue from the German ship Afrmark on the 
night of 16/17 February 1940V Anyone who 
can help s asked to contact! he Association s 
secretary. Lt E. P. Harrison, 31 Wood Lane, 
Fleet GUI 3 9EA. 


Empire Salvage 1941: Maunge Asprey, 
Gracous Pond, Chobham. nr Woking, Surrey 
GU24 8HL (01932 873376) is seeking any 
one who served on board the ship when she 
was hit by a bomb which failed to explode. 


HMS Hampshire cake-cutter: Anthony 
Bailey of 30 Hill Rise. Trowel!, Nottingham 
NG9 3PE {OH 5 932 0T 52 or 0115 903 2943} 
is seeking a photograph of himself, as a child 
of eight years old, cutting a cake in - he 
believes the junior rates' mess during the 
ship’s commissioning celebrations on Dec. 
16. l 967. He had been invited to the event 
through his father bemg ttie master ngger in 
Portsmouth Dockyard who made bell ropes 
for warships. 


HMS Unicom A**oclatiori seeks 
cooks Jock Woods (Berwick on Tweed), 
Jock Wallace (Pa>&ley),. Jan Bolt (Newton 
Abbot). Taft Hughes {Kidderminster), Mick 
McFadden (Bairymoney). PO Patchet on 
behalf of Taff Kearns. Ateo seeking Ronnie 
(Scouse) Baxter, Willie (Jock) Fernie, 
Ronnie (Fagan) Davies for Dave Smith. 
Ron Nagger, Len Gunbie, George Lee for 
Harold Hlor. P0 Isaac, Knocker White, 
Paddy Rayney (or Rooney), I. Wilkinson, 
lor Tex Ault. Greg Gregory, Fred Kdby. 
Lofty Burridge, Gtnger Emsden, Neddy 
Goater, Curiy Hague, Buck Taylor. Sam 
Bateman, Ken Chappel for Stan White. 
Davies (3rd commission) and Schofield 
(2nd commission) for Lester Gray. Tel. 
01442 255821, 

PO S„ Plckford is seeking any old ship¬ 
mates who served with him in HMS 
Sancroft which, laid the PLUTO line from 
the Isle of Wight to Boulogne, Call 01704 
893408. 

HMS Ganges classes 213/214. All 

those who joined on Jan. 4 are sought with 
a view lo a 50th anniversary reunion. 
Contact Terry Cooper, 28 Hopgrove Lane 
South, Malton Road, York YQ3 #TG (01904 
425883) 

HMS Sheba (Aden) and associated 
ships, and WWII escorts. Seeking Taff 
Cartwright, George Dixon, Jim Cook, 
Contact Gordon Pinfield, 7 Fairways, 
Consett, Co. Durham DHB 5NT (01207 
503617}. 

HMS Tenby F65. Prill Rowe, 7 Harcourt 
Close, Urmsion, Manchester M4i 9NB 
(0161 747 7325) seeks Tony Whilehead, 
Andy Sommons, Charlie Childs, Crash 
Evans, Fincher Martin and others from F65 
or HMS Tenby J34. 

HMS Rhyl and HMS Brighton 1974* 

76, Buck Taylor and Mick Hoccom (3M 
Mess) seek oki shipmates. Contact Phil 
Taylor, 23 Church Lane, Stalling borough, 
Grimsby, Linos. DN41 BAA (01472 
26052O). 

HMS Water witch (formerly HMS 
Powderham) is preserved on trie River 
Tyne. Ex-members of the ship's companies 
are sought by Chris Chappell, 21 Durham 
Rd, Esri Winning, Durham, DH7 9NP 

HMS Solebey Nobby Clarke (Scribes) 
seeks shipmates who served in her, espe¬ 
cially her last commission (1960-62) with a 
view to a reunion. Contact Malcolm Clarke, 
53 Montague Ct, KfrigsdOwn, Bnslol BS2 
BHT. 

HMS Shfpplgan (944-46). Ex-Sto 
George (Nobby) Hall. 6a Tango Place. 
Henderson, Auckland, New Zealand, seeks 
old shipmates - ateo from Don I bristle (fire- 


Malabar 

group 

formed 




AM HMS Malabar Association 
has been formed as a result of 
a successful reunion In 
Qctot>er. It was agreed at the 
meeting, Including wives and 

K rtners, to welcome as mem- 
rs all those who had served 
in the Bermuda shore estab¬ 
lishment which closed in 
recent years. 

Contact the Association's 
secretary, CPO Joe HeppoL 
ette, Armed Forces Careers 
Office, 2nd Floor, Princes 
House, The Square, Shrews¬ 
bury SY1 1J2 (01743 232541), 


fighting from March 43). Wetherby from 

isfov. 43. 

Ex-CPOIIEM Tom Cunnigham seeks 

his old shipmates from HMS Ganges 
(1966). and Naiad. Ajax. Ark Royal and 
Yamton. Contact him at 624 Ridge Trail 
Drive, Columbia, S. Carolina, 29229, USA 
(e-mail. Remnaunt@msn,oom), 

Bth Destroyer Association is broaden 
mg its membership to include shipmates 
who served in C A-class destroyers after 
1963 For membership forms and reunion 
details contact ClrfT LongfoOt (0151 226 
3675), He is also kea to trace HMS 
Cassandra (1962-63) shipmates Keith 
|Taff) Fallow, John Alwright, Eddie Goodge, 
Bob Howell, Bongo Herbert. Snake 
Qooksley. 

Ejc-CPO William Powell who served in 
a minesweeper based at Black wall Point in 
1940-41 is sought by Harry Blackburn. 
Contact Mrs Kay Allen, 48 Glebe Rd. 
Wickford, Essex SSH 8EU (01268 
733025). 

Royal Naval Patrol Service 
Association now welcomes as members 
National Servicemen who served in BYMS, 
MMSs and trawlers formerly manned by 
she RN Patrol Service. Contact The 
Secretary, RN Patrol Service Museum, 
Sparrows Nesi. Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32 
1XG (01502 586250). 



IRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 1 


• Wessex HU.5 troop-carry I rtg helicopters of 848 Squadron embarked in HMS Bulwark In 1975. 


Westland Wessex 


FOR THE best part of 20 years, the 
Westland Wessex was one of the most 
important and versatile aircraft on the 
strength of the post-war Royal Navy. 

Developed from the US Sikorsky S-58, the 
airframe was modified to to take the Napier 
Gazelle engine - making It the first helicopter 
in the world to be produced In numbers pow¬ 
ered by a gas turbine. That gave it the power to 
lift a greater payload than piston-engined heli¬ 
copters, and for the first time freed carriers of 
having to store petrol as well as kerosene - 
which unlike petrol can be kept in ships’ tanks. 

The Wessex formed another milestone In 
Britain's Naval aviation story as. In its initial 
form - the HAS.t, It was the Fleet Air ArnVs first 
purpose-built anti-submarine helicopter. 

The prototype Wessex made its initial flight 
In 1957 and the type entered front-line service 
- with 815 Squadron - at RN air station 
Culdrose in 1961. Later that year, HMS Ark 
Royal became the first aircraft carrier to 
embark the helicopter in an operational role. It 
also equipped the County-class cruisers. 

During the 1960s, a more powerful version of 
the anti-submarine Wessex was produced - 
the HAS.3, most of which were converted from 
the earlier model. The HAS.3, which entered 
operational service in 1968, was equipped with 
more advanced radar housed in a distinctive 
dome aft of the engine. Other improvements 


included an automatic flight control system 
and an updated weapons fit. 

Also during the Sixties, the HU.5 troop-car¬ 
rying helicopter was developed, the first oper¬ 
ational aircraft entering service with 845 
Squadron in HMS Bulwark in 1967. 

A secondary role for the type was as a 
search and rescue helicopter, probably its 
most renowned achievement In this task com¬ 
ing during the disastrous Fastnet Race of 
1979, when four Wessex of 771 Squadron 
based at Culdrose, took part in the rescue of 73 
crew members of yachts stricken by freak 
gales. 

During the late Seventies and Eighties, the 
Wessex was gradually replaced In ail Its roles 
by the Sea King helicopter, and by 1988 the 
type had disappeared from Naval front-line 
units. But its record was a proud one, having 
formed the equipment of 11 front-line and five 
training squadrons. 

Maximum speed of the Wessex models var¬ 
ied between 127 and 138 mph. The HAS.3 was 
powered by a Gazelle engine producing 
i,6G0shp (1,450shp in the HAS.1), while the 
HU.5 T s power was provided by two Bristol 
Slddeley Gnome engines producing 1,600shp. 
The anti-submarine aircraft were armed with 
homing torpedoes, the troop-carriers having 
the capability of carrying machine-guns, rock¬ 
et launchers and Nord SS.ll air-to-surface 
missiles. 
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Sending the message via hospital radio 


WOKING 
ON AIR! 

MEMBERS of Woking branch have turned to hospital radio to get across their 
message - with a special emphasis on their welfare work. 

In a bid to reach an audience of thousands at three hospitals, 
the branch submitted a 


In Brief 


NO. 12 AREA (Ireland) has 
thanked Belfast branch whose 
members organised the RNA 
Conference weekend so well in the 
city. 

CWMBRAN branch presented 
an engraved tankard to 
Shipmate Stan J. Gunter, their 
standard bearer, to mark the 
ex- Royal Marine commando's 
SOth birthday. 

A MEMORIAL service in honour 
of the late Rev, Wilfred Graham 
Parker, lost in HMS Prince of 
Wales in 1941, will be held at 1100 
on December 13 at St George’s 
Centre, Gillingham. 

OVER 450 shipmates had an 
autumn break at Hayiing 
Island, raising £802 for the 
Cuckoo Children's Fund. The 
uckers championship was won 
by Battersea, with Uxbridge 
runners-up. 

WYMONDHAM branch marks 
the first anniversary of its recom¬ 
missioning with a buffet dance at 
2000 on November 28 at the Ex- 
Servicemen’s Club, Friarscroft 
Lane (tickets at £5 from Shipmate 
J. Bums, c/o 11 Constable Close, 
Attleborough, Norfolk NR 17 
2RR), 


a programme synopsis to Radio Wey, the 
hospitals' radio station. The service broadcasts over 60 hours a 
week to St Peter's Hospital, Chertsey, and to the hospitals at 
Ashford and Weybridge. 

leering over £3,000 for charity. The 
branch's flag day raised £508, and 
with the Normandy Veterans 
Association they raised £2,630 for 
the Royal Star and Garter Home in 
Richmond. 

The £508 was divided almost 
equally between the Royal Navy & 
Royal Marines Children’s Homes, 
Portsmouth; Princess Christian 
Homes, Woking, the RN 
Benevolent Thist’s Pembroke 
House home at Chatham, Ihlking 
Books for the Blind, and the 
Alzheimer's Disease Society, 
Woking. 


Radio Wey responded to the 
approach by inviting members 
of the branch to their studios to 
take part in an hour-long pro¬ 
gramme during which they 
were interviewed on the role 
the Association plays in the 
lives of serving and ex-serving 
Naval personnel. 

They made such a good showing 
that a follow-up programme was 
planned for the three big 



Meanwhile, Woking members 
are also pleased by their part in col- 


Branch News 


SHIPMATE Jimmy 
paraded Wigston & 
standard at Ki 
service. 


James 
District 
etton Sea Sunday 


STROUD branch's stand at the 
local annual show attracted many 
visitors - and two recruits. 


WINNER of the Navy 
News Picture Puzzle com¬ 
petition In our September 
issue is Mr. W. D. New¬ 
man of Old Portsmouth. 

He correctly named the 
mystery ship as HMS 
Mermaid, formerly the Ton- 
class minesweeper HMS 
Sulllngton. He also correctly 
explained that her white liv¬ 
ery was applied for her rote 
as survey vessel for the last 
five years of her life up to 
1970. 

Mr Newman's reply was 
chosen at random, and he 
receives our cash prize of 
£25. Another prize is offered 
for the first correct answer to 
this month’s puzzle; Name 
this curiously shaped craft - 
and her purpose. 

Complete the coupon and send 
it to Mystery Picture, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 
3HH. 

Coupons giving correct 
answers will go Into a prize draw 
to establish a single winner. 
Closing date for entries Is 
December 15. More than one 
entry can be submitted, but pho¬ 
tocopies cannot be accepted. 

Do not Include anything else in 
your envelope; no correspon¬ 
dence can be entered Into and no 
entry returned. The winner will be 
announced In our January edi¬ 
tion. The competition is not open 
to Navy News employees or their 
families. 


Isle of Sheppey 

A well attended memorial ser¬ 
vice, planned to become an annual 
event, was held at Queensborough 
following the unveiling last year of 
a plaaue in honour of those who 
served in the Sheemess establish¬ 
ment, Wildfire III, the wartime 
minesweeper base. Those present 
included members of the RN 
Patrol Service Association, the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary and the 
Royal British Legion. 

The Isle of Sheppey branch is 
seeking recruits to stem a drop in 
membership. 

Newark 

To help raise funds for the 
Gurkha Trust, the branch organ¬ 
ised a social evening attended by 
shipmates from Mansfield, 
Wigston and District, Waterloovilic 



MYSTERY PICTURE 33 


Name . 


Address . 


My answer. 


Model model of the Cenotaph 


WHEN Shipmate Reg Dodson caught sight 
of a cardboard model of the Cenotaph In a 
shop window last year, he stopped In his 
tracks. 

Reg, chairman of Bridgend branch, was not 
impressed with the display for The Royal British 
Legion poppy appeal, so he decided he would 
improve on It. He told the Legion that for this 
year he would make them a “proper” scale 


model of the national memorial. Six months 
later, there emerged from Reg's workshop this 
30In plywood model, complete with hand-paint¬ 
ed poppy wreaths and silk flags. 

The picture, courtesy of the Glamorgan 
Gazette , shows Reg with Shipmates Tom Naish 
(branch president) and Jean MacPhail (secre¬ 
tary), giving the model the once-over before Reg 
presented it to the RBL's Bridgend branch. 


Royal 


and Ikerston, as well as members 
of the Burma Star Association, the 
Royal Marines Association and 
Ollerton branch of the 
British Legion. 

The evening of song and dance 
- and a supper provided by the 
ladies - was also attended by stu¬ 
dents from Belize and Jamaica who 
were studying at the Royal Military 
Academy at Sandhurst. 

A raffle and auction raised £170 
for the Thist. 

Harwich 

The quarterly meeting of No.5 
Area was hosted by the branch, 
who welcomed the Association’s 
President, Vice Admiral Sir Roy 
Newman, accompanied by Lady 
Newman. The meeting was attend¬ 
ed by representatives of 23 branch¬ 
es. 

A Garden of Remembrance was 


gala lamp-swinging session 
held by ^0 members of the 
ch at the home of Shipmate 


dedicated in Dovercourt by the 
Bishop of Colchester, the Rt Rev. 
Edward Holland. The garden, near 
the Minesweeper Memorial in 
Franks Road, was suggested by 
branch member, Shipmate Bob 
Bloom. 

As well as RNA members, those 
present included members of the 
Royal British Legion, the Burma 
Star Association, Dunkirk Veter¬ 
ans and Normandy Veterans. 

Rushden 

A _ 

was held 
branch at the home of Shipmate 
Tony Hclsdown. The evening 
included a supper and a ceremoni¬ 
al splicing of the mainbrace. 

Other recent activities have 
included visits to Royal 
Leamington Spa and Boreham 
Wood branches. 

Mitcham, Morden 
& Wimbledon 

Over 40 members attended a 
service, conducted by branch chap¬ 
lain the Rev. John Bull, to mark 
King George's Fund for Sailors’ 
Year of the Seafarer. 

With a busy season ahead. 
Shipmate Fred Tice hurst advises 
members who need to book the 
club for Saturdays to call him on 
0181 241 0030, Wednesdays, 

Fridays and Saturdays after 1900. 
Members are pleased that their 

pular pianist, Dorothy, is back - 
with Ron on the drums - after 
recovering from a collar-bone frac¬ 
ture. Meanwhile dub secretary and 
chairman. Shipmate Bill Anderson, 
and his wife Eunice, have left, hav¬ 
ing moved to Bognor Regis. 

Kettering 

The branch played host to mem¬ 
bers from Wigston & District for 
an exceptionally good humoured 
golf match between four members 
of each branch. Kettering were 
winners of what was more of a 
social occasion than a highly com¬ 
petitive match. 

Any other branches wishing to 
challenge Kettering at golf, at 
home or away, are welcome. Call 
Shipmate William Barry on 01536 
725131. 

Runcorn 

The 40th anniversary of the 
branch was held in style - with a 
parade and church service, and the 
rededication of the branch stan¬ 
dard. 

The service, well attended by 
shipmates of No. 10 Area, was con- 


^Rhondda 

' RHONDDA branch has 
recommissioned after a 13- 
yea r a bsence from the 
scene. 

The recommissioning car* 
emony was attended by 
shipmates from Hereford, 
Lydney and Merthyr Tydfil, 
and was performed by 
^Shipmate R. Wood, National 


returns^ 

Council member for No.7 
Area. 

The branch now has a 
good mix of age groups and 
experience, and meets at 
1900 on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 
the Wyndnam Club, Forth 
Rhondda. New members are 
welcome. 


1 by bran 

David Felix. The salute at the 
march past was taken by Lt Cdr 
Alison idfer RNR. 

After the ceremony, shipmates 
and guests attended a buffet recep¬ 
tion provided by the ladies at the 
Runcorn dub. That was followed 
by an evening of dancing and 
singing organised by Shipmate 
John Pickenng. 

Fleet Street 

As one of his first duties as 
branch president. Shipmate Alf 
Woonton attended tne annual 
Trafalgar Dayparadc and service 
at St Brides Church, Fleet Street, 
with past national President, 
Admiral Sir Desmond Cass id i. 
General Secretary Caps Bob 
McQueen RN and National 
Council member D. Judge. They 
took the salute as visiting guests. 

Hospitality was dispensed at the 
nearby pub, The Cartoonist, main¬ 
ly by courtesy of branch fund-raiser 
Shipmate Alma Kent 

Hanworth 

The branch’s ladies section 
raised £300 for Macmillan Cancer 
Relief when over 70 people attend¬ 
ed a cofree morning and raffle they 
had organised. 

Meanwhile, plans for the 
branch's 60th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions in May are well under way. 
The event will span three days and 
will include social and ceremonial 
events. 

Hanworth’s Trafalgar Day sup¬ 
per was held in the clubhouse on 
October 24. 


Redruth & Camborne 

Dartmouth was the destination 
for the branch's annual outing, fol¬ 
lowing which the party reached 
Totnes by boat for a musical 
evening at Liskeard. 

Derby 

The branch’s Trafalgar Night 
dinner, in conjunction with local 
members of the Submarine Old 
Comrades, FAA and RMA 
Associations, was attended by 94 
guests. 

RNA branch chairman Ship¬ 
mate Tom Smith proposed the 
Loyal Toast, and branch padre, the 
Rev. Paul Bentley, said grace. 
Guest of honour was Cdr Simon 
Middleman, Naval Liaison Officer 
to Rolls-Royce. 



Framed Photographs 

Am MgUmi] UfrmmQ 


Wright & Logan EST. 1924 
20, Queen Street, Portsmouth PQ1 3HL 
TEL: 01706 829555 / FAX: 01705 861694 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


Part 10...E.INDIES/BRIT1SH PACIFIC FLEETS {1st Phase) 

Trinco, Sydney, Manus, Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all surviving RN 
archive film this first of two projected videos is the most definitive story possible 
in camera form. All other episodes still available, Part 9 Op.Neptune (D-Day 
period) Part 6 Op Torch. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys. Part 6 
Perilous Waters [action in the Atlantic). Part 5 Tragedy 4 Triumph {Bat. of 
N.Cape) down to and incL Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mins. Price UK 
£21,90 post paid. Elsewhere add £3,05. For multiple orders large discount avail 
able. Full details of this & all programmes send SAE. 


N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK, N.YORKS Y04 6JH (01904) 728239 
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NoticeBoard 



Appointments I Promotions to Chief 


Commodore R A, Dunt to be 

promoted Hear Admiraf as Dir¬ 
ector General Naval Personnel 
Strategy and Plans and Chief of 
Staff to Second Sea Lord, Jan, 5. 

Capt B. A. L Goldman to be 
Commodore Minewarfare and 
Fishery Protection. March 3. 

Capt P. L Wilcocks to be CO 
HMS Liverpool as Capt, Third 
Destroyer Squadron, Jan. 5, 

Capt A, J. M, Hogg to be CO 
RNAS Cufdrose in the rank of 
Commodore. March 31. 

Lt Cdr S. J. McMIehael- 
Phillips to be CO HMS Beagle. 
Feb, 3, 

Lt M» S. Rees to be QIC URNU 
Cardiff and CO HMS Express, 
March 17. 


Points 


THE FOLLOWING shows the total points of 
the men and woman at the top of each 
advancement roster tor Petty Officer and 
Leading Rates in October after issue of B13s. 

Intermediaries tint) indicates thal person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to lake account of them 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
basic date order, Dales shown against “inC 
rasters are the basic dales of the top eligible 
personnel. The number following Ihe points 
(or basic date) is the number advanced in 
October. 

CCMEAML ■ Int (£7,6 97). 6; CCttEAEL 
Dry Nib CCMEAMLSM - Dry. Nil 
CCMEAELSM Dry, Nil; CCWEAADC ■ Dry, 
Nil; CCWEAWDO - Dry, Nii: CCWEAADC- 
SM - Int (18,7,97], Nil: CCWEAWDOSM Int 
(IS,7.97), Nil: CCAEAM 152 (1.9.95), NIT; 
CCAEAR - 260 (1.5.94), Nil; CCAEAWL - 
385 (1.9.92), Nil 

PO(EW)(OJ - 301 (14.1.94) 1; LS(EW) ■ 
130 (14.2.95), Nil; PO(M) - 108 (14.3.95), 3; 
LS(ll) - Int (12.9.95), Nil; PO(R) ■ 397 

(15.6.93) , 3; LStfR) * 281 (13.7,93), Nil; 
PO(S> - 130 (14.2.95), Nil; LS{S) ■ 410 

(16.2.93) , 1; P0(D) - 618 (6.12.91), 1; LS[D) 
704 ( 28.9.90), Nil; PO(liW){0) ■ Int 

-^ .... . , nt Hoi.96). N jl; 


ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Crafting in October tor the following rat¬ 
ings to be advanced to Acting Charge Chief 
Artificer: 

To ACCMEA; D,M, Vatvona (Birming¬ 
ham), SJ. Rice (Edinburgh), SP. Drayton 
(Fearless), D A. Crawley (Sultan), W.A 
Hansford (Birmingham), W.l, Jordan 
(Coventry) 

PROMOTIONS TO CPO 

AUTHORITY was Issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in October f or the following rat¬ 
ings to be promoted to Chief Petty Officer; 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CPO(EWKO) - C.R. Morris (Dryad) 
COMMUNICATIONS, REGULATING * PT 
To CPOCY - IT. Pirte (RAF Thatcham). 
SUPPLY 

To CPOSTD: AJ. Gragory (MCTC). 
WEAPON ENGINEERING BRANCH 
To CPOWEM(R) DA Drew (ACE SRGN 
Gibraltar), C, Hogg (Iteben). 


(24.9.91) , Nil; POCQ * 183 (11.10.94), Nil; 
LRO 347 (8.6.93), Nil, See last paragraph; 
POPT - 482 (13.10,02), Nil; RPO - 573 

(10.3.92) , Nil; POMEM(L)fGS) - Dry, Nib; 

-- fnt (20.7.97), 1; POMEM- 

■7.92), Nil; l_MEM(M)(GS) ■ 
9; POWEMfO) - 251 
VEM{G) 134 (30.10.94), 4; 
POWEMIRMGS) - 264 (2 11.93), 1; 

LWEM(R)(GS) ■ 273 (15 2 94), 5; 

POCA(GS) 621 (21.6.90), Nil; LCH(GS) 
434 (27.9.92), Nil; POSTD(G5) - 668 
(25.8,91), Nil; LSTD(GS) - 303 (17.6,93), Nil 
A(GS) - 440 07,2 93). I; LSA(GS) 
(23.3.94), 5; POWTR(<— 

; LWTRfl 


CPO ART1F1CER/TECHN iCtAN 

Commodore Naval Drafting has been noti¬ 
fied of the following advancements to Chief 
Petty Officer Artfficer/Techriician which were 
made by Commanding Officers: 

To CPOMEA; M J. Bishop (Sovereign), 
C-E. Jones (SuHan), S O. lay tor r ‘ * 

To ACPOMEA: P S. Javans ( 

School). J,H, Kelley (Drake 
Livingstone (Marlborough), P. Repper [Drake 
CFM), W H. Rowtey (Gfoucester). 

To CPOWEA; P. Beatty (Illustrious), P,J. 
Burton (Cumberland), AM, Clarkson 
(Chiddingfokji C D. Edwards (Talent), P.J. 
Evans (CWtA Porsmouth), J.J,K. King 
(CWTA Portsmouth), LD. Robinson (Neptune 

NT To ACPOWEA: RK. Fegan (Ark Royal), A 
Pike (Raleigh). S.R. Price (Richmond), J. 
SoMn (Neptune NT). 

To CPOAEA: M. Agnail (829 Fit 201), 
P R. Hutton (RNAS Yeovttton), J.D Th wattes 
(546 Son) 

CPOCT C,J, Haley (Beaver), C,D. 


TO 

Melrose (Beaver). 

To ACPOCTt 

(London). 


K.R. Summerhayes 


LMEM(L)(GS) 
(M){GS) -503 0.7,92 
278 03.11.93), 9; 
(4.1,94), Nil; LWEMC 


245 


03^), Nil; 


3, 


- 56 (14.3.95) 


POWTfi(GS) - 451 

) - 351 (10.8.93), Nil; 
il; LMA - 79 (9.5,95), 


06.7 

P0(S 


PO{SH) - 340 05.6.93), Nil; L3(SR) - 281 
(15.6,93). Nil: PO(SEAj 571 (14,1 92). Nit, 
POCY 489 (13,10.92), Nii; PORS 569 


P0(S)fSM)(0) - 646 (19,12.91), Nil; 
LS(S)(SM) - 569 (7.11.91), Nit; POfTS)(SM) 

- 357 (10.6.93), Nil; LS(TS)(SM) ■ 412 

(19.1.93) , Nil; PORSfSM) -594 (24.9,91), 1; 
LRO(SM) - 319, (8,6.93), 4; POMEM(L)(SM) 

- 152 (5.12 94), Nil; LMEM(U(SRl) - 71 

(25.595). 3; POMEM(M)(SM) - Inf 
07.10,96), 1: LMEM(M)(SM) - Int (3.7.96), 
Nil; POWEM(R)(SM) - 486 (3,1192), Nil; 
LWEM(R)(SM> - 621 (25.6.90), Nil; 

POSA(SM) -Int (4,11,96), Nil; LSA(SM) - 
242 (27,3.94), Nil; PQWTfi(SM) - 397 

(11.3.93) , Nit; LWTRfSM) 448 (31.12.92), 
Nil; POCA(SM) - lnt(9,1.9g p 1; ^H(S^ 


569 845 (29.7.90), Nil; POSTO(SM) 


(2.12.90) , Nil; LSTDfSM) - 1415 [16.6.07], 
Nil. 

POA(AH) -1080 (22.8 66), Nil; LA(AH) - 
645 (8.11.91). Nil; POA(METOC) - fnt 
(5.11.96), Nil; LAfMETOC) - Int (2.10.95). 
Nil; POA(PKOT) - 911 (6.2.90), Nil; 
POA(SE) - 765 (24.10.90), Nil; LA(SE) - 400 
06.2.93), 1; POACMN - 528 (7-11.91), Nil; 
POAEMfM) -332 (4.11.93), Nil; LAEMflf) - 
477 (29.5.92), Nil; POAEI*(R) - Int (3.10.96), 
Nil; LAEM(H) - 577 (31.10.91), NH; 
POAEM(L) Dry, Nil; LAEM(L) - 364 

(25.2.93) , Nil; POAC - Dry, 2. 

POWffll - 416 (7,2.93), Nil; LW(R) - Dry, 
Nil; POW(HS) ■ 662 (3.12.91), Nil; LWRO 
723 (25.9.90), t; POWPT 697 01.6,91), 
Nil; RPOW - 526 00,3,92). Nit; POWCA - 
Int (15.6.95), Nil: LWCH - Dry, Nil: POWSTD 
651 06.790). Nit; LWSTD - 525 (20.2.92), 
Nil; POWSA - 247 (6.3.94), Nil; LWSA -313 
07.6.93), Nil; PGWWTR - 410 (26 3,93), Nil; 
LWWTR - 275 (28.2.94). Nil; P6WWTft(G) - 
Int (11.7.97), Nil; POWfMETOC) - Dry, Nil; 
LWplETOC) - Dry. Nil; POWPHCT - 283 

(5.10.93) , Nil; POWAEM(M) - Int (20.3 97), 
Nil; LWAEM(M) - Dry, Net; POWAEM(R) - 
Dry, Nil; LWAEMfR) - 657 (14,12 90). Nil; 
POWAEll(L) - 952 (20.5.89), Nil; 
LWAEM(L) - Dry, Nil; POWETS 990 

(7.1.90) , Nil; LWETS - 422 (22.9.92), Nil. 
LWTEL - 545 (3.12.91), Nil; POWWA - 

409 00.3.93], Nil; LWWA - 549 (30.10.91), 


Deaths 


Lt Matthew Carl Raynham RM, 40 Cdo. 
Died from injuries sustained in road accident 
In Nottingham, Oct. 3. 


Admiral of the Fleet Sir William 
Staveley GCB. First Sea Lord 1985-89, 
served 1942-59. Ships: Ajax, Nigeria, 
Bermuda. Indomitable, Vanguard, HMY 
Britannia. Cavalier [H-bomb teste); Senior 
Officer 104th 6 6th Minesweeping Sqn., Far 
East (Brunei rebellion); Zulu (CO), Intrepid 
(CO), Albion (CO). As rear admiral. Director 
of Naval Plans 1074-76, Flag Officer Second 
Flotilla 1976-77, Flag Officer Carriers and 
Amphibious Ships 1977-70. As vice admiral, 
Vice Chief of Naval Staff 1980-52, C-in-C 
Fleet 1902-85. After retirement chaired North 
Thames Regional Health Authority, Chatham 
Dockyard Historic Trust, and Combined 
Services Equestrian Association. Member of 
NHS Policy Board 1994*96, Oct, 13, aged 68, 
Rear Admiral Richard Arthur James 
Owen CB, Director General Personal 
Services 1962-64 Joined RN 1927. Ships; 


Queen Elizabeth, Hawkins, London, 
Malcolm, Kent, Suffolk, Vindictive, 
Courageous, Cumberland, Phoenicia. 
Member of Association of RN officers Aged 

07. 

U H. W, (Ginger) Le Breton, served 
1922-48, joining as rating. Involved in so- 
called Invergordon Mutiny 1931 (HMS 
Dorsetshire) when sailors of Atlantic Fleet 
refused to take ships to sea over cut in pay 
Nevertheless, later commissioned as officer. 
Related his experiences this year In TV 
series Calf of the Sea. Other ships; 
Resolution, Ariadne, Vanquisher, Glorious, 
Basilisk, Hasty (Battle of Matapan), HMT 
Redwing, Defiance as Mining and Explosives 
Instructor. Landlord Of Dolphin Hotel, Old 
Portsmouth in 1950s and 1960S. Oct. 4, aged 
90 

Surgeon Capt Dr Macdonald Crttchley 

CBE, RNVR. Served in WWI 1917-18 and in 
1939-46 and as Consulting Neurologist to RN 
1939-77. President ol World Federation of 
Neurology 1965-73, former President of 


YG - Int 04.12.95), Nil; POV 


British Association of Neurologists, Master of 
the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries, tor 
mer Dean of the Institute of Neurology, mem 
bar of the General Medical Council Aged 97 
Cdr Arthur Sharpe SAN (retd), who as S 
African Navy liaison officer showed hospitali¬ 
ty to RN personnel on ships berthing at 
Simons Town 

Lt B, G. (Bertie) Ssrfoot RNVR. Ships: 
Cornelian. Pearl (CO), Oxslip (CO). Member 
of HMS Pearl 1935-46 Crew Association. 

Shipwright LI George Arthur Thomas 
BEM, apprenticed in 1918. Shtos included 
HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS Tormentor 
(1944) August 29, aged 94. 

Donald Horobln, served in minesweep¬ 
ers In WWII. ITN journalist 1960-64, retiring 
as Deputy Editor. Oct 14, aged 76 

Edwin Brock, served in HMS Indomitable 
during WWtL Poet whose publications includ¬ 
ed 1/wfo Lora from Judas . The Blocked Head, 
Song of the Battery Hen. Aged 69. 

John Cook, joined RNVR as ordinary 
seaman (HMS Sheffield, Atlantic and 


Traditional Naval Products - 

for gifts, awards and presentations 


Authentic Bosun's Calls 

Regulation Rrilish-made Naval calls expertly engraved 
with Name, Rank and Number ora message to a 
girlfriend elc, In presentation box wiih matching 5Q M 
neckchain, historical notes and a guide to piping. 

Beware non-function el and untuneahle imitations. 
Gold-plated call £27.50 Silver-plated call £24.95 
Brass/Copper call £19.95 Nickel-pi a led call £19.95 

Engraving 0.20 per line (up to 18 letters and spaces - 
capitals and numbers count as two). Up lo four limes (two 
each side). We also supply unengraved standard nickel 
calls at £13.50. 


Top Quality Ship's Bells 

Our ship’s bells are manufactured in the finest tradition - 
sand-cast in solid brass and hand-finished to a beautiful 
sheen. The specification and design is tightly-controlled 
to meet maritime requirements, the 8“ version being 
DoT approved and certificated for commercial use, 

4* H Ship's bell £17.95 
6" Ship's bell £39*95 
8 M Ship s helimso 
Engraving - eg vessel name, 
port and construe lion date, or 
achievement accolade 
4“ bells; £1.20 per letter, 

6&IT bells £1.65 per letter. 

Larger belt sizes 
art request. 


Ship's Bell Striking Clocks 

Sehatz are world-renowned for their traditional mechanical 
clocks, which slrike the ’Ship's Bells” watch system in the 
time-honoured way favoured by the Royal Navy. Solid brass 
case with glass from, 8-day mechanical movement, and two- 
year guarantee, Measures 7" diameter, 3%" front lo back, 
Sehatz Roval Mariner dock £325 
Sehatz barometer with thermometer (same size as clock) £199 


Catalogue of 200 naulicai artifacts and accessories also available 

TO ORDER call 01932 253333 or fax 0i932 241679 with your 
crediL/dcbit card details or post (cheques also welcome) to: 

Feny Point, Ferry Lane, Shepperton- 
on-Thames, TW17 9LQ, England 




ha. 


Postage & handling on alt orders (UK mainland, N. Ireland and Scottish Islands) £2,95 


NAVY NEWS looks back through Its 40 years 300 
pages to recall some of the November 
headlines of past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 



HMS THOROUGH was on a voyage which, it was 
believed, would make her the first submarine to 
circumnavigate the world. She had left Portugal in 
1949 to serve with the Fourth Submarine 
Squadron based in Sydney, Australia, and was 
due to return to the UK just before Christmas, 

30 years ago 

THE SINKING of the Israeli destroyer Elath by an 
Egyptian guided missile “aroused discussion on 
the RN’s capability in simitar circumstances”. The 
Elath - formerly HMS Zealous - was attacked off 
Sinai by a former Russian fast patrol craft 
equipped with Styx missiles which outranged 
every gun in the RN, 

A survey of tattooing in the Navy showed that 
eight out of ten ratings were tattooed during the 
first two years of service. Dislike of the Service 
was registered in only three cases, including a rat- 
ing who had / hate the Navy tattooed on his hand 
so that it showed when he saluted. 


20 years ago 


• A Sea Harrier is launched from an aircraft 
carrier with the aid of a ski-jump ramp whose 
development was announced in 1977. 


DRAMATIC Improvement in the Sea Harrier's per¬ 
formance was offered by a British invention 
planned for the Navy’s new aircraft carriers - a 
ski-jump f ramp designed to assist launch of the 
aircraft, allowing bigger payloads and the expen¬ 
diture of less fuel 

An RN diving team arrived in Egypt to help lift 
the country’s earliest Roman monument - the 
Temple of Augustus Caesar - from the waters 
which rose after the building of the Aswan Dam. 


SA - Ini (0,0.96), Nil; LWDSA - Int (25.7,96), 
- - ^eN(G) - pryJNH; Dry, Nil; 


2; POI 

PQNN 


(9-11-93), Nil; 

sa,-"* 1 


<Q) - Dry. 


(1742.96), 

LUM1AWW) - mi (21.2.97), 9; PO(AY 
Dry, Nil; LoM(AWl) - fnt 01.3,97), 
PO(UW) - Dry. m LOM(UW) ■ 
15.10.96), Nil; PO(EW) - Dry, 
_OM(EW) - Int (22,4.97). Nil; PO(MW 
05.7.97), Nil; LOM(MW) - Int 05.7,971 
PO(C) - Dry, Nil; LOM(C> ■ Ini (10 6 97) 
PO(SSM) - Dry, Nil; LOXMSSM) 
0,5,96), Nil; PO{TSM) - 95 (3,11,94) 


II 


LOMi 

400(1 


Int (24.10.95), Nil; PO(CSM) 
I), Nil; LOM(CSM) - Int (27.11,96) 


sian convoys) I 
was liaison officer between US Forces and 
RN in Italy. Headmaster Campbell College 
1954-71. Sept. 15, aged 64. 

Judge Giles Beet, joined RM in 1945 but 
contracted polio while serving in Singapore. 
Called to Bar in 1961, West Country circuit 
judge 1975-91 Aged 71. 

Don Ford, ex-AB and member of HMS 
Sheffield Association. Served 1941-42. 

John Purnell, ex-WORS, served 1961- 
91, Ships: Ursa, Victorious. Manxman, 
Yarmouth, Mermaki, Juno. Hermes, Tamar, 
Warrior. Royal Arthur, SACLA.NT (USA). 
RNLO Mombasa. Osprey (president of WOs 
and SRs Mess). Member of Thames Vbltey 
Police Sept 3. aged 51. 

Sidney Charles Smyth. ax-Supply PO, 
served 1918-33 (invalided). Ships: Orion 
(battleship), Tetrarch, Ambrose, Gomus, 
Queen Bizafreth, Eagle, Hastings. 
Wardroom Mess Secretary HMS Drake 
1943-67. Member of Orion Association. Aged 
95. 

Bill Edwards. ex-SPO, HMS Serene 
1945-46. Member Of HMS Serene 
Association Sect 22 

Michael John Du I son MBE, ex-WOMAA, 
served 1960-69: Raleigh, Excellent, Drake, 
Seahawk, SHAPE, Heron, Victory. Osprey, 
Vernon, Tamar, Nelson. MOD civilian until 
1995. Aged 58. 

Neal Kerr, ex-Navs Yeo. Member ot 
Algerines Association (HMS Cadmus 1942- 

44) . Sept. 26. 

FUchatti Crammer, ex-CERA, member of 
Algerines Association OHMS EspiogJe 1942- 

45) , Sept 24. 

Stephen Sharpe. ex-AB, served 1952- 
65. Ships: indefatigable, Red pole, 
Morecambe Bay. Maidstone. Protector, 
Meon July 24, aged 62. 

Arthur Brlgden, ax-POPTl. Member of 
London and Medway RNPTi Association. 
Aged 73. 

Sydney Jowwtt. ex-AB, served 1937-49 
Ships: Isis, Exeter (survivor); Far East ROW 
1942-45. Transferred to RFR 1946. 

Charles Fils K former principal photogra¬ 
pher at BRNC Dartmouth 1965-85. Sept, 11. 
aged 64. 

Tony OTspper) Spink, ex-AH 1960s & 
1970S- Member of the Aircraft Handlers' 
Association. Sept. 22. 

Stan F. Gunn, ex-PO Supply. Served in 
HMS Vigo 1949-52. Member Of HMS Vigo 
Association. Oct. 3, aged 86. 

Bob (Faff) Tinman, ex-AB. served 1946- 
54, Ships; Birmingham, Mermaid, Sept,, 
aged 71. 

Eddie CoiTle, ex-Seaman, Sept 19, aged 
77. 

Ronald William George Bertsreill, ex- 

AB (EM)t and leading patrolman. Ships: St 
Vincent. Chevron, Campania, President. 
Sept. 20, aged 66. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

U Cdr D. W. Austin Ships: Impulsive, 
Kittiwake. Wrangler, Chaplet, RNAS 
Bramcote. 

Lt Cdr (S) P. G- G, Bayty. Ships: Harifend 
Point, Jupiter, President, Phoenicia, Sea 
Eagle, St Vincem, Dolphin. 

Capt II. D. Bracslin. Ships: Tactician 
Truncheon, Tabard, Finwhale, Beachami 
Hermione, Liverpool, Dolphin, Osprey 
CINCFLEET 

First Officer M Carmichael WRNS 

Capt (E) J. O. H. Galrdner QBE. Ships 
Devonshire, Kent, Faufaner, Tyne, Ausonta 

LI Cdr P. D. Jones DSC. Ships 
illustrious. Eagle, Formidable, Furious 
Hannibal. Begum, Bambara, Magpie. 

Cdr (I) N, K, Kaufmenn. Ships 
Pembroke, Sea Eagle, RM Eastney. 

Lt Cdr (E> W, T. Morgan. Ships 
Liverpool, Eagle, Mull of Galloway 
Broadsword, St Angefo, Alert. Bettarophon 
Naiad, Victory 

U Cdr m T. P, O‘Callaghan. Ships 
Pathfinder, Chieftain, Newcastle, Grenville, 


Nil; POfWSM) - 378 (5.1.93), Nil; 
LOMfWSM) - 506 07,11,91), WH, 

The Basic Dates for female ratings in the 
following categories, which have no exami¬ 
nation for ffiia next higher rate, are applied in 
accordance with BR1066 Chapter 22: 
POWTEL - 685 (28.4.93), Nil. 

It should be noted that the number of 
B13s Issued in the female categories are 
those advanced from the female shore roster. 

All RO(T) and R0(6]i ratings who have 
passed for the higher rate, and who have 
completed or are yet to complete the cross- 
trained LROQC, have been transferred to the 
cross-trained LRO advancement roster. 


Vernon. Coltlngwood. 

Capt (5) R, P. Pater OBE. Ships: Kent, 
ya\ Oak, Seaborn, Arethusa, Mercury, 
\ Terror. 

Cdr (si A* S, Smith Ships: Eagle, 
President, St Vincent, Tiger, Gokforest. 

Cdr L H, Sllleman. Ships: Renown, 
Duke of ytork, Rodney. President, Vernon, 
Dolphin. 

Cdr (E) V, E. H, Vanatone. Ships: 
Resolution, Bonavanture. Nile, Mosquito, 
Manxman, President, Bermuda 

Cdr (E) A, B. Aldred. Ships: Encounter, 
Charybdls, Tana, Zephyr, President. 

Lt (S) C. D. Cocking. Ships: Tyne, 
Gamecock, Diligence, Adamant, Phoenicia, 

Ralelg h 

Lf Cdr F. Fin lay son MBE. Ships: Duke of 
York. Aurora, Formidable. Daedalus 

Cdr F. J. G. Kewttt DSC, Ships: Clan 
Line. Bulldog, Bricolpriori. Gleaner, Rifleman, 
Abbotsinch.Tleptune. 

Lt Cdr R. B, Lunberg. Ships: Glasgow, 
Ark Roval, Illustrious, and RNASs Gosport 
and Culoro&e, 

Lt Cdr C. Murray. Ships: Hermes, 
Excellent, Bherinda, Gan net. Albatross, 
Daedafus. 

Cnpt W. J. Parsons VRD, RNVR. Ships: 
Prosper! ne, Scylla, Squid 

Commissioned Stores Officer 0. E. 
Pearce. HMS Orlando. 

Lt Cdr (E) D. G. P. Roberts. Ships: 
Zebra, Chieftain, Sanderiing, Martin. Ariel. 

LI Col P. A, Spttall RM. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

C. Beiemer (Kees) Royal Netherlands 
Navy, Pwllheli. Served in HMS Glendower, 
SepLlS. 

Mrs F, D. Pritchard, Pwllheli OARNNS 
1942-46. Sept 18. 

Jack Broad bant, Bloxwld'i. Ex-Air Art 
Ships: Gosling. Cormorant, Implacable, Aged 
74. 

Alan SmHti, former secretary and chair¬ 
man, Luton & Dunstable and of White Ensign 
Association, Bath. Sapt. 12, aged 71. 

Chris Hudson, Bury St Edmunds Ex- 
Yeo. served 1940-46. Ships Included HMS 
Swtftsure. Aged 79. 

Ernie Fleming. Basildon. Aug, 31, 

Bill Davies. Chepstow & District Veteran 
of Yangtse Incident (HMS Amethyst, wound¬ 
ed). Sept. 3. aged 65. 

U Cdr Laurence (Larry) O'Sullivan, 
Cork & County. Ships: Afridi, Exeter, Eagle. 
Ex-Far East ROW. 

Con Powell, Cork & County, Ex-CPO. 

George James Bertram Bailey, 
Femdown. Ex-DEMS rating, served 1942-46. 
Sept 13, aged 74 

Harvey Rawlinson, Wallasey. Ships 
included HMS Sparrow. 

Alan Adame, associate member 
Wallasey. 

Frank Barnard, associate member. 
Wallasey, 


Swop drafts 


LWSTD Allen, 4L1 Moss, HMS Fearless, 
BFPG 203. will Swop tar any saa drafL 

OM(AW)1 L Bennett, 30 Mess, HMS 
Newcastle, BFPO 343, deploying Nov. 17. 
Wifi swop for any Portsmouth ship not 
deploying. 

OMCt White, 6G Port Mess, HMS 
Illustrious, will swop for any Plymouth ship, or 
possibly shorn draft. 

OM(AW)1 Chisholm, HMS Manchester. 
BFPO 331, will swop for any ship not deploy¬ 
ing. 

OM(EW)1 A, A, Naden (GOP framed). 
HMS Newcastle, BFPO 343, deploying Nov, 
17. Will swop for any Portsmouth ship not 

FcSffl'CMlttt, 6P Mess. BFPO 305 (or 
0171 222 6650 after Dec ), drafted HMS King 
Alfred, Dec. Will swop for LFS Gibraltar or 
other foreign draft 

STD A. Hemp son, 26 Man Mess, HMS 
Lancaster, BFPO 323, will consider any 
Plymouth ship. 

WEM(O) M T. Done, 3HA Mess, HMS 
Campbeltown, BFPO 248, drafted HMS 
Edinburgh March. Will swop for any Plymouth 
ship deploying or not. 

GM1(C) A. Gill HMS Coltlngwood ext 
2615, drafted HMS Cromer (Faslane) until 
Aug. 99. Will swop for any Type 22/23. 
Plymouth or Portsmouth, preferably deploy¬ 
ing, 

MEM(M) Geraghty, HMS Drake ext 
65229/65220, drafted HMS Atheretone, Feb. 
Will swop tor any Plymouth ship or shore 
draft. 

AB(D) Bamttl, HMS Cromer, BFPO 260 
(Faslane), will swop for any Portsmouth ship 
not deploying. 

LRO(G) Willingham. HMS Scott. BFPO 
381 (small ships trained, billet tor LQM(C) or 
LRO). Will swop (Jan./Feb.) for coastal sur¬ 
vey vessel, HMS Orwell, or MCM2 consid¬ 
ered. 

WWTH Rose, HMS Drake ext 67465, 
drafted FOSM, HMS Naptuna, Feb. Will swop 
for any Plymouth area draft, 

LWSA Ward, 4L1 Mess, HMS Fearless, 
HMNB Portsmouth ext 22760, drafted HMS 
Neptune (ext 6503). Nov. 17. Wifi swop for 
any Portsmouth shore base. 

AB(R) Preston. 3H2 Mess, HMS Boxer, 
BFPO 232 (Devonport ext 554070), drafted 
HMS Fearless. Dec. 1. Will swop tor any 
Devonport ship. 

“ —2S Stbd Mess, HMS 


Margaret Patricia (Pat) Wingate, 

Falmouth. Ex-POWren driver 1939-45 based 
at HMS Forte and Falmouth. Aged 83. 

Rene Jarvla, Letchworth. Aged 84. 
James B, G. (Bari) Lawford, Kingston 
upon Thames. Ex-PO(SM), served 1936-52. 
Ships: Funous. Gambia. Jamaica, Raleigh. 
Howe, Orion, \fcnguard, HDLs 1072 and 
1076, ML 367, LSI 76. Sept. 5, aged 77 
Peggy sinfield, Hastings. Ex-WRNS, 
Served in Dover Patrol Service area, WWII. 


n,f 


gill Pratt, founder member and former 
chairman Uxbridge. Ex-PO Sto. Ships: 
Furious, Rower-class corvettes and 10th 
Destroyer Flotilla. 

Bill Russell, Headingtey. Father of first 
CO of HM submarine Vanguard, 

Jack Woodall, founder member Reel 
Street, Ex-PO dhrar. Member of Royal British 
Legion. 

Bernard (Semi*) Hurmaaon, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells. Dunkirk veteran; ships 
included HMS Erabus. Aug. 27, aged 79. 


Bvonport s 

LCH 5, i 

York, BFPO 430. deploying March. Will swop 
for any non-deploying Portsmouth ship, but 
Devonport ship considered. 

CWEMfO) Burge. CPOs Mess, HMS 
Brave, BFPO 233. drafted HMS Nelson, Main 
Gate, Feb. Will swop for any West Country 
draft. 

LOMfAWW) Ughtfoot, HMS Victory, 
HMNB Portsmouth, drafted HMS Illustrious, 
Dec, S. Will swop tor any Portsmouth ship 
deploying or not - can swop with LS(M) or 
LWEM(d), 

LCH Bailey. HMS Fearless, BFPO 253, 
drafted HMS Nepfone. Feb 1 Will swop for 
any Portsmouth shore draft 

WSA Watt*. HMS Cornwall, BFPO 256 
(Devonport ext 53300), drafted RNAS 
Cuklrose, Jan. 20. Will consider any other 
draft. 

WQM(UW)2 Robert*. 3 Mess, HMS 
Grafton, BFPO 291. Will swop for any 
Plymouth Type 23, 

LWEMti) Stanbury (1007, STAFU. TGG, 
TGN, RICE 2. PJTs), CFM Portsmouth, 
Centre 454, drafted HMS Penzance, 
Faslane, March 24. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth small ship, frigate or destroyer. 

WSA Andrews, HMS Raleigh ext 41671. 
drafted HMS Seahawk, Jan, 6, Will consider 
any non air station draft, 

CHI Marshall 20P Mess. HMS 
Southampton, BFPO 369, drafted HMS 
Drake, end of Feb. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth shore base, including London, 
and will consider RNAS Cuklrose. 

Salvaged gun 

A WORU3 War 1 Navat gun sal¬ 
vaged from a merchant ship sunk 
in 1917 has been donated to the 
Royal Armouries Museum at Fort 
Nelson, Hampshire. 

The 131b gun armed the cargo 
ship Namur, sunk by a U-boat 60 
miles east of Gibraltar, It was sal¬ 
vaged in 1995 along with the ves¬ 
sel's cargo of precious metals. 








































• Left: Edward Teach , aka 
Bfackbeard put burning fuses 
under his hat to strike fear into 
his victims. 


Blackbeard’s ship the Queen 
Anne's Revenge may have been 
found near Beaufort, North 
Carolina, where it sank in 1718 
after the Royal Navy finally 
caught up with the most infa¬ 
mous pirate of all. Now there is 
talk of a film starring Sean 
Connery - with Kevin Costner 
as an RN lieutenant. 

Author David Cordingly, an 
expert on piracy and a former 
keeper at the National Maritime 
Museum, tells the story of the 
last fight of Edward Teach. 


• Blackboard's silvered skull - said to have been 
used as a drinking mug in the bars of the North 
Carolina coast - is currently on display at the 
Mariner s Museum, Newport News, Virginia. 


W hen the wreck 
of a pirate 
ship was 
located off 
the Beaufort 
Inlet on the 
coast of North Carolina, arte¬ 
facts recovered from the seabed 
included a brass blunderbuss, 
several cannon balls, a sounding 
lead and a ship's bell inscribed 
with the date 1709. 

The nature of these and the posi¬ 
tion of the wreck have led experts to 
believe that they have found the 
Queen Anne's Revenge , the most 
famous pirate ship of her day. 

Her commander was Captain Edward 
Teach, better known as Blackbeard, who 
terrorised the east coast of Am erica until 
he was hunted down by an expedition 
mounted by the Royal Navy. 

The finding of the ship has coincided 
with an upsurge of interest in pirates in 
the United States. Hollywood is plan¬ 
ning a major film on Blackbeard with 
Sean Connery playing the pirate captain 
and Kevin Costner as the Naval Hen- 
tenant who tracked him down. 

A four-hour mini-series 1 Pi rate Telex' 
was recently broadcast by TBS and there 
are several other television documen¬ 
taries in the pipeline. 

An exhibition entitled Under the Black 
Flag: life among the pirates is currently on 
display at The Mariners Museum, 
Newport News, Virginia where it is 
drawing record crowds. 

The exhibits include a skull coated 
with silver which is reputed to be that of 
Blackbeard, some of the evocative paint¬ 
ings of pirates and buccaneers by 
Howard Pyle, and a formidable collec¬ 
tion of weapons. 

Blackbeard was a larger-than-life 
character who deliberately cultivated a 
terrifying image. Originally from Bristol, 
he was described by a sea captain who 
encountered him as “a tall, spare man 
with a very black beard which he wore 
very long". 

He went into battle with three 
pairs of pistols hanging in hol¬ 
sters across his chest and stuck 
lighted tapers under his hat 
Which billowed smoke so that he 
appeared to his victims like a 
demon from hell. 

After he had blockaded the town of 
Charleston and plundered all the ships 
in the harbour, the Governor of Virginia 
issued a reward of £100 for his capture, 
dead or alive. Lt Robert Maynard of 
HMS Pearl was commissioned to lead a 
force of naval volunteers to find him. 

On 17 November 1718 Maynard set 
off with 60 men in two small vessels and 
spent several days searching the coast 
and offshore islands of Pamlico Sound, It 
took him four days to locate 
Blackbeard’s ship, which was anchored 
among the shallows of Ocrocoke Inlet. 


Maynard attacked at dawn, but lost 
the element of surprise when both his 
vessels ran aground, Blackbeard, who 
had been drinking heavily, emerged on 
deck and shouted: “Damn you for vil¬ 
lains, who are you?” 

When Maynard told him he intended 
to board him as soon as he could, 
Blackbeard swore “Damnation seize my 
soul if I give you quarter!” 

The rising tide helped the Naval ves¬ 
sels to float free but as they approached 
the pirate ship Blackbeard let loose a 
murderous broadside of swan shot and 
iron nails which killed seven sailors and 
wounded ten more. 

Maynard pressed on and succeeded in 
boarding the pirate ship. A ferocious 
fight took place, at the height of which 
Maynard engaged Blackbeard in a hand- 
to-hand duel. 

The huge Figure of the pirate captain 
seemed impervious to cuts and shots 
until a Highlander took a swing at him 
with his broadsword and cut off nis head. 
When Maynard examined the 
body he found it had been hit by 
five pistol shots and had 20 
severe cutlass wounds. 
According to local legend, when 
the headless corpse was thrown 
overboard it swam around the 
ship three times before sinking .„ 
The remaining pirates pm up a des¬ 
perate fight before surrendering in the 
face of overwhelming numbers" When 
the second Naval vessel came alongside, 
the decks were running with blood and 
strewn with dead and dying men. 

Maynard sailed back to the James 
River with the head of the most famous 
pirate on the American coast slung 
beneath the bowsprit. As he dropped 
anchor opposite HMS Pearl, he received 
a nine-gun salute from the great guns of 
the warship. 

In the years around 1720 there were 
some 2,000 pirates operating in the 
Caribbean and along the American 
coast. The local merchants and gover¬ 
nors of the colonies sent a stream of 
complaints to London demanding that 
warships be sent out to deal with the 
pirate menace which was seriously dis¬ 
rupting trade. 

A number of vicious attacks by 
pirates such as Bartholomew 
Roberts and the sadistic 
Edward Low caused the authorities to 
act. 

The Admiralty ordered warships to be 
despatched to Virginia, Jamaica and the 
Leeward Islands. Most of these were rel¬ 
atively small vessels of 2(3 or 30 guns but, 
with their disciplined crews, they were 
more than a match for most of the pirate 
sloops and were capable of blowing them 
out of the water. 

Within a few years the pirates were on 
the run. The death of Blackbeard and 
the subsequent trial and hanging of the 
surviving members of his crew was the 
Royal Navy's first major success, but it 
was followed by a number of equally 


# Above: Ah, Jim lad ...' Robert 
Newton , the screen s definitive 
buccaneer after he starred as 
Long John Silver in Disney's 
Treasure island, more or less 
reprised the role in the 1952 
fifm Blackbeard the Pirate 


spectacular actions. 

Soon the bodies of pirates hanging on 
gibbets were a familiar sight at the 
entrance to seaports around the Atlantic 
coast. 

By 1730 piracy had ceased to be a seri¬ 
ous problem in the West - but it contin¬ 
ued to flourish in the East. 


F or centuries, shipping passing 
through the Indonesian islands 
was at the mercy of Malay and 
Dyak pirates, 

Chinese pirate fleets led by the formi¬ 
dable Mrs Cheng virtually ruled the 
South China Seas in the years around 
1800. 

And even in the past decade there has 
been a steady stream of pirate attacks in 
the Malacca Straits, many accompanied 
by brutal violence and murder. 

In the circumstances it is perhaps sur¬ 
prising that piracy has acquired such a 
romantic image and come to be associat¬ 
ed with children's stories of buried trea¬ 
sure and one-legged pirates stumping 
around with parrots on their shoulders. 


BLACKBOARD’ 
STIRS AGAIN! 


GHOST 
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Options 



Education and Courses 




BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, 
FAREHAM. PO!7 5BL 


Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 
Nursery school; rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 
GIRLS' BOARDING FACILITY NOW AVAILABLE 
Family atmosphere ★ Large Sports Grounds ¥ Strong Forces Link 
For fun details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 
Please Telephone; Fareham (01329) 280955 , Charity 30/346 


f 




STOVER SCHOOL 

For Girls 



Providing excellence in 
education since 1932 

Pull, We ekly & Pay B oardi n g Sc h ool for G irls 



\ 


Excellent South Devon School, 30m in from 
Plymouth & 3 hours from Portsmouth. 
Excellent facilities & happy atmosphere. 
Service Children in all year groups. 


Low fees & 90% + pass rates in examinations. 
For a prospectus or turtherdetails please contact: 

The Headmaster, Stoyer School, Newton Abbot 
T012 6QG Tel: (016261354505 


ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY \ 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 


DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2’/2 -18 



High Academic Standard 
ir Dyslexia Unit 

★ Drama A Speciality 

★ Single Bedrooms 



Telephone for a prospectus: 01752 201350 

A Charity providing quality education for children. 
Registered Charity number 300736 



BOYS & GIRLS 348 
Day & Boarding 

\94? 

- ^9^ - 

EMBLEY PARK 

The “Value Added” SCHOOL 

renowned for maximising potential 


Romsey 

Hampshire $051 6ZE 
Tel: 01794 512206 
Fax: 01794 518737 

Registered Charity existing 
to educate children 


THE 

DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 

♦ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army 

♦ 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers 
+ Caring family atmosphere 

♦ Pupil: Teacher ratio 10: 1. Average class size 16 

+ Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC, National Diploma, 

GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

♦ Low fees of £275 per term whether serving or retired 

♦ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 

Further enquires to: 

Headmaster * The Duke of York’s School 
Dover CT15 5EQ 

Phone: (01304) 245024 



BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 1MB 


* A well disciplined friendly, caring environment with individual attention 

* Excellent academic opportunities 

* Over 30 extia curricular activities 

* Christian Ethos 

*14 Advanced Level subjects plus NYQ and GNVQ offered 

* One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders 

* Bursaries available for service children 

For further details please contact Mrs Collins 01626 774 1 38 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 

BUCKERIDCH ROAD • TE1CNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ148LY 
TEL (01026) 774138 

Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of cluldren 
Member of ISA — Reg Charily No 276960 — Accredited by 15JC ^ 



WYKEHAM HOUSE 
SCHOOL 



INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS 2 s /-- 16 


j ’Choo v 

A registered educational charity 
No.307339 


At Wykeham House we offer 


* a tradition of single sex education 

* a happy yet stimulating environment 

* a broad and balanced curriculum 

* small class sizes to ensure personal attention 

* a partnership between home and school 

* a commitment to extra-curricular activities 

* modem Information Technology suites 

* excellent GCSE results 

* ADDITIONAL NURSERY FACILITIES 
OPENED IN SEPTEMBER 1997 


FOR MORE INFORMATION contact: 

The Headmistress at 

EAST STREET, FAREHAM, HANTS P016 0BW 
TEL: 01329 280178 OR FAX: 01329 823964 


TO ADVERTISE ~ 01705 724226 


Newlands 

An education for life 

Day & hoarding for girls and boys 2 l h - IS years 

* Fees in line with the BSA 

* A high percentage of 
FORCES boarders 

* One 21 acre campus 

* High academic standards 
ISA 1996 Best GCSE Results 

* Quality art, drama & music 

* Strong sporting tradition 

* Our DYSLEXIA Centre 
offers specialist teaching 

* Supportive caring family 
atmosphere 

Travel and escort arrangements include airports, Fareham. 

Romsey, Alders hoi. Maidstone and Victoria Station. 

Tel: Susan on (01323) 490000 

for a brochure or tu arrange a visit. Fax (01323) 898420 


Newlands School, Eastbourne Road* Seaford, E. Sussex, BN25 4NP 
Newlands provides education for boys &. girls. Reg. Charity No, 297606 




ORDER FORM 


Raise your Glasses 


a I Christmas time 


Navy News has added to their range 
of exquisite glass ware. 

Lead or clear crystal, each item lias 
been engraved with the Royal Navy 

Crown to enhance its ^ - 

appeal as gift / 

or keepsake. /tj ( \ 

This lovely I I ^ : |L 

glassware is V V ® 

presented in | t ", - j 

a maroon \l 1 1 1 ° , 


satin-lined box 
for the perfect 
finishing touch. 


QTY UNIT 
PRICE 


£23,99 


TOTAL 

PRICE 


Name: 

Address: 


Postcode:.—........... 

Tel: ....................... 

D CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD Reproduced wllfc Ihr permission of (he 
Controller pf HMSO 

I enclose my cheque/P.0, totalling £ made 

payable to Navy News or please debit my Access/ Visa 
/MasterCard /Delta /Switch, 

My Card number is 

I III II I I II III I I I II U 

Expiry Date: .... 

Switch Issue .................Signature: ............... 

Please send completed order form with remittance to: 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS . HMS NELSON, 
QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH. POl 3HH 
TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149 

Available to readers outside the UK. Please write/phone 
for postage costs and payment details. 


AH prices include PAR 

For details on prices for Surface Mail Abroad and Air Mail 

Tel: 01705 826040 

PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


) Round Liqueur Decanter 


i Kent Flute Glass 


£46.95 


► Mini Quadra Decanter 8t two tots 


i Miniaiure Ma Fleur Vase 


£32-99 


£15.99 


i Celebrity Cut Posy Bowl 


2 Strauss Whiskey 


£38.95 


Yorkshire Tankard 


£29.95 


£23.99 


£42.59 


DESCRIPTION 

Kent Wine Glass 
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Recruitment and Business Opportunities 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 
Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specialists in C.V& 

• Convert Service Docs to civvy Jargon 

• Individually Tailored by Human 

Resource Professional 

• Quality Comes as Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

82, LangdaJe Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEL/FAX: (01752) 700659 


LEAVING THE 
SERVICE? 


National Company requires 
entrepreneurs of all ranks to 
develop their own rewarding 
business. 

No risk, very high earning 
potential, with full support 
and training 

For information 
Telephone 0191 2479521 


(leaving the service?j 


Train to be a Technical 
Author with out top quality 
distance learning courser 
Learn at your own pace! 

For dtruih compel, 

THE COLLEGE OF 
TECHNICAL 
AUTHORSHIP 

Ref \N4, P.O, Box 7 
Cheudle, Cheshire 
SK8.3BY 

''w. 061 437 4235 

h-nuit 1'nntkA W cjlnlm.u-nlf 


FIRM SECURITY 


jmpar 

has vacancies throughout the UK, 

Wage is £4.00 per hour rising to £5.25 per hour, 
if you are smart , fit and enthusiastic we would like to 
see you. 

Please telephone 01933 671000 for a full 
information pack. 

in addition we offer a two day residential training 
course to BS7499 standards, uniform provided and 
excellent career prospects plus 4 weeks paid 
holiday per year 


Navy JOBS IN NEW ZEALAND 


youl/go places 



The Royal New Zealand Navy is currently looking for 
service persons or recent ex-service persons to 


* Chief Petty Officer and Petty 
Officer Marine Fitters. 

* Petty Officer and Leading 
Radio Fitters 


fill the following vacancies: 

* Petty Officer and Leading 
Control Fitters 

* Petty Officer and Leading 
Weapon Fitters 


* Petty Officer and Leading 
Radar Plotters 

* Leading Radio Operators 



For further information send your Curriculum Vitae to 

THE HEAD, NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF, 
NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, 
HAYMARKET, LONDON, SW1Y 4TQ 


A Career in Technical Authorship 


There is a constant demandfor technical authors throughout 
industry. If you have a technical background, a qualification in 
technical authorship can open up the prospect of a new and 
rewarding career, for details of a comprehensive Open learning 
course , leading to recognised qualifications in this field, send for 
free information pack to: 

TUTORTEX SERVICES NN14 
Freepost, Ulveniton. Cumbria LA 12 78R. Teh 01229 586323 

E-mail iitl^tntartrt.dcumi.to,uk 


FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITIES 

* Proven business system 
* Low investment 
* Advertising 
St Local support 
* Tremendous Growth 
Potential. 


PREMIER 

SHREDDING 


To find out more, call 

0845 6010551 (local rate) 



How the Open 
University can 
aid your career 

ABOUT 75 per cent of Open University students are 
in employment, and many of those are studying to 
further their careers. 


The OU recognises the 
importance of national occupa¬ 
tional standards of perfor¬ 
mance to individuals in the 
workplace as well as their 
organisations. 

Based on standards developed 
by industry and supported by pro¬ 
fessional. educational and training 
bodies. National (and Scottish) 
Vocational Qualifications have 
been established to help assess an 
individual's competence in the 
workplace. 

Studying an QU course will not 
in itself gain you an NVQ, but a 
selection of eoursework can 
provicc valuable evidence for 
assessment, and can demonstrate 
your knowledge and understand- 
ing- 

Courses and study packs with 
links to MVQs are offered in man¬ 
agement, educational manage¬ 
ment, training and development, 
health and social welfare, environ¬ 
mental conservation, information 
technology, and design. 

Lor further information contact 


>-OIL RIGS< 

- The Essentia! Guide - 

FOR ANYONE WHO 15 INTERESTED 
IN WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS 
AND DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO 
START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER 
NEED ABOUT OIL RIGS, 

• BOOKS TODAY * 
01253 869808 

S Clegg Ave. Thornton-Cleveleys. 
Lancs, FYB 1BJ. UK. 


one of the OU's regional centres in 
London, Oxford, Bristol. 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Camb¬ 
ridge, Leeds, Manchester, 
Newcastle, Cardiff, Edinburgh. 
Belfast, or East Grinstead. 

On the verge 
of retiring? 

ANSWERS to hundreds of 
questions that people nearing 
retirement commonly ask are 
contained in The Good Non- 
Retirement Guide (Kogan 
Page, £14.99) by Rosemary 
Brown. 

The 544-page paperback 
covers everything from finan¬ 
cial planning and ways of 
improving home security, to 
starting your own business 
and enjoying your leisure. 

Its author, a former BBC 
radio journalist, is now manag¬ 
ing director of a marketing and 
business development consul¬ 
tancy. 


NAVY NEWS NOTICE 
TO READERS 

The publishers of Navy Rem cannot 
accept responsibility for the accuracy of 
any advertisement or tor any fosses 
suffered by any readers as a result 
Reeders are strongly recommended to 
make their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any 
money or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 


SIEMENS Siemens Plessey Systems 

Field Service Engineers 


Isle of Wight 

Competitive salary package plus benefits 


The name Siemens is synonymous around the world with excellence in 
engineering, innovation and technology. As part of this group of companies, 
Siemens Plessey Systems is a leading supplier of radar and communications 
equipment for a wide range of commercial and defence applications. 

With business sharply on the increase, we now need two Principal Field Service 
Engineers to provide vital systems support within our Field Services Department 
on the isle of Wight, with responsibility for the commissioning, installation 
and maintenance of Siemens Plessey radar systems, as well as those from 
other origins. 

This will be a highly challenging role, requiring you to liaise with customers, install 
equipment, including electronics assemblies, mechanical parts and structures, 
and set the equipment to work to the appropriate specifications. You will be 
working to tight deadlines and budgets, to relevant specifications and legislations. 
You will also have financial and supervisory responsibiiities. 


Qualified to at least FINC level in electronics or FIM forces equivalent, you 
will be PC literate, and have experience in electronics testing, Radar, GAG, 
Comms, HF Connms and other related systems. Experience of Siemens Plessey 
Systems Naval products would be a distinct advantage. You will have excellent 
planning and organisational skills, together with a high level of technical 
competence. Self-sufficiency and confidence are also important, as is the flexibility 
to be able to travel and work in locations around the world for extended periods 
of time. 

In return, we offer a generous package including the option to join the Siemens 
Benefits Scheme and the Siemens Health Care Scheme. 

So, if you’re ready for a challenging role with one of the biggest engineering 
companies in the world, send your CV stating current salary details to: Miss Nicola 
Tennant, Personnel Officer, Siemens Plessey Systems, Newport Road, Cowes, 

Isle of Wight PQ31 8PF, Closing date for applications: 21st November 1997. 












































Veteran 
earns 
national 
vest 


NAVY Veteran Bob 
Chapman (Heron) has 
been picked as first 
reserve to run for England 
at the international cross¬ 
country race to be held in 
Northern Ireland this 
month* 

Bob has been an active 
Navy athlete for over 30 years 
and was the RN 5,000m cham¬ 
pion several times in the 
1970s and has represented 
Devon and the Combined 
Services on the track and over 
the country. 

Bob also finished his track 
season at the end of 
September with a fine win in 
the British Veterans inter-area 
match at Solihull Running for 
South West Counties in the 
5,000m, Bob was a clear win¬ 
ner in 16m 52 on a warm, 
humid day. 

□ Claire Norsworthy 
(CINCFLEET) broke her per¬ 
sonal best by two minutes 
wtth a time of 37m 22 in the 
Kruf Cardiff tOkm. 

Taff John (Coilingwood) ran 
a solid 2hrs 45 in the Berlin 
Marathon and, over totally dif¬ 
ferent terrain, Mark 
Gooderidge (Excellent) was 
8th in the Butser Hill Race in 
32m 14s. 

In the Midland Area 6 stage 
road race at Birmingham, top 
Navy runners Gary Gerrard 
(CTCRM) and George Roper 
(Heron) helped Bristol to 4th 
place while In the Great South 
Run (10m) Al Rich recorded 
55m 11s (38th), Tim Watson 
55m 43s (46th) and Jimmy 
Young 55m 54s (51st), Chris 
Cook (HQ&S RM) finished 5th 
in the Brixham 10km in 33m. 



Successful season 
for sporting Wrens 


• Wrens Navy Cup Soccer Champions 19S7 HMS Suhan T pic¬ 
tured with their coach t LPT Jeremy Webb. 


SPORTS women from HMS 
Sultan were victorious in 
three major competitions 
over the summer months. 

In the first 11-a-side Navy 
Soccer Cup for women, the 
Sultan team began with a 13- 
nil annihilation of HMS Dryad, 
with some outstanding play 
from WAEA Becky Webb, 
POWren Aliie Falrey, POWren 
Chrissy Proud ley and LWWTR 
Claim Watts, simply unmatch- 
able* 

In the quarter-final they 
faced stlffer opposition 


Knockout blow 
by Portsmouth 


PORTMOUTH is cele¬ 
brating its first victory in 
the Intercommand 
Soccer Cup for 14 years* 

Goals from POPT Paul 
Barton and CPO Steve 
Johnson saw them to a 2-0 vic¬ 
tory over Naval Air Command. 

The competition reverted to a 
knockout and plate format for the 
first time in many years and the 
plate competition was won by the 
Royal Marines. 

The first intercommand for 
women was held, and a team from 
NAG, Meet, Scotland and outsta- 
tions won the title after playing on 
a league basis against teams from 
Plymouth and Portsmouth. 


COMMAND 

SOCCER 


Their performances were very 
encouraging and bode well for the 
future of women's football. 

The competition was trans¬ 
ferred to RNAS Yeovilton at fairly 
short notice and the RNFA 
Committee put the smooth run¬ 
ning of the competition down to 
the hard work of Lt Micky Norford 
and all his staff. 

Capt Graham Robinson, in his 
last engagement as Chairman of 
the RNFA, presented the cup and 
mementoes to the Portsmouth 


Command team while the new 
Chairman, Capt David Tall, pre¬ 
sented mementoes to the women’s 
teams. 

□ RNFA Referee PO David 
Finch achieved another milestone 
in his sporting career when he was 
chosen as reserve official for the 
FA Carling Premiership match 
between Southampton and Spurs 
at the Dell on Oct 25, 

David, of North Comer Group, 
Portsmouth* started refereeing in 
1984 after a course nan by the RN 
Referees Society's CC Stuart Gay 
on HMS Hermione. while on Gulf 
Patrol 

PO Finch has also officiated in 
FA Cup and FA Vase competi¬ 
tions. 


against Coilingwood but even 
their county standard keeper 
could prevent a 7-1 defeat to 
put Sultan into the semis 
against HMS Nelson. 

After several close calls, 
Claire Watts put Sultan ahead, 
and by half time the score was 
6-0. When the tally reached 11 
Nelson capitulated and Sultan 
were through to the final 

The final took place at HMS 
Drake against a hard-fighting 
HMS Seahawk. On a wind¬ 
swept pitch Sultan set about 
the opposition, battling for 
every lose ball. After a brave 
fight Seahawk lost 5-0 and 
Sultan’s name becomes the 
first on the Trophy. 

RESULTS: PLAYED 4 WOW 4 LOST 0 
GOALS FOR 36 GOALS AGAINST 1. 

Sultan girls also travelled to 
HMS Raleigh to defend their 
title as the reigning Women’s 
inter-unit soccer six-a-srdes. 

Seahawk, Neptune, Raleigh 
and Osprey were dismissed in 
some fine play before the 
break, with LWWTR Claire 
Watts scoring the first of four 
hat tricks and POWren 
Proud ley scoring after just 3 
seconds against Osprey. 

HMS Brave and HMS 
Warrior were the next victims 
before Sultan faced Seahawk 
again after they fought they 
way back in by finishing run¬ 
ners-up in League B. 

After a hard-fought but 
entertaining match, Sultan 
proved that the trophy still 
rightly belonged to them by 
wmntng 3-0. 

RESULTS: PLAYED 7 WON 7 LOST 0 
GOALS FOR 30 GOALS AGAINST 0. 

And after a highly charged 
final of the Women's Navy 
Cup Volleyball, Sultan beat 
HMS Warrior by three sets to 
one to become the the first 
team in the competition’s his¬ 
tory to achieve three succes¬ 
sive victories. 


Sultan supplies seven champs 


EIGHT out of 1 i boxers from 
HMS Sultan reached the 
finals of the Portsmouth Area 
Boxing Championships and 
seven became area champi¬ 
ons, 

MEM Akram won the ban¬ 
tamweight title in a walkover, 
then stepped up a grade to lake 
on Illustrious's champion, LSTD 
Ferris, in a special bout. 

After three gruelling rounds 
fought at a furious pace. Ferns 
w on a close majority decision. 

Next, MEM Kavanagh’s fast 
punching was too much for 
Coilingwood s OM Finnan and 


the referee stopped the fight after 
just 1 min 15s, 

MEM Morduc’s awkward 
southpaw style and speed had OM 
Foster covering up throughout 
their 3x2 min contest and a devas¬ 
tating right hand, left hook combi¬ 
nation forced the ref to stop the 
fight to save further punishment. 

Bout six saw MEM McCall take 
on experienced boxer OM 
Co 3 b o u r n e (Collin gw oo d). 

McCall attacked from the bell to 
try to fluster the stylish 
Coulbornc, but was caught by a 
straight right from which he was 
unable to recover. 

MEM Coleman was the next 


Sultan boxer into the ring and his 
fast combination punching and 
clever ringerafl earned him a 
unanimous decision, and "best 
boxer' of the evening, 

AEM Black’s rugged power hit¬ 
ting tactics were too much for the 
brave LS Shepherd (Illustrious) 
and the referee stopped the con¬ 
test after two rounds as the non¬ 
stop barrage took its toll. 

At superheavyweight, LMEA 
Law, weighing in at 14st 2 took on 
WEM Robinson weighing in at 
I7st 6. t he two giants both stood 
their ground, throwing heavy 
punches until a straight right hand 
from Robinson caught Law clean 


on the chin, leaving the Sultan 
boxer unable to continue. 

Additional bouts saw 
Coilingwood’s light heavyweight 
OM Malony beat Excellent's Cpl 
Tolley, and Birmingham’s AB 
Jumuer defeat Scotland's LMEA 
Shaw 

As Sultan team captain McCall 
lifted the trophy, in celebration, 
Sui tan Port mouth Command 
coach Q' Shillingford praised all 
the boxers in the competition. 

He is now forming the com¬ 
mand team to box at the RN 
Novice Championships on 
Thursday November 13 at HMS 
Nelson, starting at 1930. 



• Portsmouth Area light mid¬ 
dleweight champion MEM 
Cofeman was named best 
boxer after his victory over 
Excelient's AB Hursthouse. 


Formby proves another stern test 


DESPITE some excellent performances from Navy 
golfers, the overall strength of the Army and RAf 
won through at the interserviccs championships at 
Formby Golf Club writes Cdr Gary Skinns. 

The Navy had recently lost by the narrowest margin to 
the Civil Service over the testing links at Formby and the 
excellent course proved to he another stern test for the 
Services' top golfers. 

The RAF played some fine golf in winning both their 
matches and deservedly won the championship for the first 
time since 1992. 

The first day saw the Navy, this year's host Service, play 
the RAF. The morning foursome saw a 34 victory for the 
airmen, but with two matches going to the final green, and 
our opponents sinking a put from off the final green, the 
score could quite easily have been reversed. 

The Navy's top pairing of WEMM Alistair Westbury (St 
Vincent) and PMAScotl Gilbert (DMTC Aldershot) pro¬ 
duced the Navy's win with a resounding 4/3 success. 

In the absence of Navy champion Bill Stretton. Gilbert, 
in his interserviccs debut, duly stepped into the No.l slot 
and continued his morning form by trouncing the RAF 
champion 7/6, The foursomes deficit was always going to 
be difficult to make up and so it proved, with only two fur¬ 
ther wins in the shape of another first-timer - Lt Peter 


Golf round-up 


Smith (DRA Malvern) and Cpl Joe Sharpe (CTCRM). 
The RAF triumphed by the overall score of 8-4. 

The championship was effectively decided on the second 
day when the RAF used their strength in the singles 
matches to overcome the Army by a score of TA - 4 !4 

Rivalry rekindled 

With only second place to play for, the final match 
between the" Army and the Navy could easily have become 
an anti-dim ax, but the recent rivalry between the two 
teams ensured that the encounter would have been any¬ 
thing but that. 

Westbury and Gilbert again got the team off to a good 
start and with a further foursomes win from team captain 
Cdr Ian Yuill (AFPAA HQ) partnered by Smith, and half a 
point from Sharp playing with LAEA Terry Taylor (Sultan) 
the Navy were one point to the good at lunch. 

W r ith four points needed to secure a rare win, the singles 
started well with Gilbert achieving a notable double victo¬ 
ry over the Army champion. But the momentum could not 


be maintained and, despite wins from Smith and Taylor, 
the team ended one match short of the requirement and 
the final score ended 5Ht0 the Army. 

Although the overall result was disappointing, the per¬ 
formance was an encouraging one. The Navy squad is get¬ 
ting younger and the level of talent increasing, 

Gilbert's 4 from 4 at the top of the order is the best Navy 
performance since the days of Phil Guest, and Smith, prob¬ 
ably the year's most improved golfer, deserves great credit 
for his 3 points from 3. There were also interservices 
debuts for WTR Ian Learmouth (Neptune) and Cpl Chris 
Graham (RMR Bristol). With few losses to the squad over 
the immediate future, it is only a matter of time before the 
interservices salver is again In dark blue hands, 

□ After the rigours of Formby, a ten-man team took part 
in the annual Cornish Piskey at Newquay and repeated last 
year’s performance to become runners up in the main 
event. There was another notable win over the Gloucester 
men but the only real note of disappointment was that our 
conquerors in the final were again the Army! 

□ As Navy News went to press* a Combined Services 
tour of Australia was under way. The team is being man¬ 
aged by RNGA Vice Chairman Cdr Nigel JTverington and 
the Navy is represented by Westbury, Lt 

- - - ? 5 - - - * - 


NAS) and CPC 


Guy Norris (820 
Eddie Comerford (HMS Caledonia.) 


In brief 


Four Nations 
caN-up for RM 

BAND Sergeant Major Neil 
Silvester represented England 
in the prestigious Four Nations 
Rover Cup Golf Tournament 
on the Portuguese Algarve. 

The RM earned his place on the 
famous San Lorenzo course after 
coming in eight under off a handi¬ 
cap of 22 at Southwick Park and 
shooting a level par of 72 off 16 at 
The Warwickshire in the qualifying 
rounds. 

At the end of the week-long, all 
expenses paid trip, which included 
five-star hold accommodation, 
England (26) finished a close sec¬ 
ond to Scotland (29) with Wales 
(22) and All Ireland (19) bringing 
up the rear. 

RN skydiving 
is taking off 

NAVY skydivers made their 
presence felt at the Army 
Championships at JSPC 
Netheravon last month. 

Lt Andy Holmes (820 NAS) 
lifted the Navy Cup after a win 
In the open novice accuracy 
landing with PO Phil Elston 
(Northwood) 6th in the same 
event* 

PO Steve Lambert (Sultan) 
PO Robbie Way (Dryad) Lt Al 
Veal (Beaver) and CPO Mick 
Tyler (Faslane) were fifth in the 
open Intermediate formation 
skydiving - an excellent result, 
given that three of the team 
have been away on Ocean 
Wave* 

New date fop 
Cricket AGM 

TFTE DATE of the RN Cricket 
Club AGM has been changed 
to Thurday January 18, 1998 
but the venue, the rugby club 
pavilion at Burnaby Rd, 
remains the same. The previ¬ 
ous date was December 2, 

US successes 

LT CDR Adrian Olliver, cur¬ 
rently with DSWS In 
Florida, came third in the 
State’s Open Epee Fencing 
Championships. 

And ex-POMEM Tom 
Cunningham won the Carolina 
State cycling championship 
after completing a 25-mite time 
trial in 1 hour 20 seconds. 

Tom was In the Navy team 
for 20 years before retiring and 
moving to the US in 1994, See 
Calling Old Shipmates on P36* 

Angling result 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
the RN/RM Coarse Angling 
Team who have had their best 
ever result in the NFA champi¬ 
onships. 

They have been promoted to 
Division I after five years of try ing, 
matching small fish on all 12 sec¬ 
tions of the Rivers Cam and Ouse 
to finish 5th out of 78 teams. Team 
Captain, Mne Taff Howells 
(Stonehouse), co-ordinated the 
practice and drew up the success¬ 
ful team plan. 

Barrow batUe 

THE CREW of HMS 
Vengeance achieved a dou¬ 
ble victory over sailors 
drafted to HMS Ocean In 
the opening rounds of the 
mini-ships cup. 

The submarine-! n-bulld beat 
the ship-in-fil 3-1 at soccer and 
34-7 at rugby. 





























MARINES SET OUT TO^ 
ROW THE ATLANTIC 


TWO ROYAL Marines are 
battling their way across 
the Atlantic in the most 
gruelling rowing race ever 
devised. 

As Navy News went to 
press, Corporals Steve Lee 
(33) and John Biyant (30) from 
RM Poole were 300 miles into 
their 3,000-mile journey after 
setting out from Los Gigantes, 
Tenerife, on October 29. 

Their boat, Kielder Atlantic 
Warrior, is in ninth place out 


of the 29 taking part in the 
‘Atlantic Challenge 1 , which 
was inspired by Chay Blythe. 

Extremes 

Facing awesome extremes 
of weather from the heat of the 
Canaries to ferocious Atlantic 
storms and 40ft waves, the 
team are hoping to be the first 
to reach Port Charles, 
Barbados, towards the end of 
December. 


A third serving Royal 
Marine from Poole, CpI Tim 
Wefford, is also talcing part in 
the race with civilian team 
mate Wayne Callaghan and 
making excellent progress, 
and four others are former 
RMs. 

Many of the boats are spon¬ 
sored - the RM boat is raising 
money for the Prince Andrew 
Charitable Trust - and the 
event as a whole has already 
raised over £500,000. 




• The Royal Na vy Proton which won seven of its ten races to gain 
a stranglehold on the South African Navy's anniversary regatta. 


THE ROYAL Navy scored 
an emphatic win in an 
international sailing 
regatta in South Africa. 

The host nation invited ten 
navies to complete in a ten 
race series to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the South 
African Navy. 

And in the Royal Navy's dinghy 
sailing team’s first foray abroad for 
many years, the eight-man Proton 
and two-man Bosun crews led by 
Cdr Kevin Fodger dominated the 
event. 

The regatta began on a tragic 
note when it was learned that the 
German team were killed on route 
to SA when their transport aircraft 
collided with an American military 
aircraft off the coast of Angola and 
an emotional wreath laying eere- 


• The national 
championship 
winning Bosun 
team of CPO 
Richard Smith 
(815NAS) and 
PO Gtyn Deakin 
(MASU) in 
action in South 
Africa 


mony was held before racing 
began. 

After two days of light wind, the 
RN team led narrowly from 
Pakistan, with the Bosun helmed 
hy CPO Richard Smith struggling 
with an inferior boat to record two 
thirds. 

From then on, the Proton, 
gained a stranglehold on the event, 
clocking up seven wins, a second 
and a fourth. 

The Bosun pair battled 


through to within a point of sec¬ 
ond place to give the RN an 
overwhelming 15-point victory 
overall. 

In doing so, the teams devel¬ 
oped the unusual racing skill of 
avoiding the Right Whales calv¬ 
ing in the 25-mile bay! 

The overall points at the end 
of the regatta were: Great 
Britain 24, Pakistan 39, Brazil 
55 , New Zealand 59, South 
Africa 69, Russia 89. 


Dinghy team wins 
in South Africa 


Facing the 
Barbarians 

SEVEN NAVY players have 
been picked for the 
Combined Services team 
which will face the world 
renowned Barbarians RFC at 
Portsmouth on November 11. 

And Five of them, Mne Brown 
(RNSOM) LS Sibson (RAF St 
M orga ns) LS Ba rtlet (Lon do n) 
Mne Crass (Stonehouse) and Cpl 
Armstrong (CTCRM) are in the 
starting line-up, 

The CS side also includes 
England’s most capped player, 
Rory Underwood, and Scotland's 
Rob Wainwright and Matt 
Stewart. Tickets (£5 or £10) are 
available by calling 01705 865575. 

Commonwealth Cup 

THE RNRU welcomes the 
senior XVs of the RANRU and 
RNZNRU who will soon arrive 
on a major tour which includes 
the RACAL-sponsored Com¬ 
monwealth Navy Cup. 

The key matches arc the RN v 
RAN, December 3 at The 
Rectory, Devonpori, KO 1900, 
RN V RNZN December 9, at 
USSG Portsmouth, KO 1900, and 
RAN V RNZN on November 30 
at USSG Portsmouth, KO 1430. 

□ Although defeated in both 
their games, the RNRU U21 tour 
of Italy under Lt Cdr Phil Noble 
was acclaimed as a great success. 

They faced a number of inter¬ 
national U23s in their games 
against Rovigo RFC/Polensa 
Regional XV (lost 10-14) and 
Treviso RFC (lost 0-27). 

Tour to Gib 

THE RN Badminton Team 
worked hard for a 22-12 victo¬ 
ry over Gibraltar during their 
recent tour. 

The first fixture resulted in a 
13-4 victory but the second, 
against a much stronger national 
team saw many games going to 
three ends for a narrow 9-8 victo¬ 
ry to Gibraltar. 

A trophy presented to RN 
team captains LPT Steve Losh 
(Neptune) and PO Angie Murray 
(Collingwood) will be held by 
player of the tournament. Wren 
Amanda Harrison (Heron). 




• Captain Mark Freeman 
(HQRM) in the 40km cycle 


Castle hosts triathlon battle 


• CCMEA McGarrity puts Sutherlands c/e fence under pressure 
in the mini ships hockey cup final. 


Alderney nets mini 
ships hockey cup 

HMS ALDERNEY claimed the mini ships hockey cup by 
beating HMS Sutherland 10-1 in the final. 

Alderney started at a fast pace with 3/Lt Bernard opening the 
scoring. Bernard, a former ice hockey player with a unique but 
effective style, added to the tally soon after, and Alderney were 
3-0 up at half time. 

The agility of Sutherland’s keeper frustrated Alderney until 
the latter part of the game when goals from ABs Lancaster and 
Kearton and two from Lt Al Goode revived them. In the last few 
minutes, Navy player Mark Aspen scored from a corner shot 
and both scored penalties to make it 10-1. 

To their credit, Sutherland fought hard throughout the match 
and never gave up. Alderney’s captain, Lt Mark McLintock, said 
the result was not indicative of the standard of play, and 
praised Sutherland for their perseverance and good spirit. 


SHERBORNE Castle was the 
venue for a pitched battle 
between the Services 7 top 
triathletes in early October, 

The West Country location pro¬ 
vided one of the most scenic yet 
painfully hard Olympic distance 
Biathlons to be staged in Britain 
this year, taking in most of the hills 
in the Sherborne area. 

Coming only ten days after the 
London Triathlon with a field of 
2,500, there were only 100 entries at 
Sherborne for the 1,500m swim, 
40km cycle and I Okm run, but the 
level of athlete was arguably higher. 

First in emerge from the swim 
was the Army's Des Hutton with a 
minute lead over the chasing pack, 
hul the top three ladies began the 
cycle in a group. 

Over the testing 40km course 
the chasing pack, including Mne 
Colby Kneale and Lt Cdr Peter 
Walker, began to close the gap on 


Hutton, while LWDSA Leslie 
Allen had an excellent cycle to go 
into the l Okm run 2.5 minutes 
ahead of pre-race ladies favourite 
LW Vicki Norton. The fastest 
female cyclist, the RAF's Pi Otley, 
was still a minute behind Vicki but 
is renowned for her running abilitv. 

Hilly 

The hilly 10km run proved to be 
the undoing of Hutton and by the 
haltwav mark the lead group was 
down to two before RAF's Tom 
Docherty quickened his pace to 
finish first with Colby Kneale easi¬ 
ly hanging on to second. 

In the ladies race Leslie Allen 
was quickly caught, first by Qtley, 
then by Vicki Norton, and the 
Qtley, Norton, Allen order 
remained lhe same at the finish line. 

Triathlon is not about individu¬ 
als, but teams, and strength in 
depth is vital. The RN elite was 


certainly not at its best with sever¬ 
al athletes away, injured or abroad, 
but the ladies veterans ran away 
with their respective team titles. 

In the ladies event, Lyn Webb 
and Lyndsey Grady (both selected 
to represent GB at the World 
Championships in Australia) were 
the other counters. In the men's 
vets Paul Timmons, Mark 
Lovibond, Pete Axcell and Steph 
Delaney ensured victory. Lyndsey 
Grady also won the vets individual 
title with Carol Strong second. 

The event, sponsored by 
Saucony UK, Srnigg Wetsuits and 
Speedo, was a great success in all 
and will almost certainly be revisit¬ 
ed in 2000. 

□ The RN/RM Triathlon 
Association needs new members. 
You do not need to be superfit or 
already an accomplished swimmer, 
but keen and determined to 
attempt the challenge. For details, 
contact CC Mark Lovibond on 
HMS Collingwood ext, 2602. 




For a set of leaflets or a faxed 
or written quotation, contact:- 
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off enters with a splash 


Options 


THIS WOMAN member of HMS Scott's ship s 
company found that there is one important 
advantage that females have during commis* 
sioning services - they can keep their caps on. 

Although the weather was unkind for the 
new survey ship's commissioning at 
Devonport, spirits were high - and (later) dry 
under a marquee erected to protect lunchers 
on the big ship's foredeck. 

Guest of honour was the ship's sponsor, Mrs 


Carolyn Portillo, wife of the former Defence 
Secretary, Michael Portillo. 

Others there included the heads ol the 
hydrography services of the USA, Canada and 
New Zealand, as well as the Hydrographer of 
the Navy, Rear Admiral John Clarke. The Scott 
family was represented by Lady Scott. HMS 
Scott is now in the USA to continue her survey 
system trials. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Andy White, HMS Drake 


UK orders seven 
more Tridents 


Brocklesby 
finds mine 
at Thames 
entrance 

HMS BROCKLESBY found 
and exploded a wartime mine 
at the entrance to the Thames 
during a routine clearance 
sweep ahead of HMY 
Britannia's visit to London. 

The minehunter’s sonar located 
the World War II magnetic mine 
in the main deep channel leading 
into the river, about ten miles 
south-east of Clacton-on-Sea in 
Essex. 

L3(Diver) Paul Tudor was sent 
down to investigate, and in zero 
visibility identified the object as a 
magnetic ground mine, containing 
IJHlfllb of explosive. 

The Commanding Officer 
of Brocklesby, Lt Cdr Gary 
Doyle, said the mine was 
very corroded and the 
explosive was unstable, 
“There Is no doubt the 
device posed a serious 
danger to shipping," he 
said. 

The Coastguard and port 
authorities were alerted, and a 
one-mile shipping exclusion zone 
was declared while the Brocklesby 
dealt with the emergency. 

LS Tudor dived again to attach 
charges to the mine, and they were 
supplemented by explosives 
deposited by the ship’s remote 
control submersible. 

‘"Conditions were pretty bad,” 
said LS TUdon “It was impossible 
to see anything at all, and I had to 
rely on touch. At the end of the 
day, though, it is what we Ye 
trained for." 

The mine was safely detonated, 
and Brocklesby continued her 
week-long sweep before herself 
visiting London. 



A DECISION to buy seven 
new Trident missiles for 
Britain's Vanguard-class sub¬ 
marines has been widely seen 
as clear confirmation that the 
Government is committed to 
maintaining Britain's four 
nuclear deterrent boats. 

The £100 million order, made 
ahead of the results of the 
Strategic Defence Review, was 
announced in a written answer in 
the House of Lords by Defence 


P rocu re men t Minister, Lord 
Gilbert. 

He said the new missiles would 
bring the number bought or 
ordered by Britain to 58 and was 
consistent with the Government^ 
policy to operate four Trident sub¬ 
marines. 

HM submarines Vanguard and 
Victorious are already in service, 
and their two sister ships HMS 
Vigilant and HMS Vengeance are 
due to be on patrol by the end of 
the century. 



40 Royals on 
Britannia's 

farewell tour 


MORE THAN 40 members of the Royal Family will be involved at different stages 
in HMY Britannia's visits to ports the length and breadth of the country. 


The programme began on 
October 20 when the Royal 
Yacht left Portsmouth for 
Devonport, Cardiff and 
Belfast, 

She was due at Liverpool on 
October 28-30, Glasgow for four 
days from October 31, Aberdeen 


THE LAST BOW 


M From front page 

competition from live other con¬ 
cerns keen to put Britannia on 
show in London or Scotland, if the 
Government decides to opt for 
preservation. 

Bidders who wish to see the 
ship in London are Swift 
International who want to convert 
Britannia into a floating museum 
alongside the site of the 
Millennium Dome in Greenwich; 
Lord of the Isles which wants to 
turn her into a visitors' centre in 
the Docklands, and Bankside 
Consultants who see her as a con¬ 
ference centre, with some public 
access, in the Upper Pool of 
London. 

Clydeside centre 

In Scotland, Clydeside Heritage 
Trust would make her the nucleus 
of a £27 million plan for a heritage 
centre, while Forth Ports have a 
plan to berth her at Leith where 
she would be used for corporate 
hospitality with some public 
access. 

The decision not to 
rebuild or replace Britannia 
was announced by Defence 
Secretary George Robert¬ 
son after consultation 
between departments and 
with Buckingham Palace, 

“We in the Ministry of Defence 
have to justify every penny of the 
taxpayers’ money that we spend, 
and in this case I could not do so," 
he said. This was particularly the 
case as the Queen had made it 
clear that a yacht was not needed 
for royal travel. 

He also discounted privately 
financed options as “these would 
only have been viable with a sub¬ 
stantial annual subsidy from pub¬ 
lic funds”. 

Britannia was launched by the 
Queen tn 1953 and commissioned 
the following year. Since then she 
has sailed over a million miles and 
conducted almost 700 overseas 
visits - and 265 visits in UK waters 
- with the Queen and other mem¬ 
bers of the Royal Family. 

Lancaster's 
capital trip 

HMS LANCASTER under 
brooding skies - captured in 
the Solent from the ship’s 
Lynx helicopter by LA(PHQT) 
Paul CTSliaughnessy, of the 
Surface Flotilla Photographic 
Unit, while the Type 23 frigate 
was en route to London, 

The ship was on hand for 
this year's Maritime Defence 
Exhibition and Conference, 
opened at the National 
Maritime Museum at 
Greenwich by the First Sea 
Lord, Admiral Sir Jock Slater. 
The three-day event attracted 
exhibitors and representa¬ 
tives from navies around the 
world. 


November 5-1 Newcastle 
November 8-12, and will arrive in 
London - for the longest stay of 
the tour-on November 13. 

When she leaves the capital in 
darkness at 5.30pm on November 
21 she will be fully floodlit and will 
be streaming a tong paying-off pen¬ 
nant for her final journey in com¬ 
mission, hack to Portsmouth. 
There, she is due to pass the 
Round Tower at 11am on 
November 22, and berth alongside 
20 minutes later. 


Britannia is being accompanied 
on her lour by the Type 23 frigate 
HMS Richmond and the fleet 
tanker RFA Brambleleaf. At 
Newcastle she will be escorted by 
HMS Birmingham, and in London 
by HMS Manchester. 

Britannia will not be open to the 
public, but her escorts wilt. 
However, hundreds of invited visi¬ 
tors wifi be welcomed on board the 
Royal Yacht, including parties of 
schoolchildren. Royal Marines 
Baird concerts will be given ashore. 
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